Character Dosser

I will be playing the part of chief emissary to the Ptolemaic court, in addition to this I am in charge of overseeing certain aspects of trade and agriculture. My character is Greek Egyptian, as by the second century BCE mixed marriages were more common and produced a blurring in the identification between the Greeks and Egyptians[footnoteRef:1]. My character was born in the Ptolemaic capital of Alexandria, before leaving for the province of Cilica with her father at the age of fifteen. Although there are example of mixed marriages during this time period, Alexandria was thought to be more Macedonian / Greek, due to its population[footnoteRef:2]. This makes it necessary for my characters father to be of Macedonian decent and noble, in order for her to have access to the Ptolemaic court.  [1:  James and Dillon, 2012]  [2:  Fraser, P. 1972] 

I envision my character of have black hair due to her Egyptian heritage, with grey eyes with hints of brown in them. She has a dark olive complexion, showing her mixed Greek and Egyptian heritage. She often paints her face with chalk to make her skin seems lighter, as paler skin was often thought to be more beautiful to the ancient Greeks[footnoteRef:3]. She is a devout woman and prays daily, particularly to the Hellenistic Serapis[footnoteRef:4] and Greek Apollo for who she was named. Her name is Apollonia of Alexandria and Soli.  [3:  Konstan, 2014]  [4:  Guillaume and McKechnie, 2008] 

My character Apollonia is based off a woman of the same name. She was a local business woman from the Egyptian town of Pathyris in Upper Egypt[footnoteRef:5]. Her husband Dryton was an officer and a businessman, and she followed in his footsteps[footnoteRef:6]. There are eight loan contracts that are in her name (c145-126 BCE), these outline loans for barley, money, wheat and spelt[footnoteRef:7]. It is clear that she was able to operate independently without the full guardianship of her husband and was capable and trusted in running a business. Much like my own character she has not only a Greek but an Egyptian background, which she used to her advantage in her business life[footnoteRef:8]. [5:  James and Dillon, 2012 ]  [6:  James and Dillon, 2012]  [7:  James and Dillon, 2012]  [8:  James and Dillon, 2012 ] 

My character Apollonia, as is expected of a woman of the period was married at the age of seventeen to a Greek Cilician man, Kleitos in 239 BCE. The pair currently have one child, born within the first two years of their marriage. Kleitos is a trusted official and the agricultural minister of Soli. It is through her husband Apollonia gained her position of trade overseer. Being overseer of trade is a large task, involving the overseeing of the harbours and monitoring the trade and expenditure[footnoteRef:9]. Apollonia is an educated woman[footnoteRef:10], thanks to the position of her father, Orestes. Orestes is a Macedonian noble general who spent much of his life at the Ptolemaic court, however, was later assigned to the province of Cilicia, he is currently the expansion of a garrison at the Cilician Gates[footnoteRef:11].  [9:  ARNAUD, 2018]  [10:  James and Dillon, 2012]  [11:  Lendering, 2017] 

Arguably the most important role of my character is that of emissary. It will be required of my character to travel to the different courts for diplomatic purposes and to deliver any petitions made to the Ptolemy’s. This role was given to Apollonia by the satrap of Cilicia, Artemisia. This role was given to Apollonia because the two have known each other for many years through the Ptolemaic court. It appears to be a common practice for positions of power and importance to be handed out to those is powers friends, those they believed could be trusted. You can find many examples of this happening during the campaigns of Alexander the Great[footnoteRef:12].  [12:  Green, 1973] 

One of the aims of my character is to build and expand the city of Soli, turning it into an important port city. Another aim is to introduce and maintain a successful mint in the city of Soli. This may be a challenge; however, I believe that it would be beneficial to the city and may bring in some profit. This is possible there appears to have been a mint in this area used by the Seleucids and then again by the Romans[footnoteRef:13]. And my final main aim is to work alongside the priestess of Cilicia, in order to bring about a pirate-based cult in order to build ties with the locals and the pirates that make their home in Cilicia. Whilst, also becoming a patron for some of the local temples.  [13:  Lorber, 2018] 
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