ECEY4004	Paul Darby	2219039
Benefits of multilingualism and bilingualism
Script

Hello
My name is Elysia Moss and today I am going to be discussing the benefits of multilingualism and bilingualism and what I have found whist researching myself, and how I think they can both be used as positives for young children to use as they grow and develop. 
I am a student currently studying Early years Education and it is important for me as a student going into being a practitioner to understand how much of a benefit being bilingual is, Bilingualism is being able to speak two different language, giving young children a chance to be bilingual has proven to give individuals more opportunities in life, and offer more experiences says (Talk, Read and Sing together everyday!, 2024). Being bilingual gives children a chance to be more creative in the way they think. 
Multilingualism is being able to communicate regularly and engage with individuals with more than one language in day-to-day life, being able to do this is not easy and may take a lot of patience. Learning a new language can widen your mind and worldwide view. Being multilingual opens your mind to new cultures and allows you to be diverse, creating more positives and advantages career wise. Being both bilingual or multilingual are just as important and can open your eyes to a bigger picture of the world (elac, 2024). 
Now I am going to elaborate on Welsh or English as an additional language, being able to speak Welsh and English is bilingualism, not only can speaking two languages be a positive to gain a good career it can also help later in life by keeping the mind active (Powys, 2024). 
Welsh medium Education (2024) have recently placed a new strategy to improve Welsh speakers by improving access to Welsh-medium provision, the goal is to achieve one million Welsh speakers by 2050 ‘Cymraeg 2050’ there is more demand now than ever before for bilingual skills in variety of fields such as health, education, leisure, retail and public services. 
Teaching young children, a new language from a young age has many benefits, teaching children at a young age instead of teaching a new language to an adult is much easier, play can have a vital role (Welshberg et al. 2013). I agree with this statement, my two younger siblings were placed onto a Welsh speaking primary school, and they picked up a second language very easily and are both now fluent at young ages. There are many ways you can teach children Welsh, one being through songs, teaching children Welsh using nursey rhymes is a great way for children to use the Welsh language, in the first part of my assignment I instructed a task with children and used nursey rhymes that can be used in Welsh. Children can also use Play to learn new languages.
Children in education are being raised around many different cultures, supporting equality from a young age. Shared culture is communicated through different ways, dress, food, music or just general daily life. Through learning new cultures children will also pick up on other languages, children are inquisitive and like to learn new things community playthings (2012). 
 
Welsh was once a language that you would be punished for speaking, the Welsh Not was a wooden token given to children who were caught speaking Welsh in the nineteenth century schools children were made to place this token around their necks until the next chid was caught speaking Welsh, it is widely thought that this was the reason for the downfall in Welsh speaks and why the Welsh language took a downfall. Thankfully that era did not last and Welsh language is now on the rise Gwasg Prifysgol Cymru University of Wales Press (2024). 
Even when you are fluent in more than one language it can be difficult to swap back and forth from either language, it has been suggested that learning a more than one language as a child can decrease the chances of developing Alzheimer’s later in life says Psycholinguist Mark Antoniou (2024). There are many cognitive benefits to Bilingualism and multilingualism, research has found that while using one language the other is always active at the same time. 
I believe it is a parent or practitioners role to promote learning a new language to children, as it can help them in the future, we as adults should be encouraging children to achieve the best in life by giving them these opportunities to increase their chances of succeeding in life. 
In conclusion I  have found that being bilingual or multilingual has a great impact on a child’s life, being given the chance to learn more than one language and communicate with all different people from different cultures will help promote inclusivity and gain a understanding of all types of languages cultures. 
Welsh language is on the rise and should be greatly promoted to all children in early years, increasing the number of Welsh speakers and hopefully reaching the goal of one million Welsh speakers by 2050 bringing back the Welsh language. 
Knowing more than one language can increase brain activity and help decrease the chance of any brain problems such as Alzheimer’s in the future, leaving adults to live a longer life and be more open to cultures. 
I hope that I can help to promote learning a new language to children as I develop my skills and go out into early years settings, showing children how important it is to be open to learning more. 
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