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Critically evaluate the nature and extent of offending and if the impact of early intervention can help to curve offending


In this essay I will be critically evaluating the nature and extent of offending and going into depth about different crimes and how often they are committed. Why people turn to crime and what influences certain individuals to turn to offending. As well as this I will be researching and evaluating if early intervention can help prevent offending from occurring. Adding to this, at the end of my essay I will be concluding my points that were made and bringing them together. 


To be able to fully evaluate the extent and nature of offending It's critical to take into account a number of variables, including socioeconomic status, psychological characteristics, societal influences, and systemic problems. Examining patterns, motivations, and underlying reasons is necessary to comprehend the nature of offending behaviour, which can range from minor infractions to significant crimes. 


There are many variables to think about when an individual has committed a crime, for example, one of those variables is poverty. Poverty also includes discrimination against those who are poor, inadequate housing, a lack of educational chances, and meaningful work prospects (The Root Causes of Crime, 1996). Building long-term strategies to combat crime and violence requires the integration of criminal justice and crime prevention throughout all educational levels. In order to create safe and thriving societies for everybody, it is also essential to make sure that the rule of law is upheld from an early age (United Nations Office on Drug and Crime, no date).


Furthermore, it is questioned whether early intervention can decrease the rates of crime in communities. Early childhood intervention is a method used in finding and helping children and young people who are at risk of negative outcomes in the early stages. By using early intervention and working with children who are at risk it helps prevent the risk of that child becoming a criminal and tackles the problem early on enough to get the child help (Early Intervention Foundation, 2018). Since 2014, there have been more killings and crimes with knives and other sharp objects. According to these figures, there has been a higher risk in the number of violent crime victims and perpetrators under the age of 18 than among those over 18. (Parliament, UK, no date). This shows that some of the perpetrators were under 18, and early intervention was not used to steer them away from committing crimes, but as well as this it is clear these criminals have not had guidance or help from anyone for them to understand crime is wrong.


In order to provide young offenders with additional support and guidance, early interventions entail a multi-agency approach involving the police, social services, education, employment, and health services working together to help young people stay away from crime (Thompson, 2021). It is very important for these young people to get the additional support they need, because in the long run it could prevent crime. By these these multiple different services working together, they all help these individuals in different ways and stop them from going down the wrong path. 


According to College of Policing the factors that follow and the types of interventions have a positive and long-term effect. School programmes for improving numeracy and literacy skills, this is shown the have a long-term positive effect on young children. As well as this, links with environmental improvement programmes, education programmes, have a very noticeable effect in the long run for children who are at risk of exposing themselves to a world of crime. 


To add to this, research has shown that education for social and personal skills has had a positive outcome for the children who do end up joining these programmes (College of Policing, 2022).  According to research, early intervention, which addresses underlying issues and offers support before behaviours turn into criminal activity, can be helpful in preventing or decreasing offending behaviour. 


According to estimates from the Ministry of Justice, minors who re-offend cost society over £1.5 billion annually. It would be preferable if this money was used to support children’s positive outcomes and activities. As a society we should constantly strive to keep our communities safe, reduce the number of victims, and provide every child the chance to flourish (GOV.UK, 2012). By putting the money linked with re-offending into something useful and helpful, it gives a higher chance that offenders will get the help and guidance they need and following this the support they get will hopefully stop them from re-offending. 


Social policies, cultural standards, and law enforcement tactics are some of the elements that affect crime rates, which also vary regionally and over time. Crime pattern theory (Brantingham and Brantingham 1991, 1993a) and routine activity theory (Cohen and Felson, 1979) both tell us that crimes happen when their opportunity arises. This is when a suitable and available target exists or overlaps with offenders’ awareness spaces, which are the places that offenders are familiar with from their regular, non-criminal activities, like where they work, live, spend time with family and friends (Bernasco et al, 2022). 


As an example of crime rates being affected by geographical locations, the question of, “Do offenders avoid offending near home?” has been studied. The empirical phenomena known as “criminal distance decay”, which shows that the incidence of crimes reduces with the distance from the offender’s residence, has been extensively documented in literature (Levine and Lee, 2013). However, some research on the decline of criminal distance suggests that most criminals do not commit crimes close to their residences (Van Dijke, 2020). So, adding to this, we can see the nature of offending varies geographically. 



Furthermore, crime pattern theory also has an extent to offending and the idea of this theory particularly emphasises on locations and the absence of informal guardianship measures, such as social control, that are necessary to reduce crime. For instance, some suburban homes may have insufficient security and no one living there making that suburban street an attraction for thefts (Brantingham, 2009).


To add to this, another variable that could be a factor to somebody committing a crime is poverty. According to a number of criminological ideas, poverty at the population level “strains” communities by interfering with their ability to operate normally. Some criminological theories contend that poverty causes neighbourhoods to lack social efficacy and social organisation which encourages crime and violence (de Courson et al, 2023).  Compared to peers in the highest income, children whose parents were in the lowest economic status had a seven-fold higher risk of being convicted of violent crimes. 


Unobserved familial risk variables accounted for all of this association. For substance abuse, a similar pattern of impacts was discovered.
Childhood poverty or low socioeconomic status is a well-established distal risk factor for later criminal and drug abuse behaviours (National Institute of Justice, 2009).


In the year ending in March 2022, 1.9% of adults aged 18 and over were victims of violent crime, according to the Telephone-operated Crime Survey for England and Wales. Adding to this, in the year ending in March 2021, police recorded a 10% increase of crimes being committed with weapons such as knives and sharp objects (Office for National Statistics, 2022). By evaluating these statistics, it’s clear that the extent of crimes is becoming much more violent, and the use of knives and sharp objects is coming more common. 


For the reason that there is a lot of crime happening and re-offending, it is important for communities to keep safe, and tackle these crime problems. So, now looking at what are communities, and the police are doing to stop or prevent crime. The police have a specific team called the neighbourhood policing team. They consist of CSOs with a minimal set of powers and fully trained police employing updated tactics and capabilities. They will adopt a proactive, intelligence-driven approach to problem-solving so they may concentrate on and address local concerns (Home Office, no date). Neighbourhood policing is a creative and problem-solving way to tackle crime problems in certain areas. They work with the community in order to build communication and trust, which will hopefully have a positive effect with solving crime problems. 


Following this, neighbourhoods have come together to form a group called ‘Neighbourhood Watch’. The goal of neighbourhood watch is for residents to band together with their neighbours to take preventative measures against crime. Although we occasionally administer them, these are community projects that are owned and operated by their members and receive support from the police. They function by forging strong bonds between local law enforcement and the populace. As well as this neighbourhood watch can reduce crime and the likelihood of crime
assist and reassure local residents promote neighbourliness and tighter communities (Metropolitan Police, no date). 


The government will unveil a new plan aimed at lowering crime, safeguarding victims, and improving safety around the nation. The initiative aims to improve public safety throughout the nation by assigning identifiable and contactable police officers to each neighbourhood. These officers are local experts who can effectively address persistent criminal activity and antisocial behaviour (GOV.UK, 2021). It is clear that the police and government are tackling and finding new ways to keep communities safer. As help is given to communities, it helps the public trust authorities and as well as this reassures them if they have any worries about their safety. 


In summary, the kind and severity of criminal behaviour are complicated phenomena that are influenced by a wide range of variables. Early intervention is not a magic bullet, even while it shows promise in treating underlying issues and deterring future offences. To effectively address the underlying causes of offending behaviour and foster safer, more resilient communities, a comprehensive strategy combining early intervention with more extensive social and institutional reforms is required. It has been researched that there are multiple different natures and extents to criminal behaviour. These being, poverty, geographical locations etc…. a person growing up, in poverty or locations where criminal behaviour is high, is at more risk to follow down that route. Adding to this, early intervention is why helping and guiding children when they are young helps them stay away from crime. Programmes are there to help young children learn, write, enhance their educational and social skills and this has been proved to steer them in the correct direction away from all the negativities. Early intervention for young children at risk of exposure to crime is very important in determining how their life path will go. They need the help, guidance and understanding from a young age, so that they have a healthy mindset and aspirations. It is clear that authorities such as the police who are working to tackle the problem of crime in communities by having a neighbourhood policing team and communities coming together into a group called neighbourhood watch to ensure safety, and protection of the people in the community. As well as the police helping it is reassuring for communities to know, the government have a new plan which is aimed at lowering crime and improving safety. 
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