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1. Provide a critical analysis of safeguarding children practices and policies in England (historical and present day) including legislation, policies, and procedures.



Introduction
This essay responds to the question provided above, as it is focusing on the practices and policies of safeguarding children in England. It offers a critical analysis on the procedures through which we identify abuse and some of the main characteristics and forms of children abuse, as it is important to be aware of these factors before considering safeguarding. Therefore, it is presented in great detail some of the key legislations that are the foundation to all agencies, their policies, and procedures. Lastly, there are presented some of the core agencies and organizations that are working to safeguarding children, as well as their policies and practices.



Safeguarding Children
Cambridge Dictionary (2021) states that safeguarding represents the protection for children and adults who are vulnerable and can be easily hurt physically and emotionally. It represents the action that is taken to promote and apply the welfare of children and protecting them from harm, which in simplest terms signifies the importance of having the capability to protect and ensure safety from adults and other children who might represent a risk for them. Safeguarding children also means being able to offer them the chances of growing up in an environment in which they can develop without being afraid of those around them. It includes protection from abuse, harmful incidents, bullying, discrimination, and other negative factors involved that could obstruct the development of the children as well as its mental state and wellbeing. 
What It Includes
This process if based on policies and procedures, as well as on codes of behaviour, codes of conduct, principles, and nationwide legislation (Save the Children, 2021). As it represents a worldwide movement, this process if safeguarding children has well defined rules and applications in England, and it is a must for those who work in this system to be aware if the importance of applying these in practice.
What Is Significant Harm
Talking about legislations, policies, and procedures, one of the most important terms that has been used in a fundamental legislation and has a big impact in this process off safeguarding children is significant harm. It represents the comparison between a child that has been harmed and has his health and development severely affected and the expectations of a child who has not been affected by these factors. The terms base is ‘harm’ which represents “the ill treatment or the impairment of the health or development of children” (Legislation UK, 2012)
Some Facts
Radford et al. (2011) states that in 2000 and 2010 shows that there is a substantial minority for children in England who have experienced severe maltreatment and abuse in school, from their colleagues and other children and at home from parents, immediate family members and other adults around them. It also states that one in 5 children has experienced maltreatment and abuse and 1 in 3 children are sexually abused by adults but are too afraid to tell anyone after it happened. Consequently, these negative experiences have also been associated with inferior mental health states.
The Impact of Safeguarding Children In England
The Department for Children, Schools and Families (2008) states that in England, in 2008 there were 37,000 children who were the in the care of care orders in paper, when in reality there were 60,000 children looked after by local authorities. DCSF also states that Home Office data shows that at the time, 55 children have been murdered by their own parent or by an adult that the children knew. These numbers are continuously rising, and because now we are also putting the pressure on mental health, it is important to understand the principles, legislation, policies, and procedures of safeguarding children.

In order to understand better the legislations, policies, and procedures this essay focuses on, as well as most importantly what are the implications of applying safeguarding children in England, there must be made a critical analysis upon the types of abuse and when it is known that there must be made an interference and application of this process.
Main types of abuse. Legislation and Policies.
The Care and Support Statuary Guidance (GOV UK, 2021) demonstrates that the main types of abuse safeguarding practices are focusing on in England are physical abuse, domestic violence, sexual abuse, paedophilia, neglect, emotional abuse, and discriminatory abuse. These have helped those who work in the system and the government create legislations and codes and agencies to develop procedures and policies in order to establish the safeguard of children living in these types of risks and negative environments.
 1. Physical abuse
Physical abuse it is one of the most obvious signs of abuse as well as the first one that comes in handy to adults and children that harm vulnerable children. OSCB (2021) states that it is an intentional way of hurting children and that the most predictable signs which might hint towards physical abuse are: bruises, burns or scalds, bite marks, fractured bones, broken members, other health problems such as respiratory problems, seizures. It is also explained that most adults who harmful children intentionally must suffer from health issues or have experienced abuse as well. It is also recommended an agency called Childline (2021) which states that their policy is to identify these types of behaviours and as part of their practice, be there to support and protect children and young people under the age of 19, possible only if the indicators are recognised.
 2. Sexual Abuse
One of the most negatively impactful abuses that children suffer from is sexual abuse. It represents an activity in which an adult takes advantage of a minor through contact (for example, sexual touching any part of the body) or non-contact (for example, flashing a child). The trauma that sexual abuse brings can be brain damaging and have serious implications in the development of the children’s state of mind and their cognitive development (Shonkoff et al, 2008; Shonkoff et al, 2014). Therefore the key legislation on which the agencies are fundamental their policies on is the Sexual Offences Act 2003. Some of the signs that draw the attention towards sexual abuse are bruises, bleedings, pain and soreness in the genital area and sexually transmitted infections (Lindon and Webb, 2016). Agencies who safeguard children sexually abused practice their policies by assessing the impacts on the children and then supporting them in all means, especially trying to move on in their life)
 3. Neglect
NSPCC Learning (2020) states that neglect is a form of abuse that can have serious and long-lasting impacts on a child’ life. There are four main types of neglect: physical neglect, educational neglect, emotional neglect, and medical neglect (Horwath, 2007). The recognition of a child who is neglect may come from the environment he lives in (if it is a toxic environment in which is left alone for a long time, and it is smelly and dirty for example) as well as the poor condition he finds himself. The NSPCC’s policy, which is focusing on helping children and family thrive, is also related to an evidence-based tool called ‘Graded Care Profile 2’, applied in children neglect cases. This practice implies a scale from 1 to 5 and allows professionals assess the state of neglect a child is in, as well as taking other legal actions in other to safeguard him. This practice is a common approach in all safeguarding agencies.
 4. Emotional Abuse
Children are vulnerable human beings, and can be abused by anyone (parents, family members, friends, and other children) and therefore, there are multiple categories of emotional abuse such as rejection, isolation, denying emotional responsiveness, exploiting, or corrupting and terrorising. In all parts of the UK, children over 16 can be prosecuted for such acts. The key legislation on which agencies base their activity when safeguarding children who suffer from emotional abuse is Children and Young Persons Act 1933 (UK GOV, 2020). For example, the Action for Children Agency (2020) states that their mission was to make the UK law against child abuse much clearer and effective, and with the help of other external parts and agencies, they have made it possible. Therefore, there are several practices which help safeguarding children emotionally. Some of them are giving children a voice (carers must be able to build safe and trusting relationships with children) and try to offer early help such as understanding the child’s need. These can only be applied if the indicators are taken into consideration (lack of confidence, struggle to control emotions).

Legislation – Timeline
When it comes to legislation as part of the fundamental existence of all policies procedures, and conducts, there must be a deeper understanding of what the legislation is imposing and what it is focusing on overall. The legislation is the most important rule that needs to be followed by all citizens and all governors as it represents the essential laws, rules, and rights of everyone in a state. In England, not like many other European states, the legislation is clear, concise and it comes as an advantage for all individuals. Therefore, the legislation regarding safeguarding children is the basic foundation of all agencies involved in this process, as well as an essential matter for all citizens of the UK.
In 1989, it has been applied the Children Act 1989 (UK GOV, 1991), a big step in the right direction. From the start it has implemented the statement which confirms that this legislation is an act that focuses on the law referring to children, and them being provided with help from the local authorities when in need. It also specifies how it is a must to be respecting the children’s hime, protection of children, voluntary homes and voluntary organizations, agencies which will be the support system of the children in need, as well as private arrangements for fostering children and child minding and day care for young children. 
Another legislation that has been part of all agencies and organizations working with children and wanting to help and support them is the Children’s Act 2004 (UK GOV, 2004) which lawfully states that all organizations working with children must be able to ensure safeguarding for children and promote their welfare. It is a developed, much clearer, and more effective legislation than the one from 1989 as it argues that all people who work in educational and non-educational settings must be aware of this law and the rights of the children to be safe and protected. Its ultimate purpose was to allow the government to create a Children’s Commissioner as well as appointing a director of child’s services in each local authority in England.
In addition, a legislation that has been amended later on and has been focusing on not only children, but all vulnerable groups is the Protection of Freedoms Act 2012, in which DBS (2015) argues that this legislation, in regard to children, is looking at the implementation of all organizations who must consider a supervision guidance developed by the Department of Education when considering a role for the position of teaching, training, caring for or supervising children. This will therefore allow agencies get notified much quicker by workers in the educational system of forms of abuse or strange behaviours children have in school, as well as drawing attention upon some of the backgrounds of the children which might affect its behaviour and academic performance.
All legislations that are relating to children are granting the agencies and carers to be able to perform safeguarding for children. It is a priority for us, citizens inn England, to be aware of the indicators of abuse in children and young adults and be able to respond to them accordingly. That is why, there are multiple agencies who policies are to offer support to both children and those who want to report a case of abuse.
While critically assessing some of legislation developed for and about children in England, there have been several connections with agencies and organizations who perform practices and policies in England. 

Agencies In England Focusing on Safeguarding Children
 1. Action for Children 
The policies this agency is focusing on are based on the importance of making children heard and offering them the support needed (Action for Children, 2018). Its practices is aiming towards carrying out research, working with politicians to offer support to children in need (including financial support), as well as making sure that the legislation is up to date and in conformity with the reality and the true number of cases. This agency also uses petitions and campaigns to make the children’s voices heard and make people of the UK aware of both the legislation that they need to understand and the needs and wants of children who are abused daily. 
2. NSPCC 
This agency is one of the biggest safeguarding agencies in England. It states (2019) Its main policies rely on two simple statements: to make sure the children are protected and to respond to children protection concerns. Burns (2021) states that the agency has had a record in numbers of phone calls during the pandemic and that the helpline was contacted almost 85,000 times. This is due their effective practices that should be generally applied in all England: Recognise, Respond (Report and Assess), Prevent (if possible), and apply Key Legislation (presented earlier) and Procedures. This way, it follows the history of a child’s abuse, asses and then respond and apply policies accordingly: “Each service we provide is evaluated at different stages and from different perspectives so we can learn what works best and improve our provision”.
3. Save the Children 
The agency (2019) states that they represent an organization which policies focus on protecting the children, that they are kept safe and that the staff working for them will never exploit their position of trust it has been given to them in the first place. It also states that it has a zero-tolerance of any form of harm to children, perpetrated by staff, adults, carers, and others as they are a child-focused organization. The main policy that it is highlighted by the organization is that the safeguarding and wellbeing of the children. Their practices are aiming at working to ensure that children abused are getting the healthcare needed, as well as learning possibilities and child protection services when children need it the most. They are also committed to helping all children fulfil their dreams and achieve their goals by ensuring a safe environment that offers them the possibility of growing up healthy, get educated and stay safe. 


Conclusion
In conclusion, this essay respond to the question written before the introduction and offers a critical analysis upon some of the key implications of safeguarding in England: some aspects related to safeguarding children (definition, importance), main forms of children abuse in England correlated with legislation, procedures and practices applied in order to make the process efficient, some of the key legislation which is essential for the citizens of England, as well as the agencies working in safeguarding children, and organizations and agencies who have been supporting and working for this process and the children involved who are abused in England and all UK. 
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