Considering the recorded experiences of cures at Epidaurus, explain what would happen to Athenodoros at the sanctuary and it religious significance.

Within this essay I will be identifying the most likely scenarios in which the citizen Athenodors would have experienced at the Epidaurian Askelpieion and its significance within ancient Greek religion. To do this I will be using the Iamata-inscriptions found within the Asklepieion Abaton, which tell of some of the miracles performed by the god Asclepius.

In regards to Athenodoros’ pilgrimage to the Epidaurian Asklepieion there were certain rules that he would have to take particular care in obeying if he wished for Asclepius to heal him[footnoteRef:1]. To start with there was a waiting period[footnoteRef:2], in which the suppliant was expected to spend three days purifying themselves[footnoteRef:3]. This was most likely both a physical and spiritual cleansing as Greek religion had strong beliefs in regards to pollution of the mind and it was thought of as sacrilegious to attempt to bring that before the gods[footnoteRef:4]. [1:  B2.22]  [2:  A4]  [3:  SEG 20.759]  [4:  Petrovic & Petrovic 2016 p.1] 

The Iamata-inscriptions also mentioned that it was expected for the suppliant to make an “opening sacrifice”[footnoteRef:5] and present Asclepius with the “required things[footnoteRef:6]”; unfortunately however there is no surviving information as to what this would specifically entail. It is possible that some of the other inscriptions could have provided further insight into this ‘ceremony’ however since some are incomplete due to erosion, we may never know. [5:  A5]  [6:  A5] 

After the aforementioned tasks were completed Athenodoros would be allowed to sleep within the Abaton[footnoteRef:7], which is when suppliants often experienced dreams/ visions in which Asclepius himself would assist them[footnoteRef:8] or provide them with the information that would lead to their cure[footnoteRef:9]. There are however mentions of instances where no dreams were received and the individual would be cured outside of the Abaton[footnoteRef:10].  Furthermore, there is actually an inscription which tells of a man who came to the Asklepieion to be cured of this gout and whilst he received no vision of Asclepius when he left come morning he was cured, having been bitten by a goose outside[footnoteRef:11]. Due to the similarities in ailment between this man and Athenodoros, it seems rational that he would experience a similar situation and find his cure outside of the sacred space. Moreover, although the man depicted in inscription B23.43 was healed by a goose, it could also be a dog or a snake that helps Athenodoros as both are said to have been animals sacred to Asclepius[footnoteRef:12] and have appeared throughout several of the inscriptions[footnoteRef:13]. [7:  A1]  [8:  A3]  [9:  A6]  [10:  B13]  [11:  B23.43]  [12:  Compton 1998 P.302]  [13:  For example; B6.26, A20, A17 and B13.33] 


Throughout this essay I have attempted to provide details of the more likely scenarios that Athenodoros would experience, however due to their being a lot of varying information within the depictions of the cures there are many alternate situations.
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