This essay will look at the barriers children and young people face living in a lower middle-income country in accessing a good quality education. Education is a human right and should be accessible to ALL, as stated in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child  (UNCRC) article 28 states,
28.1 “Parties recognise the right of the child to education, and with a view to achieving this right progressively and on the basis of equal opportunity , they shall, in particular (a) make primary education compulsory and available free to all 28(b)  Encourage the development of different forms of secondary education, including general and vocational education, make them available and accessible to every child, and take appropriate measures such as the introduction of free education and offering financial assistance in case of need” )” (UNICEF, the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the child, no date). 
School should be a place not only to learn inclusively but a place that provides safety, nurturing,  respect, community, free meals, vaccinations, and health checks. The experiences children receive in their childhood can have a positive or negative impact on their cognitive, physical, and emotional wellbeing and have a detrimental impact on their future success in society. Many children living in poorer countries are disadvantaged and are ostracised in their communities  and struggle to gain an education, which can lead them to be vulnerable and exposed to harm. Children often suffer in silence and do not have the support from Society, according to Bronfenbrenner Ecological system if their microsystem and mesosystem experiences are impacted this will have a negative effect on their development. Other  theorist believed for a child to thrive they need to have their basic needs met, Maslow’s theory suggests for a child to progress they need to have their  physiological needs which consist of food, shelter, clothing, safety needs, schooling, community to be able to advance  to self-actualisation ((McLeod, 2007). 
In the United Kingdom Education is inclusive and accessible to all.  Children access modern schools where pedagogy is taught in safe infrastructures, children have clean drinking water, free school meals (FSM) for children living in low-income families. Children have a voice and are aware of their rights which are embedded into the rights respecting school policies. However, children in other countries across the globe are not as fortunate and experience many barriers in receiving a good quality education, some of the barriers include poverty, funding, social and cultural and gender equality. Reports from leading world organisations suggest “the learning crisis is the greatest global challenge to preparing children and adolescents for life, work and active citizenship (UNICEF, 2015)
This essay will explore the barriers children face being born into a caste society in India.  Unfortunately, children in India are being denied their basic rights set out by the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) 1989 and face discrimination based on their caste. Article 2 notes for
“ States respect, and ensure that all children can enjoy, the rights contained within the UNCRC without discrimination of any kind, irrespective of the child’s or his or her parent’s or legal guardian’s race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national, ethnic or social origin, property, disability, birth or other status. In addition, states must take all legislative and administrative measures to ensure such protection and care as is necessary for his or her wellbeing”(UK Parliament, 2020).
In India over the last decade there has been an increase with Government support in education, nevertheless  the country is still unable to fulfil their duty to ensure that every child is secured a meal, clean drinking water, sanitation, and an inclusive education for all (Mukherjee, 2019).  Children in India face discrimination due to religion and culture. The caste system has been part of India’s history for 2,000 years and is one of the oldest cultures across the Globe (Tiwari, 2010). The Caste system is from the Hindu religion and Buddhist gods and consists of hereditary endogamous groups, the highest caste being the Brahmins whose occupation would be, (Priests), Kshatriyas (Warriors) Vaishyas (merchants, businessmen) Shudras (labourers, commoners, servants) and then the lowest caste the untouchables known as the Dalits do not even make it into the hierarchy (Tiwari, 2010). The name Dalit means “oppressed” or “broken” and a term they gave to themselves in  the1930s (Szczepanski, 2020). Dalits are part of an ancient culture based on where you belong in society, the surname you were born with determines the caste you belong to and therefore determines your place in society. Once you are borne into a Caste you cannot progress to a higher Caste.  
In 1947 when India gained independence the Caste system became illegal however 70 years on and the caste system is still very much part of Indian society today. Children face many barriers to accessing an education due to Society failing to protect Dalit children; they often find themselves being discriminated due to their scheduled Caste and are shunned on and forbidden to interact with higher Caste children in society. In schools Teachers from upper caste also discriminate against them and give them degrading jobs such as manual scavenging around the school premises ( International Dalit Solidarity Network, no date). Dalit children are segregated from upper caste children and are unable to sit and eat with others who are not in their scheduled caste, they often find themselves verbally abused from other higher caste children and are threatened with physical abuse and sexual harassment by teachers. A report from The International Dalit Solidarity Network (2017) reported that a Jat caste principal of a government school in Rajasthan made eleven Dalit children squat for the full day then brutally beat them as punishment for drinking water from his pot and accused them of  defiling his pot of water. This form of abuse impacts on their physical and mental health and their self-esteem and is against the law. Due to the discrimination and humiliation Dalit children receive in their schools  they often leave education  before the age of 11 years.  UNICEF, 2022 claims 51% of  Dalit children drop out of government schools The UNCRC article 28 (e) states “to take measures to encourage regular attendance at schools and the reduction of drop-out rates ”(Unicef,2004). Nevertheless, children rights are ignored, and Dalit children end up dropping out of school to remove themselves from being discriminated and abused. By leaving school they are placed in a vulnerable position to child labour and early Marriage which is illegal under the prohibition of child marriage act 2006, yet a report from the Office of the Registrar General census commissioner of India highlighted 12,105 children divorced between the ages of 10-14 years old (Datta,2019). Regrettably thousands of children still make statistics due to communities not wanting to intervene in what they feel as traditional values, Teachers, society, and family members turn a blind eye. When young Dalit girls are forced into marriage, they are not protected and frequently under the age of 18 years which according to Constitutional laws of India is forbidden. Young brides  are commonly abused by their husbands, and their families, and landowners. Once married they become pregnant in their adolescents without choice  and therefore don not return to school  their education is stolen from them, which leaves them without the knowledge to know their rights or how to be protect themselves (National Dalit society, 2017). Girls face barriers in keeping themselves safe from harm, children have even been abused on their way to school and in the school grounds. 
Reports issued by a global paper in 2020 the Guardian stated that India was the most dangerous country for women and young girls and reported Dalit children being raped as young as three years of age by upper caste men. The upper caste victimises girls and treat them as impure and like objects so they can take revenge and keep the lower caste oppressed ( Ellis-Peterson, 2020). Women and young girls are attacked, beaten, raped, gang raped, and there have been reports that children have been murdered. According to Jerath, 2020 reports that  10 children a day are raped in India, the highest cases are girls aged between 10-13 years of age however the real statistic is significantly higher but due to justice systems turning a blind an eye cases are not being reported by officials  due to the perpetrators being of a higher Caste. Only 10% of cases are successfully convicted the only cases of convictions were either ones where children had been murdered or were under the age of six years old (Jerath, 2020). Laws are not being sufficiently enforced (Abhinanda,2019). The scheduled Castes and scheduled Tribe’s act (Prevention of Atrocities) Act 1989 was amended in 2015 to include specialists courts and speedy trials to speed the justice system and to give rehabilitation for victims and  protection for scheduled Caste  however the law has not been implemented. 
The Sustainable Development Goals 16.3 states “to promote the rule of law at the National and international levels and ensure equal access to justice for all” (United Nations, Development Goals,2020) Governments need to act on these barbaric acts, they have a duty of care to protect vulnerable children, by not acting they are consciously denying them a future. 
Other barriers children face in accessing an education is extreme poverty and with the coronavirus pandemic has left millions of children at risk.  Vaid, 2020 reports Before the pandemic it was estimated that 155 million children in India were living in multidimensional poverty. Children not only suffer from malnutrition they live in poor infrastructures. The barriers they face to receive any form of education is enormous they face inadequate learning environments (schools) poor quality of teaching and restricted learning resources and  do not have any experiences of technology which as we live in an evolving hi tec world children living in low middle income countries are left behind. 
In 2015 the Sustainable Development Goals which was agreed by 193 countries  and had 17 sustainable Goals with 3 dimensions which included Social, Economic and Environment and with the aim by 2030 there would be an end to poverty and peace would be across the Globe (United Nations, 2020). The Sustainable Development Goals (4) states to “ensure that all learners are provided with knowledge and skills to promote sustainable lifestyles, human rights, gender equality, promotion of a culture of peace and non-violence, global citizenship, and appreciation of cultural diversity and of culture’s contribution to sustainable development” (United Nations, 2020).
Oppressed communities need educating, to stop Caste children being discriminated and laws need to be abided by to protect children having their childhoods taken away from them. India has its own constitutional laws and policies to protect children as stated in article 15 of the Constitution of India notes it prohibits discrimination on grounds of religion, race, caste, sex or place of birth and article 17, the abolishment of untouchability in any practice to be forbidden  (Mayukhgupta, no date).
 Nevertheless, even with  Government and international laws Dalit children are yet to receive protection as laws are not being enforced, so the cycle continues. According to the International Dalit Solidarity Network, Governments need to address the exclusion of children in affected communities and eliminate the existing caste-based discrimination in schools including abolishing any demeaning references in textbooks and ensure all children in socially oppressed caste are respected in the entire education system and educate the importance of non-discrimination. Stated in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights Article 1 
“Caste discrimination involves massive violations of civil, political, economic, Social and cultural rights. Caste-affected communities are denied a life in dignity and equality” (International Dalit Solidarity Network, no date).
We need to educate society;  India has the highest illiteracy in the world and with and poverty is a widespread barrier to education. According to reports from The Times of India 2021 India has the highest number of stunted children in the world data released 40.6 million children. The Sustainable Goals identified that 144 million children under 5 are stunted. Since the first declaration on the rights of the child in 1924 there has been The Universal Declaration of  Human Rights (UDHR) came into place in 1947, the  Declaration of the rights in 1959 the convention on the rights of the child (CRC) in 1989 and was the first international treaty to include and have an equal emphasis on civil, economic, political, social, cultural rights. The African charter on the rights of the welfare of the child (ACRWC) was adopted in 1990 However with all the rights if children are unable to access a safe education how will they be able to know and understand their rights. And across the Globe rights of the child are not consistent and culture plays a part in their rights as a child  The African charter on the rights of the child ACRWC definition of a child is up to the age of 18 and gives legal and protection of rights up until this age, however the CRC defines a child as “any human being under eighteen unless under laws applicable to the child, majority is attained earlier” In Nigeria Under the Children and young person’s laws it notes that a child is someone under the age of fourteen years. Where culture influences when a child is old enough to marry. Culture is used as an excuse by several countries in Africa for the non-implementation of  the rights of the child ((Ekundayo, 2015) ACRWC is clearer about issues that affect Africa and are not stated in the CRC. Both focus on children’s survival and development, protection and rights to participation and protect the child. In India children rights are ignored and their voice is taken away from.  Society turns a blind eye on the vulnerable and continue to ignore. In India the Right of Children to free compulsory Education act came into effect in 2009 to endorse a free compulsory education for children aged between 6yeras and 14 years (Lahariya,2018). Unfortunately, children are denied an education due to their gender in many parts in India.
Society needs to change, Governments need to adhere to the Global strategies and ensure that every child has their  human rights met so that our children can fulfil their lives to the full,  The Sustainable goals state “Obtaining a quality education is the foundation to creating sustainable development. In addition to improving quality of life, access to inclusive education can help equip locals with the tools required to develop innovative solutions to the world’s greatest problems” (United Nations, Sustainable Development Goal, no date). Governors, teachers, and non-teaching staff need to have the appropriate training on issues regarding discrimination, exclusion, equity and inclusion (National Dalit Movement for Justice< 2017). Childhood is precious and education is powerful ensuring children all over the world an education where they feel safe, and they can thrive must be at the forefront of every Government and policies and legislation need to be adhered to. If Laws are weak then children will suffer, societies will continue with cultures that are harmful and suppress individuals. To ensure all children to become global citizenships will educate them to become  healthy citizens ensuring adults and children are educated, all over the world is of great importance reaching the children living in slums and  educating the poorest areas of society so we can eradicate poverty, so children and adults can have the opportunities to employment and remove themselves from poverty.  Duncan 2013 suggests Education is vital to eliminating gender inequality, to eradicating poverty and creating a sustainable world, and to fend off unnecessary deaths and illness and promote peace in the world. The rights of the child and SDGs need to be implemented in all areas to ensure children receive the education they deserve so they can become active citizens in the world. Children also have a right to knowing their culture and embracing what they believe in if it is safe to so. Rights should be embedded so children have access to knowing what is right and what they are entitled to.  Children should be nurtured as Nelson Mandela quotes “ Our children are the rock on which our future will be built, our greatest asset as a nation” (Quote fancy, no date). 
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