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INTRODUCTION 

In this essay, we will be outlining multi-agency working and how they work jointly together. The purpose of this discussion is to identify two high profile cases of child abuse in England and how the concept of multi-agency working has been effective. The focus of this topic will explore the nature of health services for children and families. Multi-agency working has existed in England, helping to liaise and intervene where possible to protect vulnerable children from harm. In the two-child abuse cases outlined, we will identify how multi agencies have been effective for each case.
What is multi-agency working?
The meaning of multi-agency working is when members of two or more agencies are involved, such as government agencies, who collaborate. It helps to identify and communicate together to prevent or solve issues relating to health care or family.
Who is multi-agency?
Multi-agency working is about responding to complex needs. This could be as part of a multidisciplinary team.
What is a multi-agency team example?
Examples include behaviour and Education support Teams and Youth Offending Teams (YOTs). integrated service delivery, Usually delivered from school/early years setting. Examples include Sure Start children's centres and extended schools that offer access to a range of integrated, multi-agency services.
What is child abuse?
Child abuse is anyone under the age of eighteen that is either harmed or ill-treated. There are four main categories of child abuse: Physical abuse, sexual abuse, emotional abuse and neglect.


Case study of Arthur Labinjo- Hughes

Child abuse has become a huge problem for our society, and even though we try our best to fight this problem, it still exists sadly.  In seeking to clarify the meaning of the terms" child abuse" and" child neglect" it has been assumed that, like other forms of social deviance, they are socially defined phenomena. (Giovvannoni and  Becerra, 1979, p.1)
Children  Often suffer at the hands of their family members,
which is quite devastating. Child abuse can cause serious implications in a child, such as emotional problems and can have lasting effects on their adult lives. Shouting, screaming, crying or withdrawing are examples of behaviours displayed to manage the emotions arising in response to a stressor. (Garnefski, Kraaij, and Spinhoven, 2001, p.2). In this case, physical abuse was subjected and went on over months. Pressel (2000) noted that a history that is incompatible with the patients’ injuries is the hallmark of physical abuse. According to The Guardian (2021), The case of Arthur Labinjo-Hughes, a six-year-old boy who initially lived with his mother Olivia Labinjo-Halcrow, from the age of two years old, due to a breakdown relationship with his father, Thomas Hughes. Olivia Labinjo Halcrow cared for Arthur with her new boyfriend, Gary Cunningham but due to domestic violence from her boyfriend, she was convicted for manslaughter and sentenced to prison for killing her boyfriend. Due to an abusive relationship, Arthur’s mother was sentenced to eleven years in prison in July 2019 for the manslaughter of her boyfriend, which led to Arthur living with his father Thomas in his family home for over a year. After leaving his family home, Thomas eventually moved in with his new girlfriend, Emma Tustin. The date was March 2020, a significant date, as the Uk entered into lockdown. Arthur’s world became a life of dictations and punishments. Emma Tustin, Arthur’s stepmother, treated him cruelly by putting him to sleep on the floor in the lounge, while her biological children slept in beds, also fitting a CCTV camera in the home to monitor Arthur if he misbehaved. He was starved, poisoned and regularly beaten by Enna Tustin and Thomas Hughes. Arthur was made to feel isolated from the rest of the family by being made to stand for fourteen hours in the hallway, punishing even more if he moved or try to sit down. On June 16th 2020, Arthur was brutally murdered by his stepmother who poisoned him with spoons of salt and shook him repeatedly, banging his head on a hard surface. This abuse happened while his father was away from the home with Tustin’s children. Emma Tustin was later questioned by the police about what happened to Arthur, but panicked and lied with Thomas Hughes about what took place on the day, claiming that he misbehaved causing him to bang his head on the doorstep. After three months of torture, Arthur’s life was cruel and full of pain. Arthur’s grandmother Joanne Hughes, raised concerns as to why he had bruises on his body and made a referral where social services and police paid a visit to the family home but did not suspect anything, as Arthur seemed happy and content in the home. Constable (2016) notes that social workers practice in an environment where children, families, schools and communities communicate with one another.
How did the social worker and police overlook the signs? There were no visits by the multi agencies, only one visit in April 2020 by the social worker. There was no cause for concern from the authorities. Atkinson et al (2007) stated that some studies focused on the benefits of multi-agency working and was identified as being improved with more effective services that help to solve joint problems.
Investigations are undergoing, as to why no intervenes were met by multi agencies. Arthur was abused during COVID, a time when the lockdown was serious and children were put in vulnerable situations, there were no visits or interaction with the family. Arthur’s other grandmother was refused by his father to see Arthur, after asking on numerous occasions to see him. This would have helped to save Arthur from abuse.  Caron et al (2020) Claimed that child abuse became more frequent during the times of COVID, during summer breaks or school holidays.
Are multi-agency effective? 
Multi agencies are effective, only if good communication is in place. In the case of Arthur, the agencies involved were not effective, as there were communication breakdowns, Causing another child to slip under the net. An example of this was when the grandmother was concerned about the bruises located on Arthur’s back, Although social services and the police did visit the home and noticed a yellow faint bruise was visible on his shoulder, when shown in court of another bruise, taken by the grandmother, the social worker could not account as to how that was missed on their visit. Furthermore, this was the only time they had visited the family home during the three months of Arthur’s ordeal.
 We can argue that COVID would have been the reason why the authorities were not visiting regularly and investigating thoroughly, but the ineffectiveness of multi agencies, in this case, was communication and not placing Arthur on the child protection register.  Littlechild (2008), mentioned that the purpose of the child protection system in the UK is to shield vulnerable children from harm and to enhance their well being. Safeguarding Reviews must now take place in establishing what exactly took place before Arthur died to prevent further risks in the future. Emma Tustin will spend twenty-nine years in prison for the murder of Arthur, followed by his father, Thomas Hughes who will serve twenty-one years for manslaughter.

Case study of Kemarni Watson Darby 
In this case, the trial is currently ongoing and the people in question have not been sentenced. The word “allegedly” has been used because the sentencing  for the child abusers has not taken place and they a currently on trial for a crime that took place on the 6th of June 2018.     
Another cause of a child being subjected to child abuse at the hands of a close family member or mothers boyfriend. Margolin (1992) claims that, although the mother’s boyfriend does not necessarily care for the child, they are usually responsible for child abuse more than non-parent caregivers.
According to (BBC News), The case of kemarni Watson Darby was another child that suffered at the hands of family members, at the age of three years old, he was described as a loving boisterous individual that like to run around and play games. Kemarni lived with his mother, Alicia Watson who had a boyfriend, Nathaniel Pope who stayed at the flat also. Kemarni was a toddler that was known as a child who never really laughed or showed emotion. Many child abuse victims become accustomed to abuse when it is inflicted on them regularly. It is as though they have no pain threshold because of the physical misuse. Isolated inflicted abdominal trauma, although less common than head trauma across all age groups, affects older toddlers (median age, 2.6 years) more often than younger infants and carries a high risk of death because medical care may be delayed or symptoms misdiagnosed. (Berkowitz, 2017, p.4).  Kemarni was allegedly beaten regularly by his mother and her partner. On June 5th 2018, he was punched with so much force, splitting his abdomen, Causing internal bleeding that led to his death, followed by bruising to his body. The three-year-old toddler was covered with a catalogue of injuries. Nathaniel Pope, the mother’s partner told the court that it was the mother who repeatedly beat him and he only disciplined him, by raising his voice, but it was alleged that he would lock the toddler in a room and use cable on the doorknobs to hinder him from leaving the room. The problem surrounding this case was, why was the extended family members not aware of the toddler's injuries?  It was alleged in court that Nathaniel pope told the jurors that the family were aware of the assaults inflicted by the mother, but the Aunt of Kemarni denied this statement, saying that she had a strong bond with Kemarni. The toddler was blamed for being boisterous with other children and was called a naughty child by his mother quite often but does being an active child give the parent the right to murder a child? 
Trivette and Dunst (2005), notes that parenting support programs, offer several methods for providing different resources as well as support programs in the community that can enhance parents abilities to support their children’s behaviour and development.
The nursery that Kemarni attended, had suspicions, claiming that he attended nursery with With a split lip on two occasions. Why were the authorities not informed of this matter? Before kemarni’s death on that particular day, he was taken to a walk-in centre due to vomiting. He was also seen by a nurse who examined him but failed to notice any injuries on his body. The nurse prescribed medication for him, diagnosing that he had a stomach bug. Maybe Kemarni could have had safeguarding intervenes put in place to protect him. Risk factors and protective factors, if early intervened, can protect a child and save lives. Jopling and Vincent (2015) mentioned Services often fail children because they do not intervene until problems escalate.
In this particular case, due to a lack of communication from the school, this could have been avoided, barely by looking at the telltale signs of child abuse and issues at the family home. There was an incident at school,  where kemarni fell and hurt himself. The initial reaction of a child would be to cry, but the school manager mentioned to the court she was surprised by no emotion of pain or the fact of no crying as a child’s first reaction. Why was kemarni not placed on the child protection register?  The Aunt said in court that she had suspicions of Kemarni being abused, but chose to not alarm the authorities. Darren Darby, the child’s biological father mentioned in court that he was also aware that the child was being beaten regularly when he used to reside at the flat with his mother and often spoke to her about the beatings. 
Currently the case of Kemarni Watson Darby is still ongoing with his mother and her partner Nathaniel Pope on trial.







Conclusion 

On findings, the conclusion of the high profile cases outlined both have substantial questions as to why multi-agency working was not effective in this case.  There were several pieces of evidence in Thomas Labinjo’s case, but no communication from the team to investigate. A review from all agencies involved need to analyse what went wrong and how future potential child abuse can be intervened and protective measures put in place. COVID did not help the situation for Thomas in 2020 as he would have been staying at his home twenty-four hours, leaving him vulnerable to his abusers. The facts remain that Thomas did not have a chance to survive his ordeal. There was no contact from an extended family, who may have alarmed the authorities earlier to save him from the suffering. 
In conclusion, the breakdown of   Thomas and his abusers happened when his biological mother was convicted and sent to prison leaving him to reside in the stepmother’s home and trusting his father who was supposed to care for him. 
 
In the case of Kemarni Watson Darby, his story is still ongoing so the sentence has not currently taken place. Although the occurrence was in 2018, no decision or outcome has been made towards his perpetrators.  In this case, numerous physical evidence was there but overlooked, by multi agencies. Currently, questions are being asked about why Kemarni’s injuries were not investigated sooner from his school to the nurse who examined him at the walk-in centre. Once again the multi-agency did fail Kemarni because as mentioned before the physical injuries were visible. We can conclude that early intervention, even if not sure can make a difference between life and death.
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