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1. Background:

In England and Wales; the age of Criminal liability is currently ten years old. Therefore, if a child between the ages of ten and seventeen commits a crime, they can be arrested and trailed at a youth court (Crown Prosecution Service, 2017).  
Statistics from the year ending March 2021, shows the largest decrease in young offending since 2015. However, it can be stated that although these statistics can be accurate for that time, it does not represent a ‘functioning society’ (Ministry of Justice, 2022). This is due to the fact that; during this period of time, many children were being ‘home schooled’, unable to socialise with their peers or attend events; as a result of the impact from the corona-virus pandemic (Ministry of Justice, 2022). 
Figure 1: Trends in Arrest of Children and Young People in England and Wales, year ending March 2021 (Ministry of Justice, 2022). 
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In Wales, policing is not a devolved matter, therefore is run and controlled by the British Government. Moreover, the four police forces in Wales can often be found working in partnership, with a number of public sector and organisations (Partnership Council for Wales, 2018). It has even been suggested Welsh policing is beginning to get closer to two of Sir Robert Peel Principles; the first being the ‘police is to prevent crimes’ and more importantly he second principle suggests that the police are the community and the community are the police’ (Partnership Council for Wales, 2018). 

The Police and Education System in Wales in recent years have began working in partnership to prevent youth offending. This is due to the fact that figures from 2008-2010 from Dyfed Powys Police show that between the two year period, an average of four criminal offences from violent to sexual offences were being committed within a school setting each day (Miller, 2010). Has the partnership between the police and education system been able to improve young offending in Wales? 

1.1 - Aims and Objectives 
The aim of this research is to gain a professional perspective on whether the support from the police in the education system is reducing young people from committing crime; this will be achieved by;
· Carrying out primary research on professionals such as the Police, Council and Teachers. 
· To identify secondary research and analyse whether there are additional measures which could be put in place to support those in need
· Analyse statistics and highlight any trends which could be occurring within youth offending
· To identify any new crimes which are becoming increasing dangerous within the education setting; E.g, being in possession of a knife or weapon 
· To draw a conclusion and to form a judgement on whether the work carried out by the police is adequate and is reducing the rate of offending. 

1.3 Literature Review
A study carried out by Hopkins et al (1992) carried out an independent, large scale study of 1249 Secondary School, and the impact of Police-School liaison officers. The research identified that there is no evidence to suggest that Police Liaison Officers help to slow down or halt young offenders committing crimes. However, many pupils within the target schools judged the Police-School Liaison Officers positively. The conclusion of the research was that Police Liaison Officer offered minimal positive effects to reducing youth offending (Hopkins et al, 1992). 
Recent literature surrounding the use of police officers within the education system in Wales, has been carried out by South Wales Police; which suggests that the Welsh Government is working in partnership with the four welsh police forces. This was due to the fact a review was carried out by the Police and Crime Commissioners and the Welsh Government, introduced the Wales Police Schools Programme, the result of the programme which the Welsh Government invested £2 million to support the programme (South Wales Police, 2021). 
During the period of September 2020 to July 2021 the success of the programme can be seen from a brief overview which includes; the involvement of 91 percent of school in Wales, due to this an estimated 12,141 lessons on crimes prevention were presented to 404,255 children and young people. Additionally, the use of the School Liaison Officer dealt with 7,773 offences which involved young people, the importance of the School liaison Officer was that they allow the pupils an opportunity of a second chance and keeping them off the criminal record systems (South Wales Police, 2021). 

 1.4 -Rationale
Research and the use of National Statistics have identified that youth crime in recent years has been declining, the downwards trend can be considered to be taking place prior to the pandemic (McCarthy, 2020). However, an up to date report carried out by Whitehall’s; public spending watchdog, has highlighted that by 2024 the number of children in England and wales in Custody is expected to double (Weale, 2022). Additional reports which can be used to support the expect rise is the National Audit Office (2021, cited in Weale, 2022) which reported that after a period of long-term decline in young offending, the numbers of young people committing criminal offences is set to rapidly rise. The report states that the rise is due to an increase in recruitment within the police force, and the tougher sentencing which has been imposed by the reformed of the police, crime, sentencing and courts bill (Weale, 2022). 

1.5 - Research Methodology 
Carrying out research can be a daunting experience therefore, the need to follow a research strategy can allow the researcher to be able to collect date in a consistent manner, allowing them to be able to choose the correct tools, technique and methodology for their research (Melnikovas, 2018). The term research methodology can define a research strategy, which allows the research to design an approach which best suits how their research should be undertaken (Meinikovas, 2018). 
During primary research ethics must be a key consideration (Lowe & Zemilansky, pg 158), the reason the research has decided to carry out research on the perspective of professionals; is due to the fact that there are a number of ethical issues regarding carrying out research on young people. 

A theorical concept which will be used as part of the research is the ‘Research Onion’ (Figure 2) introduced by Saunders et al (2016 cited in Meinikovas, 2018), the main features of the ‘Research Onion’ is the six main layers; which briefly include the research philosophy, approach to theory development, methodology choice, strategy, time, and finally technique and procedures (Melnikovas, 2018).
Figure 2: ‘Research Onion’ (Saunders et al, 2016, cited in Meinikovas, 2018)
[image: Macintosh HD:Users:abigailthomas:Desktop:Screen shot 2014-11-05 at 16.32.18.png]

 






1.6-Research Approach 
To gain an understanding of a professional perspective on a Police Presence in the welsh education system it is difficult to express viewpoint solely on Literature Reviews. 
Firstly, the researcher must decide which part of the ‘research paradigms’ best suits their research; whether its qualitative, quantitative or a mixed method Johnson et al, 2007). The aim of the research is to gain a ‘professional perspective’. As a result of the overall aim the researcher will be collecting both qualitative and quantitative data also known as a mixed method.  
A consideration is to use a semi-structured interview approach which consists of both open-ended and closed-ended question, as a result the semi-structured approach would allow the research to achieve the mixed-method approach. This method would allow the research to asked fixed questions and focus on fixed words (Klenke, 2008, p126). 
Overall, the research approach which is likely to be used is semi-structured interviews due to being able to collect both qualitative and quantitative. Structured interviews would not be suitable for the research as they are standardised questions with little leeway for explanation from the participate (Mueller and Segal, 2014, pg.1), as the aim of the research is to gain a profession perspective additional approaches would suit the research. However, the use of unstructured interviews, which is similar to a free-flowing conversation, may also not be acceptable for the research (Mueller and Segal, 2014, pg.1); this is due to the fact that, as the research will be on a tight time-scale, carrying out unstructured interviews can be time consuming, and the risk of participant going off topic can cause issues with the data (pg.1). 
The number of participants the researcher is looking to interview is between 15-20, the professional individuals include the police, teachers, personal assistants, and support workers. The interviews will consist of both open and closed-ended questions to gain both qualitative and quantitative data. 
The researcher will be hoping to carry out the interviews face to face or via Microsoft teams, as the researcher will need to build a rapport with the participants, this may increase the likelihood of them being open and honest during the interview (Klenke, 2008, p126). 

Additionally, as interviews can be a time consuming to carry out and analyse, the preferred method maybe questionnaires as they are less time consuming, easily accessible and if the participant feel uncomfortable answering a question they will be able to leave it blank. 

1.7 -Grantt Chart
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Figure 1.3: Trends in arrests of children for notifiable offences, England and Wales, years ending
March 2011 to 2021
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