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Introduction:
The aim of this essay is to introduce the forms of child abuse, as well as some legalisation in child protection and safeguarding policies. This paper also investigates the impact of abuse in childhood and give an example of a case when child protection failed to save a child.
Abuse and neglect of a child under the age 18 is child maltreatment. There are physical -, emotional and sexual abuse. Commercial or other exploitation which causes harm to the health, development or dignity of the child are also considered as child abuse. (World Health Organization,2020) Neglect is also a form of maltreatment however it is often not intentional.
Types of abuse:
Physical abuse is an intentional use of physical force. (Buthcart et al. 2006, p. 10) It causes harm, injury in some cases resulting in death. Physical abuse is not always directly inflicted by the abuser. There are various forms of physical abuse including: slapping, hitting, punching, biting, kicking, slapping, throwing, poisoning, suffocating, burning, or shaking a child. Using physical violence by a carer or a parent is still a form of discipline in some families.
Where physical abuse is present, there is usually emotional abuse as well. It can cause serious harm in the mental development of a child, although it is not as visible as the other forms of abuse. “It can be especially damaging in infancy.” (HM Government, 2010, p. 260) It is common to blame, threaten, frighten and constantly belittle the victim. (Buthcart et al. 2006, p. 10) The child often facing rejection by the ones who should care for him. The signs of emotional abuse might be easy to spot, but it is hard to prove.
Sexual abuse: Forcing a child to participate in sexual activities, regardless of the child being aware of what is going on. (Radford et al. p. 22) It can be physical, such as, rape or oral sex, or non – physical, like forcing the child to watch sexual activity. Grooming a child to sexual activity is also sexual abuse. “Children and young people can be trafficked into or within the UK to be sexually exploited.” (NSPCC) Sexual exploitation can be gang activity or it can happen online.





Neglect is not intentional unlike the other types of abuse. In general, a child is neglected if his physical and emotional needs are ignored. Forms of neglect are various. According to the NSPCC (2021), there are emotional-, educational-, physical and medical neglect. Emotional neglect means that a child’s feelings are ignored, he is humiliated, he does not get any affection. Medical neglect is when a child does not get health- or dental care. An example of this type of neglect is when a four-year-old boy has severe dental caries. He still gets sugary drinks and brushing his teeth is not required by his parents. (Smitt et al. 2018) Educational neglect is when a child is not sent to school and is not educated elsewhere. Physical neglect is when a child is not getting enough food or clothing and do not have adequate housing. (Keeping children safe in education 2021, p. 12) 
Witnessing domestic abuse is also child abuse: The law has changed recently regarding the victim of domestic abuse. Children who witnessed domestic abuse are also considered victims of abuse. (Domestic Abuse Act 2021) “Domestic abuse has been identified as an Adverse Childhood Experience and can lead to emotional, physical and psychological harm.” (Gloucestershire Safeguarding Children Executive, p. 1) 
Abuse and neglect have a severe impact, which can result: self – harm, anti-social behaviour, drug using, alcoholism, anxiety, depression and eating disorders. (Working Together to Safeguard Children, 2010, p. 258) Abuse or neglect frequently leads in low self-image and self-esteem. Forms of abuse are related to each other. Physical abuse comes with emotional abuse and often with neglect. Children who are emotionally abused or neglected at home can be sexually exploited outside of their homes. They do not get attention and affection at home, therefore they become  easy target of grooming.
Abuse and neglect have an enormous impact on the child’s social and emotional development. (Rehill and Oppenheim, 2021). It can also determine chances in adulthood, and often make it harder to cope with the challenges in life.
Childhood abuse is not only harmful for the children, but because it shapes the personality, as adults they can still suffer from the trauma which happened at their early age. Parenting is influenced by childhood experience. Recognising that what happened in the childhood was wrong and not a pattern that should follow as a parent is crucial.



Safeguarding children means, protecting children from maltreatment. Avoiding harm to children's mental and physical health and development. Taking steps to ensure that all children have the best outcomes. Making sure that children are raised in circumstances that allow for safe and effective care delivery. (Working Together to Safeguard Children, 2018, pp. 6-7.)
The online safety of children is still an issue. Following an NSPCC campaign, online grooming became a criminal offence in 2017., which is an improvement in child protection. Those who commit this type of crime will be at the sex offenders register and will be sentenced for two years in prison.(Ministry of Justice, 2017) It is a significant improvement in child protection. Although it might prevent some perpetrators from grooming online, children are still not safe in the virtual space. They still can be a victim of sexual abuse online and they still have access to platforms that are not appropriate to their age. NSPCC campaigned for children’s online safety. The campaign was successful, the government announced that keeping children safe will be the duty of tech companies in the future. But Online Safety Bill has not become a law yet. (NSPCC, 2021)
Protecting children is everyone’s responsibility who work with them, but in England the Department for Education is in charge for safeguarding of children. (Johnson, 2019)
If there is reason to believe that a child has suffered significant harm, it is the role of the local authority to investigate and decide whether to interfere. (Children Act 1989)
Since Victoria Climbie died still too many children lost their life as a direct result of abuse. Although child protection policies have improved over the years than the system still does not provide adequate protection for children.
Children Act 2004 is based on the 1989 Children Act.
According to Children Act 2004 local authorities are required to make plans to how to help work together with partners and agencies with the aim to improve the well-being of local children. Agencies, local authorities, health services and police while carrying out their duties, must safeguard and promote the welfare of children. According to this Act, the local authority, the police and NHS CCG are responsible to define how the protection of children should work locally. (Foster, 2020)




Baby P also belonged to Haringey council as Victoria Climbie, but Peter was on the child protection register, unlike Victoria. Peter was seen in a hospital 34 times, his well-being was concerned, but professionals did not do enough to save him. According to Cynthia Bower, the process was too slow and social care and health care professionals did not collaborate. (Wise, 2009, p. 1) Baby P. was only 10months old when his injuries were reported by a GP. (All Wales Basic Safeguarding Awareness Training Version 2) Following this report his mother was arrested and Peter was registered on child protection. Not short after these events, his mother got him back, although she was on bail. By the time he got more injuries, which was reported to the police. Effective child protection measures were still not taken. Although social services arrange a family friend to look after the baby’s care, but they were not aware that the mother lives with a man who also abused Peter. A few days before his death Baby P was seen by a social worker, when his bruises were concealed with chocolate. Crown Prosecution Service still did not find enough evidence to arrest the mother. An example for a lack of communication was that a practitioner examined Baby P two days prior his death. Although she saw bruises on him, she did not do a full physical examination on him. She was not aware of Peter’s background. “She was not trained in child protection” according to Dr Hammond (2014).
Questions remained why Peter was given back to her mother when she was arrested beforehand. Abuse of the child continued while he was with his mother. Reports were made several times and he was still not taken away. There was insufficient evidence to charge the mother, but he was seen 60 times by professionals during his short life. Child protection procedures were clearly not followed in the case of Baby P. The local authority and agencies did not act according to the Children Act 2004.
Children have a right to get education, which can happen at school or at home. Home schooling can be as effective as studying at school, but there are concerns regarding the well-being of the children who do not get their education in an institute. They can be invisible or isolated as Khyra Ishaq. However, there were other factors as well than the home education in her case, but this played a huge role in her death. Since she passed away, the regulations around home schooling have not changed much. According to the Education Act 1996 the local authority’s duty to identify the children who do not get any education. She was failed by the system, she was not educated at home, but she was starved to death. 




Although children from age five should get a full-time education even if they are home schooled, there is no requirement to follow the national curriculum. (UK Government) If someone wants to educate his child, he only needs to inform the school as Khyra’s mother did.
Legislation regarding home education is about to change for many reasons. With the system of Elective Home Education, parents will have a choice if they want to educate their children at home or want to send them to school. There will be assessment for suitable education for those who choose home schooling. With the EHE register it will be possible to track, that how many children receive education. According to the Department’s guidance, local authorities should contact at least annually with those who choose home education. (UK Parliament, 2021) It is an improvement that there will be requirement a suitable education, but contacting a household with home schooled children just once a year is simply insufficient. 
The role of schools is crucial in prevention.
Health Education became compulsory in schools from 2020. (Department for Education, 2021) The government made a guidance about what and how these subjects need to be taught. Relationship Education is taught in primary schools and secondary school children study Relationship and Sex Education as a part of national curriculum.
These subjects are crucial to protect children because they need to be aware of what is abuse. With this knowledge, they will know how to be safe. In case if they become a victim of abuse or they witness abuse, they will know whom to report it to. They also need to learn about what is a healthy relationship, in order to avoid a potential abusive intimate partner. Sex education is also necessary, because in many families this topic is taboo, or parents just do not find it easy to talk about it. Children learn about that they do not need to tolerate bullying and sexual harassment.
Schools protect their students in other ways as well than educating them. All schools in Sandwell are part of the project, which is called Operation Encompass. (Davis, 2021) Police, schools, and the local authority work together to protect children who might be exposed to domestic violence. Domestic abuse cases where police got involved are reported now in the school, then a Key Adult informs the local authority about it. This is an especially useful initiation, because the school is aware a possible incident which happened with their student, they can help him during the school day. “Operation Encompass aims to mitigate this harm by facilitating immediate support, making a child's day better and giving them a better tomorrow.” (Gloucestershire Safeguarding Children)


The role of the school in safeguarding children is especially important because they are in the position to deal with concerns regarding child abuse. The aim of Keeping children safe in education 2021 the protection students from maltreatment, avoiding harm to the development of children's mental and physical health. Providing the background for children which is consistent with their safe and effective care. Taking steps which resulted the best for children.
Immediate response is necessary from a part of staff who concerns about a child’s welfare. The staff need to act in line with the school’s own policy and need to inform the designated person at the school. The next step can be arranging a pastoral support for the child or an Early Help Assessment. If there is a concern that the child might suffer from harm referral needed to statutory services. 
Recommendations, conclusion:
  Many failures occurred when signs were unnoticed, ignored or a relevant person did not act in time or at all. It is recommended if any concerns arise, or a potential abuse is reported an immediate visit is needed. Following the initial visit, a child needs to be visited frequently, once a month is simply not enough. In case of any non-minor injury, a child has to be placed elsewhere, at least temporarily. Sufficient number of staff and adequate training is crucial. Effective communication and cooperation among professionals are essential. Punctual record keeping is also needed. The conclusion of this essay is that none of the legalisation and policies in child protection is effective if they only exist in theory and are not applied in a real life.
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