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Research Question (1 sentence max.)Public perception of rehabilitative strategies for offenders in Europe, compared to the UK and Wales.


Literature Review (700 words max)
Using a review of peer-reviewed journal articles and other academic sources, provide a rationale for your research project. It has come to light that prisons in the UK are dehumanising their offenders. This argues that offenders lack opportunities after serving time in prison as the system removes their rights and often disregards them due to their criminal record, which ultimately leaves them with little to live life as free individuals as they are unable to find employment or even housing for some (Ministry of Justice, 2014). Due to this, the UK has been working hard to create and relay a successful rehabilitation strategy for offenders while incarcerated and once released. Currently, prisons run academic programs, and vocational courses and discuss employment opportunities. The running of these services aims to effectively rehabilitate by improving prisoners' well-being, social capital, and employment prospects (Coates, 2016). Despite efforts, three-fifths of prisoners leave incarceration without a plan or contract of employment, education, or training outcome. Additionally, efforts have been put forward to convince offenders to choose an academic qualification to study while incarcerated, such as English and maths. These qualifications would boost the chances of employment rates (Coates, 2016). Is there more that the UK could do to ensure that offenders are getting the support they need? And if so, what is the public perception of this? Does the public believe that offenders should not be given the chance to rehabilitate, or should they be rehabilitated into a better choice of life which eventually lowers the rates of crime? 


Method (500 words max)
Aim(s): Identify the key aim(s) of this study in a sentence or two.The key aim of this study is to analyse why reoffending rates are lower in European countries due to rehabilitation compared to those in the UK. In addition to this aim, the public perception is key to identifying their knowledge of the issue and what they believe the UK should be doing to ensure offenders receive the support and rehabilitation they need to ultimately cut reoffending rates, which leads to reduced crime rates. 


 Objective(s):  Bullet points of what you need to achieve to succeed in your aims1. Identify rehabilitation strategies in European countries: Effective strategies only, focusing on countries with the lowest reoffending rates. Understanding why and how these strategies are effective. Could these strategies be implemented in the UK?
2. Analysing rehabilitation strategies in the UK: Current strategies, the effectiveness of what is in place, the challenges faced, and possible mistakes (funding, overcrowding, staffing issues, reoffending rates). Is there more that could be done?
3. Considering the public perception: Public opinion is important as many will focus on the view that offenders should not be given the opportunity to rehabilitate as they have done wrong. However, some may see rehabilitation as a positive strategy to convince offenders that there are different routes in life and support them with this. 


 Design: Quantitative or qualitative? Survey or secondary data approach? The questionnaire will collect a mixture of quantitative and qualitative data. Due to the dissertation asking for public perceptions, qualitative data is a must, as perspectives on the matter will differ from person to person, and will be interesting to compare responses between age groups/ethnicities/gender, searching for trends. However, quantitative data is needed to clearly understand responses to questions such as “do you think prisoners are receiving quality support through rehabilitation methods?”, which enables findings to state for example “35% of respondents felt that prisoners are receiving quality support through rehabilitation methods”. 
A mixture of qualitative and quantitative data will allow the research project to excel in findings as a clear view of the public feeling on the matter will be established.

Sample: Who/what, how many, where from, sampling method. The decision has been made to opt for a general questionnaire as it would be rather difficult to seek perspectives from experts who work in the field of prison service, rehabilitation, or even offenders themselves, without a longer timeframe. However, as the research project is focusing on the public’s perception, a general questionnaire is believed to be better suited as a range of perspectives will be collected and would be interesting to discuss further and compare against each other. The target sample is anyone over the age of 18, as parental consent will not be needed. Around 50 responses would be preferred, to ensure a thorough analysis. To make things a little easier for myself, the questionnaire will be made available for people locally, however I do have connections outside the local area and would be interesting to get responses from outside this area. 


Ethics:  Briefly cover any ethical issues that you need to consider.  Voluntary participation – Due to the research including a questionnaire, it must be voluntary, allowing participants to freely opt in or out of the study. 
Informed consent – Before the participants start the questionnaire, the purpose of the study will be made aware to them, as well as any risk of harm, as the topic may be sensitive to some. 
Anonymity – It is crucial that the participants remain anonymous, to the researcher and other participants. This will be done by creating an online anonymous questionnaire. This might also make participants feel at ease taking part. 
Potential harm – It is important for participants to be made aware of potential harm, physical, social, and psychological. However, this will be kept to an absolute minimum. 

 


 Analysis: What will you do with the data when you have collected it and why?Public perception can encourage a shift within the justice system as they have an outside opinion on the issue, it would be enlightening to receive feedback from the public on strategies in place in Europe, the UK, and locally in Wales and their opinion on whether Wales should be considering more successful strategies for rehabilitation to benefit the area. 


Proposed Timeline (not included in word count)
Insert table or figure/flow chart to depict your proposed project timeline of key events.Proposal and Ethics forms – Friday 7th October 
Chapter: Induction – Friday 21st October 
Chapter: Literature Review – Friday 18th November 
Chapter: Research Methodology – Friday 9th December 
Chapter: Analysis of results – Friday 10th February 
Chapter: Conclusion and Recommendations – 24th February
Draft Submission – Friday 10th March
Final Submission – Monday 1st May 


Anticipated Outcomes (300 words max)
Briefly explain what you hope to achieve with this research project (i.e. could your findings influence practice, policy or training?).  Further research into rehabilitative culture is needed in the UK, there are too many overcrowded prisons and overworked staff due to shortages. These issues overlap with failed rehabilitation strategies which lead to higher reoffending rates. Change is needed and a research project outlining mistakes, challenges, effectiveness, and public perception could potentially help with this.
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