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The Will of Cecily Neville
The first source of this collective portfolio, is the Will of Cecily Neville, holding the title duchess of York and is dated 1495. The Will’s first address is that of Cecily’s body is subject to god ‘I bequeath and surrender my soule in to the mercifull handes of allmyghty God,’
 it is interesting that in the passage she details that of her spiritual body before adressing the state of her burial, this is very telling of Cecily’s mindset, suggesting that in the forefront of her mind is her spiritual state after death. Although the giving of the body to christ or the mention of taking care of the spiritual body is a smiliar concept thoughtout the other comparative wills, highlighting this may also have been a common convention. Such examples of these similarities include the Will of Drew Mompesson who urges to his executors that a ‘priest may sing for my soule …by the space of a yere’
 this being reference to the praying of a soul in purgatory suggesting also like Cecily, the mindset of Mompesson is drawn to his spiritual state when pursued by the thought of his own death. This is also true of the Will of John Heyron, who states at the occurrence of his death, that he wishes ‘a priest and his successors to pray for me’ on a regular basis, displaying that the idea of death during this period consistently brought thought of the individual towards their relationship with Christ and the placement of the souls after death.

Additionally the Will of Cecily, interestingly presents a large number of expensive possessions to alternating members of her family, including that of a ‘square canapie of crymeson clothe of gold’ amongst other such luxurious items. When comparing this to other wills such as that of John Heyron, dated 1499 and Drew Mompesson, dated 1488 though similar in date to that of Cecily there Will’s do not refer to materialistic goods bequeathed to family members, this suggests Cecily’s Will is unusual in this respect. However to be noted is the Wills of Heyron and Mompesson are both male and that the main focus of their wills is the presentation of their bodies after death and the settling of debts, of money or morality. Moreover, with the understanding of Cecily’s possition as both the duchess of York and the mother of Richard the third allowed her great privilage and may explain her courtious nature of pressenting objects to a select few at the time of her death.
 
Furthermore with reflectance to the Will of Cecily, with respect of this being the will of  a woman it is interesting that despite death being a highly personal affair of the individual, the passage is in constant referance to her state as a wife with the repetition of the phrase ‘my best beloved Lord and housbond.’
 This referancing by Cecily to her husband is best displayed be the fact that in the first address of herself in the Will, she announces with referance to the family tie of her husband ‘I, Cecille, wife unto the right noble prince Richard’
 this can be considered quite telling of the state and possition of women during this period, that even in her most personal of documents she refers to herself in the relation of a man. In comparison, the Will of Drew Mompesson does refer to his wife within the passage with the phrase ‘my children be guyded by my wife’
 and also placing his wife with the role of exchequer amongst others, however unlike that of Cecily he does not mention his with wife with such reverence and repetition. Although it must be taken into account Cecily’s possition as the mother of both prince’s Edward IV and Richard III,  that of her standing and weight did originate mostly from her husband and his possition, therefore it could be considered less unnatural for her to referance her husband throughout the passage.
In conclusion, the primary source, the Will of Cecily Neville dated the year 1495, contains the thoughts and wishes of the mother of both Edward IV and Richard III, therefore this document is not only a highly personal primary source with her sentiments regarding the care of her body; it is also an address from a highly possitioned woman within medieval society. Moreover like that of the comparative Wills of John Heyron and Drew Mompesson, the Will of Cecily contains many of the same features that refers to the state of her soul and the preferences in regards of prayers after death. Furthermore, the bequeathing of possessions though similar to that of comparative sources the amount of small luxurious items is considerably larger suggesting both her position and privilege somewhat explaining her extensive gift giving in the passage. Although this source is the will of a woman rather than that of the comparative male Wills which can be considered noteworthy, for this may account for certain discrepancies and differences between the primary source and that of the wills of Heyron and Mompesson. Further notable differences between that of the primary source and that of the comparatives include the frequent reference of her husband, though Mompesson and Heyron mention their wife’s they do not do so with such repetition. 
Bibliography
Licence .A, ‘Cecily Neville: Mother of kings’ (2014), Amberley Publishing
‘Will of Cecily duchess of York’ (accessed 13.10.17),
 https://archive.org/details/willsfromdoctors00churrich
Weaver, F. William, ‘Somerset Medieval Wills’ (1853-1933), (accessed 15.10.17)
https://archive.org/details/somersetmedieva01weavgoog 
       � ‘Will of Cecily, Duchess of York, dated 1495’ (accessed 14.10.17),   �HYPERLINK "https://archive.org/details/willsfromdoctors00churrich"�https://archive.org/details/willsfromdoctors00churrich�





� Weaver, F. William, ‘Somerset Medieval Wills’ (1853-1933), (accessed 15.10.17), pg 1-2, The Will of Drew Mompesson dated August 14th 1488. � HYPERLINK "https://archive.org/details/somersetmedieva01weavgoog" �https://archive.org/details/somersetmedieva01weavgoog� 


� Ibid, pg 3-4, The Will of John Heyron dated August 8th 1499.


� A. Licence, ‘Cecily Neville: Mother of kings’ (2014), Amberley Publishing, pg 41.


�‘Will of Cecily, duchess of York, dated 1495’ (accessed 14.10.17)


  �HYPERLINK "https://archive.org/details/willsfromdoctors00churrich"�https://archive.org/details/willsfromdoctors00churrich�


� Ibid.


� Weaver, F. William, ‘Somerset Medieval Wills’ (1853-1933), (accessed 15.10.17)


� HYPERLINK "https://archive.org/details/somersetmedieva01weavgoog" �https://archive.org/details/somersetmedieva01weavgoog� 








