
Presentation on Textual Bibliography

Each student will be allocated one or other of the following two English Renaissance plays:

· Christopher Marlowe, Doctor Faustus
· Ben Jonson, The Alchemist

You are to give a presentation on two aspects of your allocated play.


1.	Bibliographical Description

The first part of is concerned with how to describe early printed books up to the end of the sixteenth century and books of the middle period from the beginning of the seventeenth to the end of the eighteenth century. For the earliest printing of your allocated play that you can find on Early English Books Online, you are asked to provide the following four parts of the usual bibliographical description of a book:

1. The title, copied from the title-page more or less minutely and fully, giving the place of printing, the name of the printer and publisher, and date, or as many of these particulars as are found there.
2. The format, as folio, quarto, &c.
3. The collation or registration.
4. Pagination.

This part of the exercise is based on the exercise in section 6 of the seminar document for Unit 2 Bibliographical Research and Documentation, b. The Annotated Bibliography Project and Research Management. So, you may find it helpful to consult that document and your notes and report on that exercise. However, you are not expected to locate and handle a physical copy of your allocated book.


2.	Early Textual History

The second part requires you to consult printed and/or electronic resources. Copies of the following are located on the open reference shelves in the Special Collections Reading Room of the Roderic Bowen Library and Archives on the Lampeter campus (class marks are provided below). Students will also be provided with digitised copies of the relevant sections and pages. These will be available on the module page on Moodle.

Greg, A Bibliography of the English Printed Drama to the Restoration, 4 vols. R 016.822 GRE

Arber, A Transcript of the Stationers’ Registers, 1554-1640, 5 vols [Vol. 2 missing], 1640-1708, 3 vols. R 655.5094206 STA
Vol. III contains entries of books to 11 July 1620. This is available online at: <https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=coo.31924092496045&seq=699>
Vol. IV contains entries of books to 3 November 1640.
The printers and licensers are recorded in the entries.

McKerrow, Dictionary of Printers and Booksellers, 1557-1640. R 655 BIB

Lowe and others, English Theatrical Literature, 1559-1900: A Bibliography. R 016.792

Blayney, The Bookshops in Paul’s Cross Churchyard. R 655.4421 BLA

McKerrow, Printers’ & Publishers’ Devices in England & Scotland, 1485-1640. Q 655 BIB

Greg, Companion to Arber. R655.5094205 GRE

This research should enable you to discover bibliographical information pertaining to early printed editions and issues of the play that has been allocated to you, and to identify the printers, publishers, and booksellers of these editions and issues. You should limit your research to editions and issues up to 1640. It should also be possible to note when editions of your allocated play were entered into the Stationers’ Register, and whether the Register indicates a licence was granted. You should gather relevant information about the printers, and their devices (if they used any), the publishers, and the booksellers, and the locations (addresses) of their bookshops. You should also record any information you may find regarding early performances of your allocated play, such as the name of the acting company, the theatre or playhouse, the date of performance, and the names of the actors. In the interests of building a more complete picture of the early printing and performance history of the play-text that you have been allocated, you are invited to consult more printed or electronically available sources of information, such as, for example, the textual introductions to modern editions of the play. In the course of your research, you should aim to learn about textual differences between editions of your play. You should consider whether your findings may present evidence of practices of various kinds, such as collaboration, revision, adaptation. You may also find prefaces and dedications that appear in these editions.

You are to give a presentation which brings together and synthesises the results of your research, summarising where necessary. You must use slides. Please remember to document your sources meticulously, providing references and a full bibliography of works consulted.

