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Abstract
The purpose of this research is to establish whether there is a difference in treatment between male and female offenders within the criminal justice system in England and Wales. This dissertation will be conducted through primary and secondary research by conducting a literature review and a questionnaire. The findings underline that there is a difference in treatment between male and female offenders within all aspects of the criminal justice system, however more knowledge is needed within this topic area. 
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[bookmark: _Toc165998112]1.0 Introduction 

[bookmark: _Toc165998113]1.1 Introduction

According to Mandal (2019) female offenders have many biological and physiological factors that can impact their experience of imprisonment; pregnancies, hormonal changes and women being primary care givers are prime factors which can cause difficulty to women who are imprisoned. Whilst analysing the treatment of male and female offenders within the criminal justice system in England and Wales, questions such as whether male and female offenders should be provided with the same treatment and whether the treatment provided to offenders within the criminal justice system in England and Wales is preventing reoffending, or simply providing a confined punishment which later leads to reoffending, (UK Parliament 2022). According to Office for National Statistics (2022) the total population of England and Wales in 2021 was 59,642,000, 79,092 of these individuals were serving in Her Majesty’s Royal prison. When broken down into gender categories, these statistics provide that out of the 79,092 inmates within England and Wales 75,000 were male in comparison to 3,200 females. These statistics provide that 97% of the prison population in England and Wales were male, (Smith 2022). 
It is important to be able to have the understanding whether male and female offenders should be treated the same. Of course, it is ideal that citizens who offend serve their provided sentences accordingly however, there is an expanding area of research which aims to consider the impact that gender plays on sentencing, (Mandal 2019). There are many contributing factors which, portray a difference in treatment between how the offenders are treated. For example, in terms of sentencing there is the constant query of whether female offenders have been sentenced according to double deviance instead of just their offence.

[bookmark: _Toc165998114]1.2 History

Historical treatment of offenders can be deemed as considerably more harsh than the new strategies to treat offenders, rehabilitation and plans such as ‘The Female Offender Strategy Delivery Plan’ were formally execution or transportation to the colonies which was introduced by an Act of Parliament in 1718, UK Parliament (2019). However, UK Parliament (2019), provides that in the later 18th century the publics interest regarding treatment and conditions of offenders within prison grew. John Howard was a prime candidate who provided an interest within the conditions of the treatment and conditions of offenders in prison. Howard conducted an intense study on Britian’s prisons with the intention to improve conditions.

[bookmark: _Toc165998115]1.3 Offending and treatment 

As presented by UK Government (2021), the common topics of offenders such as preventing reoffending, providing offenders with rehabilitation etc is at constant relevance therefore providing reason in order to explore the difference in treatment of male and female offenders and attempt to uncover criminologist’s theories on what treatment works best for what gender, therefore determining whether a change in offender treatment should be in place.
Understanding whether males and females should be treated equal or with different strategies, is not only vital in order to prevent reoffending or strictly provide equality to offenders, but it is also vital to society. A lack of understanding on which gender requires what treatment can be detrimental as not only can reoffending become high risk and more likely but some offenders may believe that their punishment is worth offending for as well as the unacceptable cost new instances of criminal offenders has on society, (UK Government, 2021).

[bookmark: _Toc165998116]1.4 Gender and offending

Although female criminologists have increased in recent times, Menis (2020) states that criminology has been noted to have had a lack of concern within the subject of women criminals, simply due to the topic being labelled as male-dominated and a genderless construct. Not only has there been a lack of criminologist interest on women offenders there is also a lack of detailed documents concerning and recording the experiences of women in prison therefore providing the suggestion that criminal justice system is solely interested with males who offend.

[bookmark: _Toc165998117]1.5 Prevalence of male and female offending 

In order to establish a complete and accurate analysis of the difference of treatment between male and female offenders within the criminal justice system in England and Wales, exploring the prevalence of male and female offending would and comparing and contrasting the difference in treatment of male and female offenders would aid the complete analysis significantly. It is vital to discuss the prevalence of male and female offenders within England and Wales to gain a statistical understanding of male and female offenders in terms of figures and percentages. According to Office for National Statistics (2022) the total population of England in Wales in 2021 was 59,642,000, the total of offenders dealt with by the criminal justice system in 2021 was 1.31 million, (Ministry of Justice 2022).  Out of the 1.31 million people who had been dealt with by the criminal justice system only 79,092 offenders were given a sentence within HMRP, Sturge and Tunnicliffe (2022), therefore highlighting that a large number of 1.23 million were not sentenced for the offence committed. In terms of evaluating the difference in treatment between male and female offenders it is not uncommon to suspect a difference in treatment, this could be down to the understanding that males and females have different needs or can even be down to societal and gender norms. The theory of double deviance is the punishment that of women who offend are punished for not only committing a crime but also for braking societies norms of the ways in which a woman should behave, (Ornella 2020a). Which provokes the questioning of why men aren’t charged with double deviance as well as women.

[bookmark: _Toc165998118]1.6 Research style 

This topic of research will commence from October 2023 through to May 2024, within this period the researched gathered will specifically from the years 2017-2019 (in order to get an accurate analysis without factors such as Covid 19 providing an effect.
The main aim within this dissertation is to evaluate the treatment of male and female offenders within the criminal justice system in England and Wales. The aim and objective including; 
· Aim – Evaluate the treatment of male and female offenders in the criminal justice system in England and Wales. 
· Objective one – Explore the prevalence of male and female offending in England and Wales. 
· Objective two – Compare and contrast the difference in treatment between male and female offenders. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk165547864]Objective three – Explore public perception on the treatment of male and female offenders in England and Wales. 

In order to conduct a thorough study of the treatment of male and female offenders within the criminal justice system in England and Wales, the study beginning in March 2023 will be digitally created surveys through Microsoft forms, aiming at getting at least 100 responses through social media links.

[bookmark: _Toc165998119]1.7 Issues 

Main issues within this topic of research are that of factors such as double deviance and victimization having a lack of being applied in favour of the opposite sex. According to Belknap (2010) double deviance is theory which prosecutes women for not only committing a crime but for disobeying women’s typical gender norms and victimization is the discrimination of victims raising concerns about being a victim of violent crime or even property crime, (Davies 2011). Double deviance is only practiced on women however victimization tends to have higher rates of women than men, (Flores et al 2023). These factors are key issues which present the difference in treatment between male and female offenders within the criminal justice system, and leads to question whether the reason these factors only apply for females is the same reason why the opposite genders should or shouldn’t be treated the same by the criminal justice system. A major gap within this topic of research is the range of female criminologists compared to male criminologists, the lack of concern and lack of recorded data surrounding female offenders is a large impact on this topic of research which could potentially limit the research supporting female offenders, (Naffine 2016). 
A comparative analysis of the treatment of male and female offender within the criminal justice system in England and Wales will provide deep understanding of what treatment strategies preform best with each gender, providing what theories are out dated and an overall understanding of the current treatment of male and female offenders, therefore, depending on the findings of this research topic, a foundation which any necessary change can be built upon.
















[bookmark: _Toc165998120]2:0 Literature Review 

[bookmark: _Toc165998121]2.1 Gender and Prison 	

According to Sturge and Tunnicliffe (2022), it had been recorded that in the year 2021, out of the 1.31 million offenders who had been dealt with by the criminal justice system only 79,092 offenders were convicted of their crimes, therefore providing that prison amounts to a large sector of the criminal justice system. Ministry of Justice (2022) provides a statistical analysis on the proportions of males and females throughout the criminal justice system in England and Wales in the year 2021. The source provides that 96% of the prison population in this year was accounted for by male offenders, therefore indicating that only 4% of the prison population is accounted for by women. Kimmel, Hearn and Connell (2005) states that crime is male dominated, which may perhaps amount as the cause to the drastic difference in statistics like this however, a study from 2017 suggests otherwise. According to Ordway (2017) a recent study had attempted to connect gender and crime through heart rate. Choy et al (2017) presents that the researchers focused on 894 locals from Mauritius, 497 males and 397 females. The study began when the locals were 11 and tested their heart rate once at this age and once at the age of 23. Overall, the researchers’ findings were that females had higher resting heart rates than males at the age of 11, the research however goes on to only present a difference in criminals and innocent, instead of male and female. The researcher’s state that the research does however present some findings that heart rates in males, do in fact, partially explain their higher levels of offending, potentially providing a biological reason which results in offending. 

[bookmark: _Toc165998122]2.2 Genders relations to arrests and convictions.

As prison statistics have depicted a great difference between male and female offenders, it is also vital to note, in terms of arrests made in the year 2022, there has also been identified a large difference in terms of arrests made of male and female offenders.  
According to UK Government (2023), for everyone 1,000 people, 19.2 males had been arrested and 3.2 females arrested. These statistics provide the account that men were in fact 6 times more likely to be arrested than women in England and Wales in 2022. Therefore, indicting a lack of reduction in terms of male arrests as males accounted for 85% of arrests in the previous year (Ministry of Justice 2022).
Campbell, Muncer and Bibel (2010), indicates that when women are faced with similar levels of objective physical danger as males, females tend to have lower thresholds for fear due to the importance of maternal survival to reproductive success, their evolutionary pressure. Furthermore, when direct confrontation is inevitable, women use low-risk or indirect tactics to avoid direct confrontation, thus inhibiting their involvement in crime. Female offenders are more likely to become involved in property crimes rather than violent crimes due to this adaptation.
In addition, Kimmel, Hearn, and Connell (2005) also presents the theory that male offenders are more inclined to perpetrate conventional crimes and more serious crimes, in comparison to female offenders, subsequently, in terms of gender related crime it is evident that females are less inclined to commit crimes, especially violent crimes due to factors such as evolutionary pressure. Comparatively, male offenders have been statistically proven to convey a higher possibility to commit crimes, conventional or serious, suggesting males have a stronger link to criminality than females. Parliamentary recorded statistics state that in 2019, women were recorded most likely to be convicted of TV licence evasion. Among those convicted of TV licence evasion, 74% were female, accounting for 30% of all female convictions. In terms of male offenders, there was a 98% male prosecution rate for sexual offences and a 93% male prosecution rate for possession of weapons, (UK Parliament 2022). These statistics elaborate that males do in fact have a higher tendency to commit violent crimes as opposed to women. “Violence is gendered; it is a problem and consequence of masculinity.” (Miller 1998 p.151).

[bookmark: _Toc165998123]2.3 Reoffending 

Ministry of Justice (2023) provides that from 2009 – 2021 the reoffending rates for both male and female have naturally fluctuated overtime, therefore providing an inaccurate basis on the understanding of whether reoffending is rising or declining. In terms of, 2021, the most recent government recorded year, in regard to reoffending, UK Government (2023) states that compared to the previous year, there was a slight increase in certain areas of statistical analysis of reoffending. Although UK Government (2023) portrays a list of statistical analysis on adult reoffenders in 2021, there is however no indication as to which portions of the statistic regard to males or females.  
The source delivers that the reoffending rates of males had differed between 23.9% and 33.8%, whereas females reoffending rates had fluctuated between 18.3% and 24.4%. Therefore, stating that for the year 2021 the adult offender reoffending rate was proven 25.1%, (UK Government 2023). Whereas Clarke (2023) presents that for the years 2020 the number of offenders who went on to reoffend was 24.4%, stated as a 2.3% increase overall. The source also provides that adults who were released from custody had a reoffending rate of 30.9%, calculating at a 0.9% decrease, and adults who had served less than 12 months were subject to a reoffending rate of 53.9%, which totals in a 3.6% decrease from the previous year. 
These statistics evaluate further that the reoffending statistical rates are fluctuating, this source does provide that offenders are more likely to reoffend after a custodial sentence of less than 12 months than offenders who are released from custody or have had starting court orders, therefore suggesting that the more time one spends in prison, the more likely they are to reoffend. However, BBC (2011), states that for a prison sentence of two – four years the reoffending statistics for the year 2011 was 37.5% turn to reoffend whereas 42.9% of offenders who served a two-year sentence went on to reoffend. Therefore, providing further, the instability of reoffending statistics with England and Wales.

[bookmark: _Toc165998124]2.4 Gender and Prison suicide

Taking into consideration that males account for the majority of prisoners in England and Wales, and males inclined likely hood of becoming a serving male offending, it Is a typical understanding that prisons have been catered specifically for males, as they are the typical offender, and then tweaked for female offenders, (Prentis, 2018). Furthermore, it can be suggested that the needs of females have practically been discarded and set aside as opposed to males, as the overall shell has been designed for males, and only the internals adjusted for females, (Prison Fellowship, 2014). Due to this theory that women are not compatible with prison, evidently it is recognised that a simple alternative of prison could perhaps be support, although this does go further than just prison as, of course, female offenders backgrounds come into playm(Dodd, 2018). 
Suicide rates from prisons in England and Wales is a key statistical piece of evidence that elaborates the theory that prisons are not catered for women even further. According to Pidd (2023) within the past year there have been 64,348 self-harm incidents within prisons in England and Wales which is a 21% increase from the previous year. In terms of male and female offenders, Pidd (2023) provides that self-harm rates with female offenders had increased by 65% and males 8%. 
This increase in self-harm rates within prisons, especially female offenders 65% increase, portrays that female offenders are suffering far more with depression than male offenders, (Hidayati et al., 2023). Labhart and Wright (2018), presents that over 84% of female offenders in the year 2017 committed non-violent offences such as theft and non-payment of council tax which suggests financial struggles. The imprisonment of financially unstable females must deteriorate their strugglers further, when support would have been the more ideal option, supporting the female and her family with financial struggles, as well as preventing a toll on a female’s mental health.

[bookmark: _Toc165998125]2.5 Social Gender Norms relation to treatment of offenders 

Social gender norms have eased over time; however some theorists argue that gendered norms still have a large impact on women and their social life, but especially females who offend, (Eaton 1993). Females who offend are faced with not only repercussions for their crime but are also deemed as punishable for being a female who has committed a crime. The concept of double deviance was introduced by feminist sociologist Frances Heidensohn in 1968. While societal gender norms have lessened over time, societal issues of diversity still affect women's experience of crime. Women's experiences of crime are largely influenced by the differences between those who offend and those who do not. There is a significant difference between male and female offenders, as evidenced by the ongoing case of Lucy Letby, a murderer. During her time working as a neonatal nurse at Countess of Chester Hospital between 2015 and 2016, Lucy Letby killed seven infants and attempted to kill six others. She has now joined Myra Hindley on the list of the worst child serial killers in the United Kingdom, according to (Halliday, 2022). Such articles state that Letby's crimes were committed as a result of her fear of never having children of her own, which led to her being labelled mentally ill and unstable (Sawer and Bolton 2023). This statement has gone on to be questioned as the reason behind the nurses killing of infants, but it is difficult not to question whether this would actually be the questioned reason if Letby were of the opposite sex, so perhaps Letby would be considered double deviant.
Although females are presented with repercussions of theories such as double deviance, females have been recognised as more vulnerable, not just in terms of sentencing but also in terms of acting as a serving offender, (Worral 1990). Due to this recognition plans like ‘The Female Offender Strategy Delivery Plan 2022-25’ are now in place. In terms of the The female offender strategy delivery plan 2022-25, the United Kingdom government have four aims to which they are commited to achieving. These aims consist of improved community sentences and earlier intervention, making custody for females more effective, overall reducing the number of females from going to prison and an effective resettlement of women prisoners leaving prison and settling back in their community (UK Government 2023). Although, these aims are not the only intentions of the United Kingdom’s government for female offenders. The government has noted that as of June 2012, there were 4,123 women in prison, compared to 3,253 in June 2022 - a decrease of 21%. Whereas the number of male offenders in 2012 was 82,180 as presented by UK Government (2013), compared to 78,624 in 2022 (Ministry of Justice 2022). Nevertheless, UK Government (2023) propose that they would like to see fewer women incarcerated for short periods of time. Therefore, they are experimenting with Problem Solving Courts, including one focusing exclusively on women and handing down robust community sentences to address the underlying causes of crime. UK Government (2023) states that they will try improving the support provided to women who commit serious crimes, including reducing the instances of self-harm and piloting social workers in prisons to assist mothers. Although there is no offender strategy plan in place for male offenders, there is typical rehabilitation plans in place alongside the ‘National Evaluation of the Male Offender Personality disorder pathway. NHS England, Improvement, and HM Prison & Probation Service jointly commissioned the Offender Personality Disorder Pathway programme to help support and manage offenders with complex mental health needs. Detailed case formulation is used to provide psychologically informed services to high-risk high-harm offenders, (UK Government 2022). 

[bookmark: _Toc165998126]2.6 Treatment of Transgender Offenders

In terms of plans in place for male and female offenders, plans and treatment surrounding transgender offenders is equally as significant within this research, however these plans do strive for different success. It is vital to note that among transgender women in prison, 41% are convicted of sexual offenses, according to the campaign group Fair Play for Women. A total of 125 transgender people were imprisoned in England and Wales from March to April 2017, out of an 85,513-prison population (BBC News 2018). As presented by UK Government (2023), due to statistics on Sexual offending trans women, the announcement of a new policy on the allocation of transgender prisoners was announced by the Justice Secretary in October 2022. Transgender women with male genitalia, or those convicted of a sexual offense, will no longer be placed in the general women's estate under the reforms. Both men and women who have transgendered into the opposite sex have no doubted faced many trials and tribulations. The government has recognised women to be vulnerable in prison so have put in place the Female Offender Strategy Plan 2022-25 in order to protect these women, but the current reforms are doing the opposite for transgender women. According to BBC News (2017) states that it has been suggested that the number of deaths and complaints among offenders was on the rise. BBC News (2017) displays that between 2008 and 2016 there had been five deaths and 33 complaints concerning transgender offenders. The source provides that when a transgender offender is concerned the prisoner should be sent to a prison facility based of their needs alongside their acquired gender. Therefore, presenting the treatment of transgender offenders, male or female, drastically different to males and females who have not needed to transition.	

2.7 Conclusion

Throughout this section, research has been collected and categorised upon each section an offender would go through on their journey throughout the criminal justice system. From arrests and convictions to reoffending, this research has provided that males are in fact the typical offender, inmate and reoffender however there is little evidence as to why and whether there is a difference in treatment between the offenders throughout the criminal justice system. 

[bookmark: _Toc165998127]












3.0 Methodology 

[bookmark: _Toc165998128]3.1 Introduction

Within this next chapter, the methodology will be explained. Not only will the methodology provide a detailed description of the research process that will be centred around the aim of this research topic which is as follows: evaluate the treatment of Male and Female offenders in the criminal justice system in England and Wales, but is also a vital piece of this research topic. The methodology describes the overall strategy and reasoning behind this study which will develop an approach that essentially matches the objectives of this topic. The methods and theories used within this topic area will be studied closely due to this, (Scribbr, 2024). 

[bookmark: _Toc165998129]3.2 Research Onion

[image: ]

(Phair and Warren, 2021)

The structure of this methodology will be broken down into categories based off Saunders et al (2007) research onion. The research onion portrays the fundamental steps of how to achieve a successful and credible methodology. As presented by Phair and Warren (2021), the layers of the onion provide an in-depth description of the steps of the research process, working from the outer layer, making way to the centre. The research onion is essentially a guide as to the methods used throughout this dissertation. The structure the research onion provides is a useful strategy which nudges the researcher into a state of holistic thinking about methodology. The research onion provides clarity when making decisions in terms of research which surrounds the methodology, (Phair and Warren, 2021). 

[bookmark: _Toc165998130]3.3 Philosophy 

The research philosophy is essentially the principles, beliefs and assumptions which will provide a concrete structure of the way in which the research will be approached,  (Jansen, 2023). Also encapsulated within the research philosophy and research paradigm is the intended knowledge to be gained by undertaking this research study. This section of the methodology reflects the sort of knowledge and insight that can be expected to be gained from the selected research project.
Dudovskiy (2010), provides that the research philosophy can be viewed from two different stand points, ontology and epistemology. A central question in ontology is whether social entities should be perceived as objective or subjective. In other words, within the scope of the chosen research topic, it is essential to determine whether social phenomena are created by perceptions and actions of social actors or by the world itself. Ontology is essentially the what and how of what we know and is more or less the study of reality. In terms of epistemology however, epistemology is the ‘how’ of obtaining knowledge and understanding of things, which is typically used in scientific research. Essentially epistemology is a theory of knowledge that discusses how and from where knowledge is gathered, in simple terms. The way the data is interpreted depends heavily on how each person perceives the world and know what they know. Therefore, providing that it should make the philosophical viewpoint clear from the beginning, (Brown, 2015). 
In terms of the philosophy chapter, there are many research philosophies, however whilst using the research onion to structure this methodology, Saunders et al (2007) highlights three main research philosophies which are commonly referred to. The three of these research philosophies, are that of positivism, interpretivism and pragmatism.  It is common to divide philosophical positions in academic studies into positivism and interpretivism. Positivism and interpretivism which underpins the qualitative verus quantitative debate. According to Stainton (2021), positivist studies are typically scientific and test phenomena.  In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, positivism gained popularity in the natural sciences. Observation and measurement should be the basis of scientific knowledge, according to the scientific method. It is assumed by positivists that there is a single reality independent of our perceptions, and that it can be understood through scientific methods that are systematic and rigorous. Whereas interpretivism claims each observer perceives and understands reality differently, therefore, interpretivist studies are often qualitative, (15 Writers, 2019). The interpretivist movement, also known as constructivism or hermeneutics, arose from the limitations of positivism in the social sciences. The term emphasises the subjective nature of human experience and focuses on understanding social phenomena through the interpretations and meanings that individuals assign to them. Societal reality, according to interpretivists, cannot be reduced to objective laws or generalizations, since it is socially constructed and context dependent. Finally, a pragmatic approach to research seeks to bridge the gap between positivism and interpretivism. Research is encouraged to take a flexible, problem-solving approach and emphasizes the practical consequences of knowledge. According to pragmatists, knowledge's value lies in its usefulness and its ability to solve real-world problems. In terms of the research that is conducted throughout this dissertation, the research philosophy which is best suited to this topic, due to the many equal valid interpretations if reality as well as how the topic of research is based of off personal experiences within the criminal justice system in England and Wales, (Rashid, 2023). 

[bookmark: _Toc165998131]3.4 Approach 

The next layer of the research onion is the research approach. Hassan (2023), defines the research approach as the systematic and structured choices a researcher would use in order to produce their research. The research approach ranges in terms of underlying logic and methods of inquiry. The research approach has three main research approaches according to Saunders et al (2007) research onion, those three approaches are deductive, inductive and abductive. 
A deductive approach begins with a hypothesis or theory, which is tested through data collection and analysis. On the basis of the theory or hypothesis, the researcher develops a research design and data collection methods. The key aim of a deductive approach is to confirm or deny the hypothesis found. However, in terms of an inductive approach data collection and analysis are the first steps in the inductive approach. Based on the patterns and themes that emerge from the data, the researcher develops a theory or explanation. An existing theory can be refined or a new one generated through this approach. The last research approach is a combination of deductive and inductive approaches is abductive reasoning. In this process, the researcher begins with an unsolved problem or phenomenon, and develops a theory or explanation that can explain the findings. After collecting and analysing more data, the researcher tests the hypothesis. The aim of the research abductive approach is to conduct a plausible explanation or theory which can later be refined or tested. Due to an inductive approaches beginning steps being based round analysis and data collection along with how a theory or explanation is developed from the research, it is clear that an inductive approach is the ideal approach as there is a clear and evident link between the male and female offenders and a difference in their treatment. 

[bookmark: _Toc165998132]3.5 Strategy 

An overall research strategy outlines how a study will be conducted. The research strategy guides the planning, execution, and monitoring of a study. In addition to providing useful support on a high level, a research strategy must be complemented by research methods that can guide the research in more detail. Data collection and analysis methods are explained to the researcher, such as interviewing, filling out questionnaires, or using statistical methods to collect data. As a result, a research strategy provides high-level guidance, while a research method is a technique or tool for carrying out a specific task, (Johannesson and Perjons, 2014). 

[bookmark: _Toc165998133]3.6 Choices 

For conducting research, the research onion, Saunders et al (2007), suggests mono-method, mixed-method and multi-method approaches. The mono-method comprises only one method for the study. The mix-method refers to the combination of qualitative and quantitative methods of research. Lastly, the multi-method approach incorporates a variety of approaches, (15 writers, n.d.). In terms of the mixed-method approach which refers to qualitative and quantitative research methods, to gain additional insights on topics that are unclear, qualitative research is often used. Methods of qualitative research include open-ended survey questions, observations of behaviour described and literature reviews of similar theories and concepts. In addition to identifying overarching themes or ides, these methods can be used to describe and interpret. Thematic analysis and textual analysis in terms of data analysis is also used within qualitative research. In terms of quantitative research, however, is the goal of testing hypotheses and theories. When conducting quantitative research methods such as closed-ended surveys and experiments are typically conducted, which typically relies on statistics. Ideally a quantitative and qualitative approach used within a survey to gather public views on the difference in treatment between male and female offenders within the criminal justice system in England and Wales, therefore providing closed-ended questions followed by open-ended questions in order to gather a greater understanding of the views of the participants, thus creating a more in-depth study, (Vale, 2023). 

[bookmark: _Toc165998134]3.7 Time horizon 

According to Saunders et al (2007), the time horizon is typically concerned with the time period in which the research in question will be conducted over. According to Alamgeer (2022), the time horizon can be concluded based off of the research in questions objectives, along with the type of investigation which will be conducted. In terms of time horizon there are two types of research; longitudinal and cross-sectional research. Longitudinal research, is concerned where the researcher gathers their form of data over a long period of time. Within longitudinal research however, the data gathered will be from samples which are repeated several times in order to collect said data at different intervals. The data collected within longitudinal research from different intervals is time-series data, which can be interpreted as a series of cross-sectional research. 
However, within this dissertation cross-sectional research is typically more suitable as the research is conducted throughout the academic year. Cross-sectional research is typically concerned where the researcher collects their data once during a cross-sectional analysis. Therefore, providing that the data collected through the cross-sectional analysis will not be repeated with any other samples. 

[bookmark: _Toc165998135]3.8 Techniques and Procedures 

Therefore, the survey in question will be created through Microsoft forms thus providing a hyperlink that will be posted via social media which participants can easily access. The survey will contain questions surrounding the difference in treatment in male and female offenders within the criminal justice system in England and Wales, where participants will be approached with quantitative questions, followed by a qualitative section where participants can provide a more in-depth answer if they wish. The participants which will be provided with the option of filling out the survey will be from the typical social media age group, 18+, as well as participants selected from the student body. The social media hyper link will be provided to a social media platform with the aim to receive at least 50 responses in order to have a wider range of feedback and data results, the use of social media could potentially lead to snowballing, therefore providing a larger number of data and essentially more accurate data. 
Thematic analysis is a key type of analysis which is used with qualitative data. Thematic analysis is typically present where a researcher analyses a from of text. This from of text can be any form of literature to examples such as audios and videos, (Nicolas, 2020). 
Although the survey will be created with care to ensure the questions providing can add an insight to the difference in treatment to male and female offenders within the criminal justice system in England and Wales, there are in fact some limitations which could prevent the data from providing data insights. These limitations can be the lack of public knowledge on the conditions that offenders in England and Wales face throughout their journey through the criminal justice system.

















[bookmark: _Toc165998136]4.0 Findings 

[bookmark: _Toc165998137]4.1 Introduction

This chapter will focus on the findings from the primary research previously conducted. For the primary research conducted, a survey which was created on google forms and accessed by social media. In order to receive as much information as possible the aim was to reach 100 participants however only 55 were reached. Throughout this chapter an in-depth analysis of these findings will take place and they will be compared against pre-existing literature found within the literature review in aim deepen this comparative analysis of the treatment of male and female offenders within the criminal justice system within England and Wales. The analysis will be structured in deductive coding which successfully fit each of the primary research questions into categories that corollate with the literature review. These groups will be:
· The prevalence of male and female offenders within the criminal justice system in England and Wales. 
· The difference in treatment of male and female offenders.
· The public perception on the treatment of male and female offenders within the criminal justice system in England and Wales. 
A qualitative analysis method will be used throughout this chapter in order to focus on words, texts or phrases provided in the open-ended why sections provided by participants within the primary research. The qualitative analysis method which will be focused on will be content analysis which will evaluate patterns within the data that can blend quantitative into primary qualitative analysis.

[bookmark: _Toc165998138]4.2 Gender and Consent 


[bookmark: _Toc165998139]Question 1
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The above graph provides the ages of participants, stating that the majority of the research data was provided from participants from the ages 18-24, closely followed by those of ages of 25-35. Although the age groups 18-24 and 25-35 are the typical age of the participants there is also a wide range of ages who have participated with participants from every age group provided, therefore providing a wide range of opinions and thoughts on each of the following questions asked within the survey.

[bookmark: _Toc165998140]Question 2
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This question was incorporated into the survey due the question title of this research being based around gender, the treatment of male and female offenders within the criminal justice system in England and Wales. As provided from the pie chart above, the majority of participants was males, which account for 50.9% (28) of the participants from this survey, closely followed by 47.3% (26) females and only 1.8% (1) participants identified as non-binary. This pie chart, along with the previous one which focus on age, presents diversity amongst the participants and the data collected from the survey.

[bookmark: _Toc165998141]4.3 Objective 1: Explore the prevalence of male and female offending in England and Wales.

[bookmark: _Toc165998142]Question 9 

The first group of collected data which will be analysed is the data that fits under the topic of the prevalence of male and female offending within England and Wales. The first question within the survey that fits under this data is as follows;
[image: ]

This pie chart presents the percentage of participants who have agreed with the statement which reads; ‘According to Ministry of Justice (2023), more than 90% of transgender women in prison are housed in men’s prisons and there is no duty to move transgender offenders to a women’s prison’. The majority of the participants selected either ‘agree’ or ‘neutral’ providing that both of these choices accounted for 34.5% of the participants each. Leaving 18.2% of the participants selecting ‘strongly agree’, 7.3% of the participants with strongly disagree and therefore leaving 5.5% of the participants selecting disagree. Therefore, providing that just over a half of the participants agree or strongly agree with this statement. The data collected under this question suggests that the public perceive the prison housing of transgender women into a male prison to be fair treatment of these female offenders even if it goes against the offenders wishes to identify as women. 
In terms of critically analysing the treatment of male and female offenders within the criminal justice system in England and Wales, it goes without saying that although the majority of the data within this primary research suggests that the public is behind this statement, this statement should be deemed as unfair treatment of transgender offenders as it essentially goes against their basic human rights.

[bookmark: _Toc165998143]Question 12 

The next question within this category requires the participants views and opinions on the impact imprisonment has on reoffending rates.
[image: ]
As presented in the pie chart above 80% of the participants have stated to believe that imprisonment does have an effect on reoffending rates, leaving 20% believing the opposite. This piece of data provides that the publics perception on reoffending rates correlates with that of Clarke (2023). Clarke (2023) provides that adults who had served less than 12 months were in fact subject to a reoffending rate of 53.9%. Although this primary data aligns with the pre-existing literature provided by Clarke (2023), UK Government (2023) suggests that over time the statistical rates of reoffending have fluctuated, therefore providing an inaccurate basis on the understand of whether reoffending is rising or declining. 
In terms of this data, participants where also asked their opinion on why they believe/ do not believe imprisonment has an effect on reoffending. Within the data that has been collected on this question there is a reoccurring mention of the lack of support provided to offenders for once they return to life outside of prison. Examples of these answers are; 
“They know that they’ll have a roof over their heads, not worrying about rent and bills, they get meals 3 times a day”. 
“People sometimes leaves prison with nowhere to go and reoffend to get off the streets. Relationships can form in prison that encourage reoffending”.
“There is little investment (in terms of wellbeing physically, emotionally and financially) for individuals imprisoned. Without this assistance people who have been excluded from mainstream society, will usually reoffend. The only social circle who accept them or can provide for them are like them. Either offenders or career criminals. The state does not”
“From experience I know for a fact that there is no adequate rehab provided for us prisoners”. 
This data suggests that the publics perception on reoffending rates could be eased by providing more offenders with support after their release. Although there is ‘The Female Offender Strategy Delivery Plan’ which is currently being enforced to reduce women’s offending from 2022 to 2025, Hinds (2023), there is lack of evidence that provides a reoffending strategy as prepared for male offenders release as there is for females, portraying a substantial difference in the treatment of male and female offenders.
 





[bookmark: _Toc165998144]4.4 Objective two: Compare and contrast the difference in treatment between male and female offenders.

[bookmark: _Toc165998145]Question 3 

Moving on to the following section this data have been divided into is that which is concerned with the difference in treatment between male and female offenders throughout the criminal justice system within England and Wales.
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This section of the survey questioned the participants on their view of whether male and female offenders are treated differently within the criminal justice system and why. 81.8% of the participants stated that they believe that offenders are in fact treated differently, leaving only 18.2% believing the opposite.
“More sympathy towards female offenders, whereas males typically get harsher sentences for similar crimes”. 
“Women tend to get away with offences than men and get lighter sentences for the same crime that a male has committed”. 
“Because of their (women’s) biological needs”
“As a prison officer I believe that women get less time compared to males for the same offences”.
 Although it is typically believed that the criminal justice system is an equal one, the public have expressed that they believe quite the opposite and the data collected provides that the publics perception presents the belief that females are treated with more leniency in accordance with male offenders. 
However, in terms of women receiving lesser punishments for committing the same crimes as men, subsequently, in terms of gender related crime it is evident to propose that females, as statistically proven, are less inclined to commit crimes, especially violent crimes due to factors such as evolutionary pressure. Comparatively, male offenders have been statistically proven6 to commit crimes, conventional or serious, suggesting males have a stronger link to criminality than females. Parliamentary recorded statistics from 2019 elaborate the proposed theories with the following statistics: In 2019, women were recorded most likely to be convicted of TV licence evasion. Among those convicted of TV licence evasion, 74% were female, accounting for 30% of all female convictions. In terms of male offenders, there was a 98% male prosecution rate for sexual offences and a 93% male prosecution rate for possession of weapons (UK Parliament 2022).

[bookmark: _Toc165998146]Question 7 

The final section of this analysis chapter assesses public perception of the treatment of male and female offenders in England and Wales.
[image: ]

Within this section of the survey participants are proposed with the following; According to Mandal (2019) female offenders have many biological and physiological factors that can impact their experience of imprisonment; pregnancies, hormonal changes and women being primary care givers are prime factors which can cause difficulty to women who are imprisoned. Do you think prison environments should be adapted to accommodate gender differences?
80% of the participants believed that prison environments should be adapted to accommodate gender differences, providing reasonings why, these reasons include;
“It’s only fair someone’s biological needs are met, we can’t help what our bodies are designed to do”.
“Men and women’s bodies and brain are completely different. Women need more care because there bodies change so much. Pregnancy and menopause are huge hormonal changes that need attention that men do not need”.
“As there are many different genders all should be accommodated. The prison sector is very outdated as an institution only recognising male and female”. 
“People will have to deal with life changes whether they are in prison or not, they should get just the same medical care as they would if not in prison, the hardship of prison should remain”.
Although female criminologists have increased in recent times, Menis (2020) states that criminology has been noted to have had a lack of concern within the subject of women criminals, simply due to the topic being labelled as male-dominated and a genderless construct. Not only has there been a lack of criminologist interest on women offenders there is also a lack of detailed documents concerning and recording the experiences of women in prison therefore providing the suggestion that criminal justice system is solely interested with males who offend.
Although females are presented with repercussions of theories such as double deviance, females are becoming recognised as more vulnerable, not just in terms of sentencing but also in terms of acting as a serving offender due to their biological and physiological needs, (Worral 1990). This recognition provides that plans such as ‘The Female Offender Strategy Delivery Plan 2022-25’ have great importance within the criminal justice system. 

[bookmark: _Toc165998147]4.5 Objective 3: Explore public perception on the treatment of male and female offenders in England and Wales.

This chapter has evaluated the public perception of the treatment of male and female offenders within the criminal justice system throughout a series of data collected via a social media accessed survey. The survey has overall implied that the primary data along with preexisting data, that the criminal justice system is inevitably going to provide different treatment to offenders based solely on the offender in questions gender, no matter how equal the criminal justice system attempts to be. Whether this be based off of the assumption that males are more violent than females, or that females are typically treated lesser than males within the criminal justice system due to the biological and physiological factors.


[bookmark: _Toc165998148]5.0 Conclusion 

[bookmark: _Toc165998149]5.1 Introduction

The overall aim of this research was to advance an understanding of the difference in treatment between male and female offenders within the criminal justice system in England and Wales. The specific research objectives within this research were; to explore the prevalence of male and female offending in England and Wales, to compare and contrast the difference in treatment between male and female offenders, and to explore public perception on the treatment of male and female offenders in England and Wales. In order to effectively conclude this dissertation, the findings within these objectives will be summarised and concluded throughout this chapter. 

[bookmark: _Toc165998150]5.2 Objective one: To explore the prevalence of male and female offending in England and Wales. 

In terms of the findings gathered from preexisting literature, the results portray that there is a large difference in terms of the prevalence of male and female offending in England and Wales.  
The preexisting literature researched throughout this dissertation provides a large contrast between the prevalence of male and female offenders throughout the criminal justice system. In terms of arrests and convictions alone UK Government (2023) states that for every 1,000 people, 19.2 males are arrested in comparison to 3.2 females and furthermore this literature has provided that there is a lack of reduction in terms of male arrests as males accounted for 85% of arrests in 2021. 
In terms of primary research conducted throughout this dissertation, the participants involved with the primary research were posed with the question “According to UK Government (2023), males were 6 times more likely to be arrested than females in England and Wales in 2022. Why do you think this is?”. Answers provided to this question consisted of “gender discrimination”, “Males are more violent”, “Gang cultures” and “the system is more lenient towards Women”. in conclusion in terms of this objective, it is clear to state that although there has been no significant findings as to why males are the sex more likely to be arrested, due to their greater likelihood of committing more crimes yet the primary research along with the preexisting literature does provide that somewhere within the criminal justice system men are typically more likely to be arrested than males and females.  

[bookmark: _Toc165998151]5.3 Objective Two: Compare and Contrast the difference in treatment of male and female offenders. 

In terms of researching whether there is a difference in treatment between male and female offenders, literature such as UK Parliament (2022) has provided that there is a substantial difference in terms of the crimes committed between male and female offenders. UK Parliament (2022) provides that in 2019 women were recorded most likely to be convicted of TV licence evasion at 74%, whereas 98% of males were convicted of sexual offences. Which provides a potential cause to the difference in treatment of male and female offenders. 
Furthermore, throughout the primary research conducted, in order to gain an understanding on whether the public believe there is in fact a difference in treatment of male and female offenders, the participants where posed with questions such as “Do you believe females are treated more leniently than males within the criminal justice system in England and Wales”. Answers provided to this section of the primary research consist of participants stating that they believe that females are in fact treated differently to males with lenience. The responses consist of answers such as “more sympathy towards females”, “because of their children” and “because of their biological needs”. 
In conclusion of this objective based off of the findings summaries, there is without a doubt a difference in treatment between male and female offenders, the primary research correlated with the preexisting literature provides there to be more lenience in terms of female offenders, however in terms of finding a concrete reasoning as to why has proved to be limiting. 

[bookmark: _Toc165998152]5.4 Objective Three: Explore public perceptions on the treatment of male and female offenders in England and Wales. 

This objective was completed through a quantitative and qualitative survey which was accessed via social media for any age group above 18. The participants were provided with a number of questions on the topic of the treatment of male and female offenders in the criminal justice system in England and Wales. In order to effectively gather public perception on this objective the participants were requir3ed to answer the follow question, stating yes, no and why; Do you believe male and female offenders are treated differently within the criminal justice system? 81.8% of the participants stated that they do believe that male and female offenders are treated different throughout the criminal justice system. Responses as to why, consist of; “women have different needs”, “their gender”, “special treatment due to vulnerability”. Overall the publics perception on the difference in treatment on male and female offenders throughout the criminal justice system is that there is a large difference in terms of treatment and it is typically believed to be due to the female gender being viewed as vulnerable and how they are believed to lack a criminality mentality.

[bookmark: _Toc165998153]5.5 Limitations 

In terms of limitations, the primary research could have been conducted in other ways in order to reach more participants. The questionnaire only reached 55 respondents where the aim was to reach 100. Instead of distributing the questionnaire through social media alone, including in person interviews with individuals who work within the criminal justice system would have provided a more in-depth view on the difference of treatment between male and female offenders within the criminal justice system. 

[bookmark: _Toc165998154]5.6 Recommendations 

The government should provide a strategy plan equivalent to ‘The Female Offender Strategy Delivery Plan 2022-25’ in order to minimise the difference in treatment between male and female offenders, which will also provide males with the same support and guidance females are provided with throughout and after their sentence.
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