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What is quality?
According to Abbott and Langston (2005) there are many attributes that contribute to the meaning of quality. These can include the curriculum and activities that are set out within a setting, the materials and furnishings, the space and environment as well as policy and management and parent partnership. However, quality can be a difficult form of practice to define as what is seen as quality by one individual or organization may not always be seen as effective or quality to everyone. The definition of quality through a child's perspective often stems from the judgment in which parents make on if a setting is adhering to the needs of their child. Quality should be established from the willingness and effort of those who provide the care within a childcare setting to be able to offer the highest quality of care in order to enrich the lives of the children within their care. Quality is an adaptive approach that requires the need of acceptance of inevitable change such as changes to policy, changes to curriculum and new technologies. To conclude quality can be defined through the work and efforts that practitioners make within a setting to portray innovative approaches and be able to push boundaries that go above and beyond the minimum requirements. 
Why is it important?
As per research by Barnados (2016) the importance of implementing quality within practice is because the impact that practitioners have on a child throughout its early years of life have the most impact on them for not only the present times but also for their future. The early years of a child’s childhood are the vitals times in which their learning and development is of high importance and can be seen as the foundation for all their learning and development throughout their lives. Therefore, the quality of the environments that young children spend a large portion of their lives both at home and outside of the home is crucial to their growth, learning, and general well-being. As UK Global Immigration Consultants (2023) highlights that through providing quality childcare and a nurturing environment can not only help a child to succeed, learn and flourish but it can also have positive impacts on a child’s social, emotional and cognitive development and outcomes. It is important for children to have access to high quality settings as part of the Early Years Foundation stage framework, ensuring that all childcare workers adhere to policy and procedures to ensure that all children can receive a high quality of care throughout their early years of education. (OpenANursery, 2023). Every child’s rights are important and as stated by Unicef (no date) the United Nations Convention on The Rights of the Child is made up of 54 articles that relate to the rights of the child and by adhering to the rights ouf the child would result in providing high quality care such as article twelve highlighting that every child's views must be respected and article twenty eight highlighting the child’s rights to education. 

According to Bland (no date) a key element of creating high-quality early childhood practice is reflective practice. Any method that is used to gauge quality must be evaluated considering what has been seen and measured to determine how it affects children's good outcomes. However, Canning and Reed (2012) suggest that it is crucial to support practitioners in using all of their own resources while engaging in reflective activities. By highlighting a single favored approach to reflection or even quality improvement, adherence to a predefined "model" may limit reflective potential.
There are many different tools and quality assurance methods available to help practicioners to improve and expand on quality within their settings. Tools such as The Leuven Scale. According to Structural Learning (2021) the Leuven Scale was created by Ferre Laevers and his team at the Leuven University. The scale was created to assist education staff in measuring a child’s emotional wellbeing through the method of a five-point scale. The main advantage of the use of the Leuven Scale is that the focus of the scale is developed through meaningful observation and thus resulting in ensuring that the child is at the centre of learning. According to Ferre Leavers, children behave like fish in water when they are experiencing high levels of wellbeing. Children who feel at ease are willing and self-assured to try new things. The Leuven’s scale also interprets elements from Piaget’s concept of child development as the scale prioritizes the child at the centre of learning. 
 Learning Journals (2025) highlight the way in which the Leuven's scale can be used within practice. The Leuven’s scale is used to measure a child’s level of involvement and engagement with a particular task. The scale is measured through levels from one to five. One indicating extremely low engagement or involvement through to five which would be very high. The Leuven’s scale can be used when considering or measuring the level of quality by reflecting on the result of the observation and then considering how any adaptations or implementations can be made to improve the score of the scale for those who may be scoring a low level of engagement. If a child is engaged to a high level this results in a child experiencing a high level of emotional well-being which would indicate that they are participating in quality tasks that are fulfilling for them to keep them engaged. The disadvantages to this scale, however, would include the scale's inability to adequately account for children with specific educational needs or impairments. Children with special educational needs and or disabilities, particularly those who are non-verbal, frequently do not exhibit or exhibit the behaviors listed on the scale.
Another method that is used to improve and expand quality would be The Early Childhood Environmental Rating Scale. As suggested by NYC Department of Education (no date), The Early Childhood Environmental Rating scale focuses on the observation of the early childhood learning environment. The importance of ensuring that the children have access to a variety of appropriate materials thus allowing the implementation of enhanced interactions. This scale can offer a detailed quality indicator designed to improve child outcomes. With a focus on the early childhood environmental rating scale, third edition, this scale is made up of six core subscales which include thirty-five items. The six core subscales include space and furnishings, learning activities, personal care routines, interactions, language and literacy and program structure. The scoring method that is used throughout this scale is that each item is given an individual score from one to seven. One being inadequate through to seven being excellent. The early childhood environmental rating scale, third edition is used throughout the method of observation over the course of three hours. These three hours would include one hour of play, thirty minutes of gross motor play, a mealtime and a transition time. The advantages of using this scale would bet that the ECERS-3 has primary focus on how the practitioners are able to match children’s abilities thus ensuring that children are kept engaged throughout the activity or task and that by implementing the six subscales they are able to meet the needs of all children and their varied developmental levels. 
In conclusion, the two types of methods that have been highlighted above have different ways of being able to improve and expand quality, however, the key similarity that is outlined above is that the child is at the center of the observations. The main differences in both methods are that Leuven’s scale has more of a focus on the well-being of the children and how their engagement or lack of can have an impact on their well-being thus resulting in reflecting on the results to see if there are any adaptations or adjustments that need to be made to improve the quality of the tasks with a hope that this would increase the child’s engagement. The ECERS-3 has more of a focus on the environment and how the quality is measured through the tasks and the materials and resources that are made available to the children. 
The ECER-3 scale has more of a thorough rating and its focus is looking at different aspects of the environment and how it effects a child throughout different stages of their day such as focusing an amount of time on observing play but also observing meal-times and daily schedules. The observation is made throughout a three-hour time scale which provides the practitioner with sufficient amount of time to observe effectively. However, the Leuven scale observation will only last for the length of time that the child participates within the chosen activity and the score is then calculated based on the one task or activity unlike the ECERS-3 that correlates a score from more than one attribute. 
The two different methods are effective in their specific ways. The ECER-S would look at the environment and ensuring that the materials and resources are made available to the children and that they are suitable, which puts a focus on the staff and how the setting is presented and how the daily day to day of the setting is run. However, the Leuven scale focuses on the child as a core of the observation and how they are interacting and engaging with a task and thus resulting in having to evaluate the results of the interaction in order to determine if the quality of the task is of a high enough standard to keep the child engaged and that their well-being is met. 
The Leuven scale relies purely on how the child interacts with the task to monitor or evaluate the quality as if there is a high-level of involvement with the task then this results in a deeper and more meaningful level of learning. As for the ECER-S scale the method of evaluating the level of quality can be shared between the six core subscales. There may be that there is more than one subscale that is reaching the requirements to portray a high level of quality where others may demonstrate a lower level thus resulting in the need to evaluate and consider the materials or elements from the scale and be able to consider what adaptations or changes need to be made in order for the level of quality to increase. The ECERS-3 can be seen as an easier method of being able to identify the exact areas that need improvement in order to improve the quality. Whereas the Leuven scale, as stated previously relies on the child in specific and all children are different and interact with tasks in different ways and the interests of the child need to be considered as some children may prefer one task more than other if it meets their desirable interests. Both methods can provide practitioners with efficient evidence and information as to what tasks or areas that may need improvement and as stated both methods keep the child at the forefront of the outcomes. 
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