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Language and Digital Literacy 
Introduction
Language acquisition is a process that happens far before the time babies begin to speak. According to May et al (2011) by the time of birth, a newborn's brain responds specifically to their native language compared to similar non-language sounds. This means that a baby is actively listening to and retaining language even from the womb. Children have a drive to learn and use language from an early age, as building relationships through communication and sharing experiences fosters their personal, social, and emotional development according to the Department of Education, (2023). A key source of language input comes from a special speech style used by caregivers, known as baby talk, motherese, parentese, or infant-directed speech. Schick et al. (2022) highlights this with the example of how adults instinctively use a higher pitch and simpler phrases when talking to babies. This child-directed communication, often includes exaggerated facial expressions, gestures, and movement, supports language learning, as shown by Golinkoff et al. (2015). Demir‐Lira (2019) explains that reading to young children promotes their language and literacy skills. 
Comparison
I recorded myself reading two books, however for one of the videos, I used technology to create a story that demonstrates Digital literacy. Digital literacy is defined by the BBC (2024) as the ability to locate, organise, assess, manage, and produce and utilise information in digital formats. Digital literacy is increasingly recognised as a central element of the skills a child requires for school, work and life (UNICEF, n.d) and according to the National Literacy Trust (2019) technology can support early communication, language, and literacy by providing new learning opportunities through eBooks, apps, and video calls. Here I will compare and discuss the differences in the style of the two videos, and how they can individually be utilised to facilitate learning in the early years. In the first video, I read a book using digital technology (DT) to enhance the story. Similarly to traditional storytelling, I used images and large font in my digital story, to enhance the experience for a younger audience. Ndlovu (2024) writes about how images in storybooks are important for promoting the development of literacy skills and language development. This is done by helping children make predictions and inferences about a text by looking at an image. They can make links between the text and the pictures which reinforces their reading skills and literacy ability. Pictures can help children understand unfamiliar words by connecting images to the text. This is backed up by Balcazar (2019) who writes that picture books facilitate children’s understanding that words convey meaning by linking illustrations with textual elements. This means that children rely on images as a source of background knowledge and contextual cues, which support vocabulary and language development. However, unlike in traditional storytelling, and my reading of a book without technology, my DT video displayed images much easier and larger than I was able to in my traditional literacy video. In my recording of my traditional storytelling, I had to turn the book physically to show the children the pictures, which are too small for the children to see and benefit from. Using digital technology, I was able to display the story in large text, clearly to the children for them to follow along with while I read to them. According to Hughes and Wilkins (2000) there is a link between font size and children's reading. They discovered that the reading speed of children aged 5 to 7 years decreased as the text size decreased. They also found in their research that the type of font has an impact on reading speed. In my DT video, I have displayed the story using large and clear font for the children to follow the story easier. In traditional storytelling, children do not have the opportunity to read along with the book that is being read, they have to just listen to the reader. In my DT video, I used bright colours to draw the attention of the children to the screen for better engagement. There have been studies showcasing the use of bright colours to increase attention. Parker (2017) explained that a new study finds that Instagram posts with brighter colours and visible text or logos see higher average engagement levels, with shades like orange, bright orange, and bright blue performing the best. I used this information to my advantage and placed the story text on a bright blue background to boost engagement. This is something that is easily achieved through the use of digital technology that is more difficult to achieve in traditional story telling. However, in traditional storytelling, there is often a relaxed and lively atmosphere that encourages students to talk and interact. The way I read the story in my traditional video, was emotive and engaging. According to Mokhatar et al (2011) storytelling fosters two-way communication, as the reader uses eye contact and body language to engage their young audience, which is then reciprocated through eye contact and facial expressions. Through storytelling, children gain confidence, overcome nervousness, and enhance self-expression which are skills they will use in life. In my own experiences of reading to children, I often find that they will ask questions about the characters or the settings as I am reading to them, which shows that the children are engaged. While I believe that children can enjoy digital storytelling, there is something more personal about traditional story telling in my opinion. By this I mean that there is a natural trait to telling stories and passing information. The National Geographic (2022) writes of the deep-rooted storytelling traditions of many cultures around the world. Van Pelt (2018) claims that the tradition of storytelling can be traced back as far as 36,000 years ago. The Chauvet cave in France was found with images that depict the oldest visual representation of storytelling in the world. I believe that digitalising storytelling can remove that natural and personal nature of storytelling. Although there are obvious benefits of using technology in storytelling too teach and improve literacy in children. There is an argument for digital technology helping to create focus for children. Assistive technology is becoming more popular to help children who might find it difficult to engage with their learning, such as young people with ADHD and Autism. Many assistive technologies are available to support and enhance the lives of individuals with ADHD and Autism. Each tool serves a unique purpose, helping to address common challenges that people with these learning difficulties experience according to Halpin (2023). These include speech recognition which allows users to input text using their voice, and screen readers which read the text and play back the audio to the children. In my DT video, I acted as a screen reader, that allowed the children to focus and listen to the story. In my own experience of reading to children, they often get distracted by other happenings in their surroundings and their retention of the story gets poorer, whereas with the visual element that the DT video displays, I believe that this will create a focus for the children. The world is becoming more digital, with technology being incorporated into normal life more often. The National Careers Service (n.d) highlights the importance of learning technology skills for progressing in life, especially employment. Most jobs have an element of technology and using it confidently and correctly can improve employability and enhance skills. The world will probably only get more technological as science and research advances, and it is correct to guide children into utilising technology to be advantageous to them. Digital story telling familiarises and teaches children digital skills that will be detrimental in the future, such as digital literacy. Digital literacy involves finding, evaluating, creating, and sharing information on digital platforms like computers and mobile devices as specified by the School of Education (2020). It builds on traditional literacy to include skills with digital tools, the internet, and social media, for example, I am using digital literacy myself to write this text. According to Jackman (2023), digital literacy is important in education because it helps students access a vast amount of information online, making it easier for them to learn independently through research and assignments. It teaches them to evaluate sources and distinguish between credible and unreliable information, which is essential for making informed decisions both academically and in everyday life. Digital literacy provides students with key communication skills for using different digital platforms like email, social media, and video conferencing, which are valuable for personal connections and future job opportunities and will continue to be utilised more as technology becomes more popular. Technology can assist in supporting early communication, language development, and literacy skills by providing fresh learning opportunities through eBooks, apps, and video calls. However, it is recommended by the National Literacy Trust (2019) that technology be used as a tool for learning and play, much like a book, rather than a substitute for adult interaction, which is becoming more common in recent times. Technology has transformed the nature of interpersonal communication. Even adults are increasingly prefer sending text messages over making phone calls, and their behaviour on social media often diverges significantly from face-to-face interactions. This phenomenon extends to children as well as written by the National University (2021), when they spend substantial amounts of time on social media, it can adversely affect their self-esteem. According to their research in general, excessive use of technology can give rise to social and behavioural challenges in children by diminishing the time they allocate to meaningful interactions with their peers. Studies by Robinson (2017) have even found relationships between screen media exposure and increased risks of health problems such as childhood obesity and mental health disorders such as depression. 
Digital and Traditional
However, both digital and traditional storytelling can promote children's oracy, reading and writing skills. Studies confirm that the development of vocabulary and syntactic complexity in oral language are more advanced in children who are frequently exposed to a variety of stories (Roney, 1989; Phillips, 2000, quoted in Speaker et al, 2004). Agosto (2016) writes that live storytelling can delight children and create a positive perception of literacy. Her research suggests there is a strong case for incorporating storytelling into public schools' curriculum due to the joy it brings to young audiences and because storytelling allows participants to practice essential literacy skills. Studies suggest that storytelling aids in improving children's listening abilities and reading skills while simultaneously expanding their vocabulary according to Butler (2013, cited in Agosto, 2016). 
Conclusion
In comparing digital literacy to traditional literacy, both play essential roles in supporting comprehensive communication, critical thinking, and information processing skills in children. Traditional literacy provides foundational skills in reading, writing, and comprehension, while digital literacy expands on these by enabling individuals to navigate, interpret, and create content in a technology-driven world. As digital literacy becomes increasingly more common in our world, I believe that creating a balanced approach that incorporates elements of both literacies will allow children to engage in modern, interconnected environments. However, in my own practice I see firsthand how technology can be both a tool for learning, and a curse for childhood advancement. It is more common to see children with low literacy and oracy skills, which is obviously (in my opinion) due to technology being used to raise children with ease rather than be used to support their growth. I have seen myself how parents will “shove” a tablet or I-pad in front of a child rather than discipline or interact with them. In my eyes, children have shorter attention spans and poorer grasp on social and communication skills compared to when I was a child myself. This is why I believe that digital skills should be incorporated into the curriculum alongside of traditional learning, so that children get a foundation of skills that can be enhanced with technology. However, I will always be on the side of traditional over technological in terms of storytelling. 
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