CSEN 6016 MODERNISM




ASSESSMENT 1: Essay  (3000 words)

Answer ONE of the following, referring to at least TWO essential texts:

1. ‘It is impossible to convey the life-sensation of any given epoch of one’s existence, - that which makes its truth, its meaning – its subtle and penetrating essence. It is impossible. We live, as we dream – alone’ (Heart of Darkness).

How characteristic are themes of alienation, isolation and disconnection to modernist texts? – and why?  

2.  ‘The Waste Land’s fragmentary content listlessly mimes the experience of cultural disintegration, while its totalising forms silently allude to a transcendence of such collapse.’ How useful is Terry Eagleton’s comment for a wider understanding of the tensions within modernism?

3. ‘Modernist writing generally gave up, amended or abbreviated the chronological sequence, the vision of life as a series, which had conventionally structured the novel in the nineteenth century’. 

Explore the implications of Randall Stevenson’s comment for the modernist text 

4. How significant is Marianne Dekoven’s comment that ‘Shifts in gender relations at the turn of the century were a key factor in the emergence of Modernism’? 

5. Hugh Kenner considers that ‘The “real achievement of Cathay lay not on the frontier of comparative poetics, but securely within the effort…to rethink the nature of an English poem.’ How valuable is his contention for understanding the wider modernist project? 

