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In this report, I will cover topics such as Finding Information, Paraphrasing and Referencing. I have chosen these skills because I believe they are important to me and to my learning. First, I will describe Finding Information, because without careful search and selection of dates , it is difficult to understand what information is needed for learning. Secondly, I will talk about Paraphrasing, because correct paraphrasing of the text is very crucial for writing a report or assignment in an academic environment. The last topic I will describe is Referencing, because this topic is difficult for me and I would like to study it in detail. For this report, I will be using the Kolb’s Experiential Learning Cycle.
[bookmark: _Toc174454651]Finding information / Research skills 
Concrete Experience
Finding information is very important in report writing and academic writing. It is the source of the information that determines the reliability of the facts and the report.
In class we are started the study of researching by watching a presentation of prepared by the teacher in order to better understand the next steps. From the discussion, we learned that the reliability of information and the sources from which this information comes play an important role.
The lecturer then introduced CRAAP Test. Accоrding to Blakeslee (2004) designed the CRAAP Test it is a set of enquiries designed to assist you in assessing the data that you discover:
· C – Currency
· R – Relevance
· A – Authority
· A – Accuracy
· P – Purpose
Also, a representative of the university library came to our class and provided us with detailed information on how to search for books and journals on the university library website. This is important in my studies, as it is a reliable source of information and I can trust this source.


Reflective Observation 
I was looking forward to this lesson, as I consider searching, organising, processing and systematising information to be my strong point. I could improve my skills in this direction.
I think that my classmates had different points of view and different levels of preparation in this. And so some of them might have found this lesson a challenge to their knowledge.
This lesson was not difficult for me, as I had previously watched the lesson materials. It was also easy for me because this is my strong point in finding, analysing and structuring information.
Abstract Conceptualization 
In my oppinion this lesson was good and productive, and my classmates and I learnt one of the most important skills. 
I found it easy to find information and was very enthusiastic about helping my classmates. 
I was also very impressed with how big the digital library was that I could use. Before this lesson, I knew that Wikipedia was not a reliable source of information, and I was glad to find this confirmed.
I also like that books or scientific journals have an additional list of references that can be useful in finding information on special topics. 
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Concrete Experience
In week 4, we began to learn paraphrasing, which is an important skill in the academic environment.
Paraphrasing is a method of incorporating text from a source into one's own writing without directly reproducing the source's wording. In any instance where information is derived from a source other than the author of the original text, it is necessary to indicate the source of that information (OWL, 2024).
The difficulty of paraphrasing is that there are many rules and nuances in academic writing.
It is also important to understand the reasons for paraphrasing. According to Smith( 2022 ) there include: 
· demonstrating understanding
· avoiding plagiarism
· helping to clarify ideas
· contextualising quotes and paraphrases from other authors
Reflective Observation 
These paraphrasing tasks were a challenge for me, as I have some experience in my native language, but this was not enough in a new environment for me, namely English.
In class, we did a lot of paraphrasing practice. And it was an interesting experience to open up thoughts and increase vocabulary, which is the main problem for me.
At the end of the lesson, I had a lot of food for thought about paraphrasing. I would like to have more experience with it. It might be difficult at the beginning, but with time I would gain more experience and it would be easier.
Abstract Conceptualization 
Definitely , I like to read a variety of literature, in most cases it is fantasy , I even have a few favourite authors such as Sarah J. Maas. But this was not enough to form my own ideas.
At the beginning іt was also a challenge for me, because I didn't prepare effectively for the lesson, and this also played a big role. Because preparing for the lesson gives you more confidence and motivation.
There are also presentations and references in our module course that І can take into account and read more about paraphrasing. And there are also many links to practice on module to improve this skill.
Active Experimentation 
I have learnt a lot from this lesson. For instance, now I can see my weaknesses better and can pay more attention to improve this skill. Furthermore, I will make sure to practice more at home to further develop the skill.
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Concrete Experience
In the sixth week of the course,  our group will move to the study of reflective thinking and writing.
It is therefore first necessary to define what is meant by the term 'reflective thinking'.
The essence of reflective thinking can be defined as the ability to recognise and acknowledge one's own knowledge, assumptions and past experiences. However, reflective thinking is a dynamic process that continues to evolve and develop as one learns and responds to new experiences, situations, events, or information (University, 2024)
In an academic context, it is conventional to compose a report in the third person as a definitive statement or theoretical proposition. However, this is not the case in a reflective report, where the author is required to present their personal perspective through the use of first-person pronouns. While traditional academic writing discourages the use of first-person accounts, reflective reports rely on them. The pronouns "I", "me", "mine" and so forth may therefore be employed in this type of work.
Іn the class, we looked at several techniques of reflective:
· Gibbs’ Reflective Cycle (1988)
· Kolb’s Experiential Learning Cycle (1984)
· Driscoll’s Model (1994, 2000)
As an example, I would like to look at the Gibbs reflective circle.
[image: A circular diagram showing the 6 stages of Gibbs' Reflective cycle]
Gibbs' reflective cycle
Imagen source: Gibbs' Reflective Cycle | The University of Edinburgh
The model helps us understand experiences. It is good for repeated experiences, so the learner can learn from both good and bad results. There are six stages::
· Describe the experience.
· Explain your feelings and thoughts about it.
· Evaluate it, including both positive and negative aspects.
· Explain what you learned from it and how you could have done things differently.
· Plan how you would handle similar situations in the future.

Reflective Observation 
This lesson was difficult for me because it is a new topic for me and I do not understand the essence of this skill well.
After the lesson, I still had a lot of questions about understanding the topic, because I think some of the questions are very similar to each other and it is difficult to understand the difference.
As I saw the situation in the classroom was better, and some of my classmates understood the topic better than me, and it also added a bit of stress because I thought I should understand everything from the first time, unfortunately it was not the case.
Abstract Conceptualization 
I can draw several conclusions from this situation. Firstly, I could have prepared better for the lesson because all the learning materials are in the module. Secondly, I could have read more and thus developed my vocabulary, which is a problem for my linguistic skills. And finally, I could learn English better, because I feel a big gap in my learning.

Active Experimentation 
I chose this topic for my research because it is a difficult subject to understand. I intend to gain a deeper understanding of reflective thinking.
To improve my skills, I could practice reflective thinking and writing more. In addition, I will study more and spend time reflecting on my experiences. 

[bookmark: _Toc174454654]Conclusion 
In this report, topics such as information retrieval, repainting, and reflection were described. I believe that each of these skills is important for learning and are very helpful resources for growing in an academic environment and maximising the benefits of learning and minimising time.
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