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Description 
For this reflective writing piece I will be using Graham Gibbs; model of reflection (Gibbs, 1988) to go through each section  of designing a curriculum and  receiving peer review feedback about the proposed curricula, Gibbs reflective recycle incorporates elements of reflection which involve discussion and analysis of professional development and this is something I am keen to focus on.
My curriculum proposal is a six week taster course for students on the practice of Therapeutic photography. It's target is level four students who are looking at University studies and will take place in a university setting.  It would run in the summer holidays with a maximum intake of 15 students, this is  so that the potential students do not get interrupted during their school curriculum as this could cause stress. It has a mixture of lectures, seminars, workshops and tutorials with the  opportunity to also have peer reviews.
The aim for this curriculum is to use cognitivism and pragmatism inspired by Guy Clayton, who believed that learning can be confusing and lonely at points but at the same time learning can be exhilarating and exciting(Clayton.G). I aim to create a curriculum proposal that includes key social skills which have important application, that co-exist within the academic content, especially in the Arts disciplines: “mutual co-operation, trust, tolerance, fair mindedness and a heightened degree of sensitivity to the learners. (Flinders & Thornton, 2013; Lim, 2006, p. 67).
Feelings 
Throughout the process of designing this curriculum proposal, I have experienced a range of emotions. I felt a sense of excitement and enthusiasm about the potential positive impact this therapeutic photography curriculum proposal can have on students’ wellbeing. However, I also experienced a degree of apprehension and pressure, as I wanted to ensure the curriculum would effectively engage and educate students whilst following the correct benchmarks and professional standards. 
I have endeavoured to offer as much detail on this innovative curriculum proposal, as possible given the word limitations. The Peer feedback has reassured me that I have created a worthwhile curriculum and this has boosted my self-belief in being a worthwhile practitioner. I agreed with the positive and practical comments  such as; “ Very sensible consideration of multiple facades of this course including the ‘hidden curriculum’” as well as the “justification for the course convincing and very well thought over” and the positive comments helped me to make sure I  am heading in the right tracks with the proposal I have compiled.  By contrast the formal feedback received made me disheartened.  It would be valuable  for me to take up more one to one tutorials where offered and by asking. If the PCET and my experience with students has taught me anything it is that student self-belief and confidence encourages their learning and I wish my experience had been as positive.

Evaluation 
Upon reflections, I have identified several strengths and weaknesses in the curriculum, both from revisiting the curriculum and from receiving peer review feedback in relation to the curriculum proposal. The strengths included the inclusion of various interactive and experiential learning activities such as hands on workshops and group discussions. These activities will foster greater engagement and aid the application of theoretical concepts in students practice .However, and case studies in the curriculum, which were flagged as lacking in the original document.
I thought I hade create a professional and presentable curriculum design which is nice to follow and easy to understand, With the aim to use correct grammar and spelling and a content page so that its easier for the reader to find each part of the curriculum proposal. In the curriculum there was pagination and grammar errors which is liked to result of editing errors and I will spend more time on this in future.
 A  peer reviewer mentioned in the feedback that “Possible improvements could be building in some more formative assessment earlier on would allow for gauging and adjusting learning”;  Throughout  the  six week course:  group sessions called “ rolling critiques”, where students give and get  peer reviews as well as feedback on their work from the practitioners, this is common practice in the Art Disciplines but this should have been spelt out in  greater detail in my curriculum.  The students will also have a one to one tutorial each week so that the practitioners can see how the students are working and provide valuable feedback for the students to build on.



One of the strengths of this curriculum is it's focus on it's target audience: students who will have just completed A’levels or college  and are looking at University education.  To help them to understand the step up in education level at University I set the curriculum at level four,  this is a deliberate move to stretch the students and challenge them. “Skill involves much more then knowledge” (Pratt.D, 1980, p175)  and In my opinion, this should be focus on more  as when students are learning anything new, it is going to start of as a challenge (Davies. A, 2002) specially when it is above their learning level but this will  help to lead  students to be able to challenge existing beliefs, keep an open mind and address personal prejudices (Davies.A, 2002), whilst at the same time developing  skills  through practice as “ the necessity for practice to develop competent performance is the distinguishing mark of a skill” (Pratt.D,1980, p175).

Analysis 
To inform the development of the curriculum, I engage in extensive research on therapeutic photograph. Drawing scholarly articles, books, reputable online resources and comments and observations from Higher Education professionals. This analytical approach allowed me to gain a comprehensive knowledge base and informed the structure and content of the curriculum. 
 Creating this curriculum, I  have been  thinking about something David Pratt said about practitioners who are working on a curriculum, have their own type of hierarchy of needs which will determine the priorities and categories that has their own value system (Pratt.D, 1980, p61), I realise that  the justification should have been stronger so that it shows how important this is for  students  Self-esteem, confidence building and mental health, as well as the development of their understanding of what University level education, especially in the Arts, entails and, of course the development of their Photography skills. This curriculum could also facilitate transition from School to University in a number of other academic areas utilising the medium of Photography, which is a universal and generationally orientated pastime as a platform to engage potential students and encourage them into further and higher education studies. I do think I may have  put the identification of a human needs, one of the whole establishment for this new curriculum and this does not always automatically make it a need (Pratt.D, 1980,p106). it offers all these things 


Conclusion 
Throughout this experience, I have come to appreciate the transformative potential of therapeutic photography in promoting emotional well being. Developing the curriculum only expanded my knowledge and expertise in the field but also deepened my passion for the subject matter. I still have a lot to learn  to develop my professional practice but throughout this process I have realised that not every curriculum reviewer will always agree with the proposal and that this proposal may be “ineffective or insufficient to persuade all those who will read and evaluate the curriculum” (Pratt.D,1980, p152) and that is okay as this is  a learning curve and making mistakes is part of the learning process.

Action Plan 
Moving forward, I intend to refine the curriculum based on my reflection  and both peer and teacher review feedback, and after spending  some time  thinking on those feelings and feedback throughout the curriculum proposal, I need to work on Letting go of those insecurities and leaving them behind and moving  on to working on evaluating those experiences. To overcome these negatives I am speaking with Higher Education professionals from my discipline and asking for their feedback and advice on these proposals.
Specifically, when thinking about the development of the curriculum proposal for future learners, this is a unique course that is based in Wales and abides by the professional standards set for higher education and Further education but the Welsh government. To elevate this, I think an important thing to input into the curriculum proposal is to make the course bilingual to attract students who speak both English and Wales and give them a fair opportunity to communicate in the comfort of their language. 
Along side adding a bilingual element to the course, there is a big focus on  emotional skills and wellbeing, and whilst there was a little bit of safeguarding at the beginning of the course bit this should be made aware of each week to remind the students support is there for them and reinforce the importance about looking after their mental health.  To make sure this is incorporated in the  curriculum proposal for future development, there needs to be a focus on professional standards such as “Plan(ing) and deliver(ing) learning programes that are safe, inclusive, stretching and relevant to learners’ needs” ( Welsh Government, 2017, p12) as well as “Demonstrate(ing) dignity, courtesy and respect towards others”(Welsh Government,2017,p12).
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1. There is a strong need for more queer sex education as there isn’t a lot of talk about it and in
the justification for this curriculum has really shown that this is the case. This is a well needed
course that should have been though about and added into sex education earlier.

2. The age group which this curriculum proposal is targeted towards is a good age to aim at as this
is when students are starting to learn about themselves and their sexuality but | would also aim in
the future to see if this can also open up to maturer students as this sort of education is needed for
everybody who is part of the LGBTQ+ community. There is a point where it is said that the course is
also open to people who are interested in the topics but It would be good for it to be emphasised
to queer people who are older and have not had the opportunity to learn about the important
subjects offered.

3. This is a very strong rational and provides a good amount of statistics to support the curriculum.

The aims and objectives for the curriculum are appropriate for the topic and learning group

1. The Aim to ‘identify how to stay safe while being sexually active as a queer person’ is well shown
throughout the curriculum proposal by supplying specific information on safe sex practices and
different types of protection along with the emphasis on the importance of consent.

2. The objective to * define different medications used to treat and prevent STDs and HIV" is an
essential part of queer culture. The inclusion in the curriculum proposal has provided a good
dlear clear understanding that the information used will be accurate and up-to-date.

The proposed curriculum has a suitable structure for the needs of the topic and the cohort.

Wed 7 Feb 14:55

1. The curriculum proposal has a strong structure with topics linking in well together and covering
a wide verity of information.

2. The 12 week timeframe provides essential information, the 12 weeks may be to long for the
topics as this could be covered in 6 weeks as students may start to lose interest or
concentration.

Where appropriate, there was consideration given to relevant professional standards/benchmarking
statements in the design of the curriculum.

1. The professional standard that are aimed to be used within this Curriculum design are strong
and make sense for the curriculum as this is an inclusive course and has been approached in a
sensitive way as this s part of what the welsh government want.

2. There is a good understanding that with these type of topics that there could be a professional
sign crossed with personal experiences.

One important professional standard would fit well with this curriculum design is “Understand the
importance of the Welsh culture and language as a bilingual nation”. As this course is set in Wales
it would be important to that their welsh heritage s part of their education and about being a
queer person in Wales let alone anywhere else.

Comments on the scheme of work that was designed.
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The proposed curriculum has a suitable structure for the needs of the topic and the cohort.

1. There is a good mixture of interactive Activities such as kahoot, discussions, and roleplay. This is
a good way to encourage students engagement and participation, fostering open dialogue and
promotes understanding.

2. The twelve week timeframe for the curriculum proposal allows for a very in depth exploration
of the needed topics. It is good to see a comprehensive approach that provides student with
ample time to learn and reflect on these topics.

3. There s a good use of formative assessments and good use of summative assessments. This is a
good mixture and not too overpowering for the students. There is a good amount of thought that
has gone into having the quizzes online for students who are afraid to speak.

4.The course information booklet is well laid out with clear font and a good mix of images that
support the information. The feedback for this booklet would be to looking intoning black text
instead of blue to make sure people with dyslexia can see this clearer as some colours and
backgrounds are harder to read and if the text is black this covers this no matter what.

5.The session powerpoint on contraception is well prepared and matches the lesson plan well.
There is a good use of images to keep the students more engaged as students learn well with
imagery. Itis soimportant to provide information on both female and male contraception as this
is not included in most sex education. It is good there is a clear page set out on all of the
powerpoint.

Anything else that you would like to comment on?

(o=}
-

Wed 7 Feb 14:56

Comments on the scheme of work that was designed.

1. Consider including resources or guest speakers/ Lecturers who can provide real life experiences
and insights into homosexuality as well as all parts of the LGBTQ+ community. This can enhance
the learning experience and provide diverse perspectives.

2. With each weeks session it would be good to include the safe guarding materials instead of just
one week at the beginning. This would provide the students who's brains may be to busy to
remember the fist weeks session or materials. This then provides the students with reassurance
each week and reminds them they have extra support if needed.

3. There are some useful and important recommended reading in the curriculum proposal. |
would make sure there is not to much recommended reading as this could over stress the
students. Even though it is a 12 week course students may feel that 6 essential pieces as college
courses do not require this amount of reading majority of the times.
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1. Consider providing a more detailed breakdown of the topics and themes that will be covered
each week which includes what the students should be achieving each week and a more in-depth
Recents 3 i . A
Curriculum number: explanation.
2. The course is a good lengths you are able to cover important topics along with a good amount of
e Shared 0 A clear justification has been provided for the proposed curriculum with an appropriate target hours for the sessions.
audience.
o Favourites 0 1. The inclusion of LGBTQ#+ topics in art education as it is so important to create a inclusive
learning environment.
2. The curriculum proposal seems well researched and thought provoking. Its exciting to see how it
could promote queer culture in a accepting and understanding community, having the arts and the Where appropriate, there was consideration given to relevant professional standards/benchmarking
queer community as one is important. statements in the design of the curriculum.

1. Aimportant professional standard that should be considered is ‘Understand the
importance of the Welsh culture and language as a bilingual nation’. As this course is being
taught in Wales it should be critical that the students are taking opportunities to celebrate
the culture of Wales and its place in the world.

2. The professional standards encourage educators to engage on ongoing professional
development and reflection. It would bee good to add in to the curriculum proposal and area to
improve by creating opportunities for feedback from the students and not just have feedback to
the students. The feedback can help you identify areas that need improvements and help refine
the curriculum over time.

The aims and objectives for the curriculum are appropriate for the topic and learning group

1. When exploring the intersectionality of queer theory and other social categories like race, class,

and disability would also be beneficial to provide topics related to this too. It would be beneficial 3. The professional standards that have been added to the curriculum proposal are good when

to also provide practical examples or case studies that illustrate these connection. This will help considering the practice. These cover a wide range of standards that should be happening in a

the students to better grasp the real world implications and applications of the theory. practitioners practice as these are connected to what students should be getting at a minimum in
2. The aim of ‘generating a body of work and a supporting academic essay that summarises the their education.

module is a really strong aim o have. To make this a even stronger and impactful aim, consider
providing the students with an opportunity to showcase their portfolios/ work beyond the
classroom. This could include an organising an exhibition or sharing their essays with a wider
audience.

Comments on the scheme of work that was designed.

The proposed curriculum has a suitable structure for the needs of the topic and the cohort.

1. The curriculum proposal incorporates hands on art workshops to engage the students and
encourage more creative expression, this is well thought out and will promote understanding
and acceptance.
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1. The curriculum proposal incorporates hands on art workshops to engage the students and

o Recents 3 encourage more creative expression, this is well thought out and will promote understanding

and acceptance.
e Shared 0 2. There is a nice incorporation of assessment methods in this curriculum proposal that aligns with

the learning objectives and encourages critical thinking. This will also help provide a deeper
o Favourites 0 understanding of queer theory in art education and their abilities to apply this in practice.

3. The curriculum is well organised and easy to follow. It has logical flow of topics and learning
objectives that align with the wanted goals for the curriculum.

Anything else that you would like to comment on?

1. The essential reading list is well considered with the exploration of queer theory in art education
but | would be aware as this is a ten week course and five books could become overwhelming. It
would be good to maybe change some of these to seminal texts or research articles, this still
provides essential reading but there | not as much of a demand on the amount that needs to be
read.

2. In the context of a curriculum on queer theory in art education, it would be good to ensure any
sensitive topics with care and resect. You could do this by providing guidelines for when
facilitating a discussion on potentially challenging or controversial topics, snd by creating a
inclusive and supportive classroom environment where the stunted cancel comfortable to
express their viewpoint.
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A clear justification has been provided for the proposed curriculum with an appropriate target
audience.

1. It is a very thought out curriculum proposal with a strong rational. It has been well researched
and is clear the practitioner who is planning this curriculum design has good knowledge of the
subject areas.

2. Itis fascinating to see that majority of the business courses run at UWTSD re focused towards
employability and shows this curriculum proposal is needed as focusing on how to start a
business is an important part of society.

The aims and objectives for the curriculum are appropriate for the topic and learning group

The proposed curriculum has a suitable structure for the needs of the topic and the cohort.

1. Itis really important to get guest speakers within the sessions as this helps the students
understand and better apply the information to the real word. There are guest lectures in the
curriculum proposal which is good.

2. Good use of teaching strategies and different interactive activities students can do like
discussions, group work, case studies and video content with experts.

3. There is a wide range of topics that are going to be covered in the curriculum proposal which is
nice to see as these are really important steps students should be able to learn. This goes well with
the age range the curriculum proposal it set for as many young adults are getting into starting their
own businesses, both online and in person. It is good you have included mature students too as
you have good inclusion and you are giving the same opportunity to everyone.

Where appropriate, there was consideration given to relevant professional standards/benchmarking
statements in the design of the curriculum.
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1. With the course being held at a welsh university, it would be good to try and imply the
professional standard of“Understand the importance of the Welsh culture and language as a
bilingual nation”. This could be done by mentioning the funding the welsh government offer to
people up to 25.

2. There is a good focus on the important professional standards that need to be abided by with
the course and good understanding of the benchmarks needed for this course.

Comments on the scheme of work that was designed.

1. The lesson plans and the powerpoint to go with them are well thought out, have great amount
of detail to show how the lesson should go and a well designed powerpoint. There is not to
much text on the screen and the colours are minimal but still there, this will help students with
dyslexia be able to read the board easier.

2. If possible in the PowerPoints, more images should be added where applicable as students focus
better with imagery and will pay more attention when there is imagery as well as writing as it
breaks it up, where as just text, the students may lose concentration.

3. It is good that there has been a mixture of formative and summative assessments. Having one
summative assessment at the end is not going to be overwhelming for the students or stressful.

The formative assessments also help the students and the practitioner keep track of the students
knowledge and keeping track of what topics need more covering for the summative assessment.

Anything else that you would like to comment on?
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a Shared 0 1.Have a look into the princess trust ( | can see that this has been added but more information to
the students about this would be good)and incorporating this into the course ( funding options).

o Favourites 0 This would also be good so that once the students know topics from the curriculum proposal and
then go to set up if they need funding

2. Incorporating practical opportunities for after the course such as internships, business
simulations or collaborative projects with local entrepreneurs would be good as this will help
provide the students with a real life exposure to enhance their understanding of starting a

business.
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4, Add in more one to one sessions so you can create a teacher student relationship and find out

how the students are getting on and can give the practitioner time to self reflect on their practice
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