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ECGE4001 - Portfolio of Study Skills Assessment Tasks


Part 1
Noradahl and Johannesson (2013) suggest that in Iceland, and other similar 
countries they feel that it is important that children play outdoors during their lifetime. certain government paper’s have been written, that state the outdoors in beneficial to children. In curriculum guidelines, there is a large emphasis on using the outdoors as a educating environment for young people, in order to create a positive approach towards the natural world and enable practices such as exercise and healthy living. The emphasis on children engaging in outdoor activities has been ongoing for a prolonged period. In Iceland, children ages one to six play outdoors quite often, whereas children ages six to sixteen tend to be a bit more limited. Although there is limited information on how education is taught outside of the classroom, this could be dependent on the teacher or the institute. However, there are signs that there is a increase in outdoor education in the capital Reyjkavik, as seventy percent of the schools promote outdoor education.(Oladottir,2008)


Part 2

 This essay will discuss forest school’s. Forest school network have written a 
definition for the school which states “it is an inspirational process that offers 
children, young people and adults, regular opportunities to develop their confidence 
and self esteem, through hands on learning experience’s in a woodland 
environment”.  (Murray and O'Brien, 2006). 
O’Brien and Murray (2006) believes there is a concern that children are not getting 
the opportunity to engage in the outdoors as there parent’s may have, due to 
concerns of something happening to them, therefor the engage in more indoor 
activities. There is research to suggest that those who do not engage in outdoor 
activities from a young age are less likely to at a later date, resulting in missing out 
on the physical and emotional benefits of the outdoors. 
The reason for this is learning outdoors is different too a classroom environment 
therefore the Welsh government are encouraging teachers to participate in Forest 
schools , especially during the foundation phase (Ward Thompson and Aspinall 
2004).
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Part 2b
If you fail to acknowledge the source of your information in academic writing, you could be accused of Plagarisum. Why is it important that students avoid this? 

It is important that students avoid plagarisum as they could be accused of copying a authors work with out consent. You need to be able to show that you have developed a understanding of the topic, by copying another persons work this is not enabling you to perceive this.
You only have to reference when you use a direct quotation. Is this True or False? Explain your answer.

False 
You are required to reference any quotations used in your assignments regardless of if they are direct, short or long. The reason for this is to avoid plagarisum. You are required to state where you have found this information or how you have learnt this. from. 

Wikipedia is a good place to search for information for your academic assignments. Explain, with reasons, whether you believe this statement is true or false. 

False
The reason for this is not all information on Wikipedia is authored or credited. Also this information can be edited at any time meaning not all information is true. There has been several occasions on which none factual evidence has been posted and remained on Wikipedia for a prolonged period before been corrected.
Write a set of instructions which could be included in a referencing guide which explains how to present a very long quotation. 



Step by step instructions on how to present a very long quotation

You should leave a 1cm margin each side of the quotation
Ensure the text is divided from the main text 
There is no need to start the text with quotation marks 
Where as your main text is double lined spaced long quotations are to be written single line spaced
Ensure you have referenced the quote.
Explain how you can begin to conduct research for an academic assignment. Identify five sources which would be acceptable for academic study. 
Five acceptable sources for academic research would be :

· Journals
· Books
· Conferences 
· Government statistics and articles
· Newspapers such as the guardian and telegraph
This would be a good place to start my research as the vast majority are a credited and authored.

In this journal I will be discussing a article called, Students prospective on cyber 

bullying written by Patricia W. Agatston 

PH.D, Robin Kowalski PH.D and Susan Limber PH.D on the impact cyber bullying 

has within schools and the need for prevention. The article focuses on a group of  

one hundred and forty eight children from two different middle schools who were 

divided and questioned on cyber bullying within school and outside of school. They 

also discuss strategies for dealing with cyber bullying as well as means of 

prevention.

Mainly the article discusses how pupils in school reacted to cyber bullying. The study 
was based on one hundred and forty eight pupils from two different high school’s. 
They found that the majority of the bullying tended to happen outside of school hours 
with the exception of text messages during school hours. The majority of female 
students agreed that cyber bullying was a issue where as male students were less 
likely to say it was a issue.  Mostly the bullying tended to take place via social media 
applications used on mobile phones. Students stated that they didn’t really report 
cyber bullying to teacher’s due to the school’s policy on mobile phones in school and 
the fact they did not feel that the teachers would know how to deal with these 
situations.

The article written was quite brief and informal with very little statistics for their 
findings. It was written quite simple therefor anyone would be able to read it and 
gather a good understanding. The context it is written in allows it to flow well. 

There is no clear statement that stands out in the article to me, although it is clear 
that there are issue’s in schools regarding cyber bullying mainly in female pupils. It 
appears that although there may be strategies in place to deal with cyber bullying 
pupils are not aware of how to go about this, apart from blocking the sender or not 
responding. There is also not enough evidence to support why cyber bullying occurs. 
At the start of the article there is a statement which says 
“One school had a rate of 13% students eligible for free or reduced-cost lunches”. 
Although I feel the author should have elaborated on this, for example are children 
from a low income background more likely to be victims of cyber bullying. There is 
not enough information on the evidence provided to state why people are victims. 

Although the argument is consistent the evidence provided should have been 
elaborated on more. From the article I found that they feel there is a need for schools 
to put a prevention scheme into prevent this. In the discussion it does go on to say 
that other schools in the district are been educated and to prepare for a possible 
increase in cyber bullying if they are to allow mobile phones on the campus. There 
for they should have policies enforced in order to prevent this.

After spending time critiquing this article I found that the objective was fairly brief. I 
felt the article would have been more beneficial had the author spent more time on 
his research. Although it’s clear cyber bullying is present amongst pupils there was 
nothing to state why it occurred. Giving that he had one hundred and forty eight 
people attend from various income backgrounds, it is not clear to how this effected 
them regarding cyber bulling, therefor I found that statement pointless. There could 
be more done to build relationships with teachers and pupils to enable cyber bulling 
to be dealt with. If the author was to spend more time on collective research I feel 
there would be more beneficial to the readers, providing solid evidence to back the 
argument.
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