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According to Hartley & McMillan (2009) story telling is one of the best teaching approaches for language and literacy which enables children to enhance their reasoning of ideas based on stories that they have heard and understood.  However, according to (Ohler, 2008) children also need to enhance other skills for their thinking, presenting and technical development.  According to Filini (2007), storytelling  allows practitioners and listeners to enhance their information gathering and problem solving skills. However,  over the past three decades technology has made its biggest impact on communication.  From television to telephones and reading devices and through messages, emails and social media, the use of technical devices is now the primary mode of communication in today’s world and The Digital Competency Framework (Welsh Government, 2018) aims to ensure that children should become confident in digital technology.  With so many digital devices now becoming commonplace in children’s education there is no wonder that Levy (2009) has recognised that students regularly engage in a diverse range of technologies.
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The practitioner chose The Room on the Broom (Donaldson, 2001) for the traditional story which is written using repeated rhythms and rhyme during each section of the story.   Recent studies show that Rhythm and Rhyme play an important role in children’s language and literacy development enabling them to join in as the rhymes and repetitive elements become familiar.   Children will learn how to form sounds and patterns in an audible manner.  Children’s early literacy development forms through listening and speaking and it is a crucial foundation which promotes vocabulary and phonics.  Babies and children enjoy hearing rhymes and from the age of 6 months will try to copy facial movements and sounds which are made by an adult.  The Curriculum for Wales set out by Wwelsh Government  (2021) suggests that when listening to rhymes, children can recognise the sound of the syllables and the patterns of the rhythm making  the words easier to remember.  And when learned early on, it can create a strong ability in reading and writing skills. (Ranson, 2016) 

Rhyming stories enable children to learn words to a beat and they will be able to retell stories using the ability to predict the words because they are following a rhythm and pattern, which make the story easier to engage with.  Eventually they will move on to recognise other rhyming words such as fun and run or boy and toy.  Rhymes can be included in other activities such as rhyming games and number games supporting other areas of development. (The New Curriculum, 2021)

Studies also show that children who’s early language showed sensitivity to rhyme and repetition predicted a higher level of reading accuracy and reading comprehension at primary level. (Whalley and Hansen, 2006)  Children can pick up on the pitches of words which will help them to distinguish where one phrase begins and another ends within an ongoing sentence.  (Holt and Lotto, 2010)  Rhyme and verse is adaptable to all ages, and is especially captivating for  very young babies,  and according to (Mullen, 2017) activities such as reading with rhyme and repetition is beneficial for group activities or with a single child.  Studies show that babies who are introduced to language even before they learn to talk, will stimulate the neural circuits in the brain which interconnect to form the ability to  lay the foundations for understanding basic speech patterns and phenomes which distinguishes one 
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word from another suggests (Newport, 1990) and early introduction to language is crucial because the ability to process and learn language deteriorates  as the brain develops and starts to concentrate on other areas such as learning to clap or crawl. Room on the broom uses repetitive phrases such as “Down, cried the witch and they flew to the ground”. A child will remember the phrases and will try to repeat them,  and eventually learn to finish off the sentence with the rhyming pattern which emphasises certain words and their relationship to other words,  building the foundation for language and literacy.  (Literary Devices, 2017)
The Tiger who came to Tea (Kerr, 1968) does not have verses or rhyme,  however  the story does enable the storyteller to use suprasegmental features when adopting the voice of the tiger and when this is practised by a child, different tones and stresses of the words will be experienced and the jaw  muscles will be exercised  through the changing posture of the mouth  (Smith, 2006).  The narrator explains some of the scenarios to help the viewer understand, such as introducing the story and describing what is happening in the pictures to support their listening, pronounciation and problem solving skills.(Cluas  (2016)  The story  uses many familiar scenarios which children can recognise as pleasant everyday things that happen in their lives, such as having tea with special people and going out for food with family which will capture the imagination of the child because the scenarios are relatable to them  according to Khanna (2020) and story telling plays a crucial role in the everyday lives of children.  For example,  The Tiger is very polite in his speech, saying excuse me and saying please and thank you, all important  words to encourage good manners which is supported by the New Curriculum (2021) guiding children to be valued members of society. 

 Whilst reading the story the practitioner talked about some of the activities taking place in the pictures, mentioning that the tiger wasn’t being polite and that he had made a mess. And showing the child other concepts within the pictures such as the dark night and the bright moon.  The narrator discussed them during the showing of the pictures which will help children to understand everyday things that happen in their world according to (The Writer’s Bureau 2021)
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The written word is seen by the children in the traditional story, however there are no words  shown in the digital story and the listener has to rely on the voice of the narrator.  Although this is obvious for any listener who cannot read,  Gaille, (2019) suggests that there are missed opportunities to develop literacy skills when watching digital stories,  however  an article written for the website (I will teach you Language, 2016) argues that the information provided in stories is not just the text alone but it is important for children to understand the meaning of a situation through the voice and expressions of the narrator.  When reading the story in the digital view, the narrator fails to use enough emphasis on moods to explain situations, although during the traditional story telling activity it would be easier for the listener to understand what is happening because the narrator explains it with expressions.  Expressions help people to decipher what someone is thinking.  People can tell if someone is happy or sad or angry or excited just by looking at someone’s facial expression.    However, the  story teller does use some  expressions which describe moods and  characteristics and according to an article in (Learn to Flourish, 2020) using emotions when telling a story will help the listener to engage with the such as when the  narrator expresses the dialogue spoken by the mummy it  is that of a kind and considerate person.    The narrator uses more expression which describe the character’s personalities in the traditional story,  such as smiling when the witch is handed her lost item and fear when the witch is about to be eaten by the dragon, determination when the characters are saving the witch and excitement when the spell creates a ‘magnificent broom’ .  It is easier to see these expressions when viewing the traditional story because the listener will see the whole of the person and be able to use body language as well as facial expressions, whereas the expressions are less visible on the  head and shoulders view of the narrator in the digital story. The use of facial expressions plays a big part in the cognitive development of linguistics, when  someone widens their eyes for example, it immediately alerts the observer to danger, although when a smile is added, the observer sees an excited face.  Therefore, a child listening to a story will hear the words being spoken and through the reader’s facial expressions they will have an understanding of the story. (Gross & Ballif, 1991)
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(Zeece, 1997) Suggests that children gain a more personal experience from storytellers who do not use books and it will also enable their listening skills to develop as well as teaching them oral skills.  The story teller was sensitive to the needs of the child when explaining that the  creature which confronted him was not a ‘horrible beast’ but actually the characters of the story coming to rescue the witch.  The story teller also used a variety of different voices when reading the story and also explained the croaky voice to the audience.  

The digital version of The Tiger who came to Tea was told with a limited amount of interaction from the story teller, however, it was spoken clearly and with some expression and explaination from the narrator to enable the viewer to  understand the vocabulary because they are able to visualise the actions taking place although they would also benefit from seeing the words written down to give them some understanding of letter  formation.   According to( Melhuish and Falloon, 2010) technical devices are a valuable tool in children’s learning and the use of ipads, which children enjoy using,  is a very useful addition to the classroom.    The digital story summarises situations from a character’s point of view and recreating the character will enable the viewer to connect with the story and it’s characters by  giving the Tiger its own personal voice which gave the tiger a personality of his own.   The story teller in the traditionally told story also gives the character’s their own personal voice,  Raising Children. Net. AU (2021) suggests that this will encourage children to feel  a connection with the characters.  Regular reading will help a child to develop a love of books and according to The National Literacy Trust (2020) current data suggests that children who are read to from an early age do better in a wider range of subjects at school and it is also shown to have a positive impact on their wellbeing.  However, data also suggests that when technology is used appropriately, for instance by watching the demonstration in the first video, it can provide children with an important avenue into reading.  However, Vygotski’s theory is very much focusing on the role of the adult and more experienced people interacting with children, yet devices are often solitary tools which can be used by just the viewer. (Moll, 2013)  This is supported by Wood, Bruner & Ross (1976) who suggests that adults provide 
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scaffolding in the child’s learning  and the use of digital equipment  for story telling provides an excellent approach to learning and development in the 21st century.
During the story of “Room on the Broom” the various animals helped the witch find things and in turn were rewarded with an invitation onto the broom.  The story teller missed the opportunity to remind children that because the character found her lost item, the witch was so pleased that she then answered the request to make room on her broom, but instead  the story teller moved quickly on to the next page.  According to  Samkange (2015)  Bandura  studies suggest that children learn behaviours  based on rewards  and although the story does mention ‘the grateful witch’,  this was another missed opportunity for the children to learn how someone feels when they do something good.
The traditional story is told in a manner which is entertaining for children and research shows that listening to stories is a more effective way of learning language than other methods because of the fun and engaging way that stories are often told.  Learners are able to retain the story to memory and in turn the pronunciation, grammar and vocabulary is more easily learned (Lucarevschi, 2016).  And according to(Genishi, 1988) and supported by (Fillmore and Snow 2000) listening to stories in early childhood enhances children’s language and reading to children will give them opportunities to explore sounds and means of words.
Any kind of story telling will help promote brain development and the reading of books can strengthen relationships and provide a security for babies and children.  Books are often used at bedtime or naptime. And according to an article in The Guardian (2007) Jerome Bruner suggested that the art of simple story telling is underated in favour of other teaching tools.  He argues that practitioners should use various methods of storytelling as a way of encouraging children to think about alternative outcomes where they not only retain knowledge from a traditional story telling experience but also they should be encouraged to use their imagination to think about the story being told in a different way.
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