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Task 1

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 
Vulnerability and Risk, Evidence-based policing

You must choose a policing incident in which you played a significant role with a victim of crime or anti-social behaviour and reflect on what happened. 

	
Give a brief description of the incident including social and legislative contexts and any relevant cultural, ethnicity and language issues. 

Critically evaluate the appropriateness of different approaches (by professionals and the police) in supporting or managing vulnerable people or people at risk of harm. 

Explore what works in relation to tackling repeat victimisation and repeat offending. Consider the use of evidence-based policing. 

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





ANSWER:



Barrow-Grint et al (2022) write that domestic abuse is difficult to police, and that dealing with those who have been coerced and controlled throughout their relationships, as well as those who have been traumatised, abused, and injured, as well as any children involved and anyone who has witnessed such abuse, is a huge responsibility of police officers – and an element of society that is paramount within the day to day duties of a police officer. The actions and decisions that police take when attending calls of domestic abuse are vital. It is further stated it is a police officer’s duty to make attempts where possibly to change people's lives by assisting victims in leaving violent and abusive situations and bringing criminals to justice through thorough obtaining evidence and prosecution. In this essay, I will be discussing a policing incident of domestic abuse in which I attended as police constable with a colleague. I will be providing a comprehensive reflection on what happened, critically evaluating the approach I took with the victim, and discussing different methods in ways of tackling repeat victimisation and repeat offending. 

The College of Policing state that when investigating an incident of domestic abuse, the attending officer or first responder is responsible for conducting a primary risk assessment at the first opportunity, usually at the scene of where the incident has taken place. Officers and staff conducting risk assessments should have a complete understanding of the potential risk factors for domestic violence, particularly those related to specific groups of victims, and be skilled in applying these variables to individual cases while exercising professional judgement. It is further stated that officers must consider the larger context of the relationship as well as any history of abuse in all situations, in addition to the nature of the current incident. In the incident of which I will be discussing, this risk assessment of all relevant factors that was made by myself and my colleague was vital into how the victim was approached, and how the investigation was ultimately investigated. 
The summary of the incident was received from a female, who stated that her husband had just pushed her over and slapped her in the face. Whilst myself and my colleague were on route to the location, we were made aware that the female was a high-risk repeat victim of domestic violence to her husband – who’s name was registered to the address we were going to. 

Upon arrival at the address, I have seen a female standing in the doorway of the house. The female was crying, which has made it obvious that an incident had occurred prior to our arrival. The female has said that her partner was in the living room of the property, so I have immediately asked the female if there was another area of the property which we could go to speak. It is stated by Stephens and Becker (1995) and the College of Policing (2015) alike that a police officer's primary priority should be to protect all those present from injury or further harm when first responding to calls of domestic abuse. This includes the victim, children, witnesses, police officers, and the suspect. Upon my arrival at the address, my immediate priority was to ensure the female who reported the incident was safeguarded – hence my strategy to remove the female away from any potential contact she would have with her husband in the presence of the police. 

Coinciding with arrival at the property, I have further activated by body worn video. I have done this so that any disclosure made by the victim would be captured and used as evidence should the victim decide to support a police investigation and attend court. It is stated by the College of Police (2015) police officers must be ready to collect evidence as soon as they arrive on the scene. Body-worn video recordings can be extremely useful as evidence, especially in criminal cases, because they have large dramatic impact, record the scene precisely, record the demeanour of all parties involved and accurately record significant comments/statements made at scene. 
Upon speaking with the female in a different room, whilst my colleague was with the male in different part of the house, the female has stated that nothing had happened and that only a verbal argument had taken place. At this point, I was of the opinion that the female was withholding information from me because she was incredibly distressed. It may have also been likely that the female was overwhelmed of the situation with police being within her house, which would in turn have caused to feel threatened or frightened. In order to build an element of rapport with the female, I have developed a soft and caring tone of voice when communicating with the female. I have adapted this tone of voice as she was visibly distressed, and I did not wish to close her off from providing me information by coming across as threatening or intimidating. Ramshaw et al (2019) write a police officer’s tone of voice when speaking with victim at a first response call fundamentally dictates how a victim interacts with them and how much information the victim provides, which then subsequently directly affects the investigation as a whole. 
I have again asked the female if anything had happened, to which she disclosed that she had been pushed over and slapped by her husband. I have outlined to her that she could be protected from her husband if she provided the police with a statement, to which she agreed. Following this information being disclosed, I have immediately joined my colleague in the other room so that the female’s partner could be placed under arrest. 

When speaking with people who may potentially be vulnerable, it is written by Cooper (2017) that there are keyways into assessing the person’s vulnerability – whether this is done in a policing incident or any professional working environment. Cooper writes that a one of these ways is to practise empathy, whereby when interacting with someone who you believe may be potentially vulnerable is if you to comprehend and be attentive to the persons experiences and sentiments. While your experiences may not be the same as the person you to speaking to, it is likely most that you have been in a vulnerable position before. Remembering that experience will allow you to approach the person with more empathy. In the example I have referenced, by adopting a more attentive and sympathetic approach and keeping the volume of my voice to a minimum, I was able to show the female that I was on her side and that I wanted to help her – which has subsequently allowed her to feel safer in my presence and provide the police with a full statement. 

Cooper writes further that if a police officer believes someone to be vulnerable or in a state of distress, it is essential that the officer simplifies what they are saying and sets out a clear course of the actions that the police will take so that the victim can fully understand and comprehend what is happening. For example, in the incident where the female has disclosed that she has been domestically assaulted by her husband, I have relayed to her each step that the police would take following the disclosure of assault. I have explained that the male would be arrested, he would be interviewed, and bail conditions would be placed on him following his release from custody. I have further explained that in the female’s statement, she could state that she was in favour of any orders being place on her partner if she did not want to be contacted by him if the incident went to court. By explaining this to the female in a simplified manner, it would have been much more likely that the female was able to comprehend exactly what I was saying and comprehend the judicial process following her partner’s arrest. 

The female I had spoken to was high risk repeat victim of domestic abuse to her partner. The Home Office definition of repeat victimisation is victimisation that occurs when the same person or place suffers from more than one incident over a specified period of time. Bridgeman and Hobbs (1997) writes that repeat victimisation can be defined with three separate terms. The first way to define is Predictable - a person or place that has been victimised is more likely to be victimised again than one that has not. Furthermore, the probability of revictimization grows with the number of times a person or location has been victimised. The second is rapid - second and subsequent crimes occur quite quickly after the "first," and this elevated risk period fades quickly over time. Crime prevention measures must be implemented rapidly in order to be effective. 'Special measures,' such as mobile alarms, can be installed temporarily and then reassigned as the risk decreases. The third is greatest in high crime locations - certain areas have high crime rates not because more individuals are victimised, but because more of the same people are victimised. By focusing on repeat victims, high crime regions are targeted. 

Shorrock and McManus (2020) write of the ways that repeat victimisation can be tackled by the police, and the different approaches that can be taken for this to be achieved. One approach is working with other agencies, a common practise within the police that is undertaken each day. Shorrock and McManus (2020) write that to be effective, the police need to frequently work with other agencies so that these authorities can frequently provide additional information regarding the degree of crime to help paint a more complete picture of the problem. Building and maintaining strategic and operational relationships is commonly acknowledged to be challenging and time-consuming.

A further method of tackling repeat victimisation is establishing and meeting the victim’s needs. Beginning by establishing what victims need and want after a crime is beneficial since it guarantees that the full range of requirements is addressed. To obtain a more complete picture, it is beneficial to draw on the knowledge of a variety of agencies. The implications for this process are that victims are more likely to be victims again; any intervention must be implemented swiftly; heavily victimised people or places require special attention since they are more likely to be revictimized (Shorrock and McManus (2020).

Bridgeman and Hobbs (1997) write further that one of the most effective ways of combating repeat victimisation is by developing a key policing response. This can be done by demonstrating a high level of commitment, by developing a planned and managed response to victims by considering the resources available and victims needs and by ensuring the plan can work in practise. 
From the incident of domestic violence that I have detailed throughout this essay, by identifying that she was a vulnerable female who needed immediate help and protection, I was able to immediately assist her by arresting her partner and taking him away from the property. Following this, by identifying her immediate needs as a high risk repeat victim of domestic violence, I have been able to refer her to the correct agencies such as Live Fear Free for further support. The subsequent actions following myself and my colleague’s first response actions were that the male was bailed, and subsequently charged and convicted of domestic violence common assault. The actions of first responders when attending calls of domestic abuse and incidents of repeat victims alike are paramount into tackling victims for repeat crimes, and if positive action is taken correctly and promptly, can result in criminals being convicted and victims being protected. 

Word count: 1941



 
 


Task 2




Choose 1 of these 5 options to answer 

(Note for officers who have an interest in becoming a detective and wish to specialise in this role, you MUST choose option 5)


1. Response Policing.
2. Policing Communities.
3. Road Policing.
4. Information and Intelligence.
5. Conducting Investigations. 




Task 2 Option 1: 

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum:


Response Policing

A core part of the policing mission is to prevent crime and disorder. Domestic abuse causes both serious harm and constitutes a considerable proportion of overall crime

You should choose a domestic abuse incident that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role in providing a response.



	 

 Critically assess the challenges associated with a domestic abuse incident that you have attended, and the strategies developed for effective policing in such challenging situations. 



2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




ANSWER:












Task 2 Option 2: 


Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Policing Communities

Criminal justice faces ever more challenges from society. While official figures show a drop in police recorded crime in the UK the distribution of crime shows a more complex pattern with violent crime showing a rise. 

Regarding community policing chose an incident that you have attended that presented a complex issue for the community, and that you played a significant role in providing a response.


	
 Critically evaluate a range of interventions that you have employed to promote community engagement that assisted in resolving the issue. 

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




Answer: 
















Task 2 Option 3

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Road Policing

The police are the lead agency for collision investigation and have the primary duty to investigate and establish the circumstances that have led to road deaths and life changing injuries.

Describe a serious collision that you attended and in which you took a significant role (e.g., initial reporting officer, scene manager, lead investigator).

	
Critically evaluate the evidence base that you dealt with and strategies that could be implemented to reduce the likelihood of it reoccurring. 



2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




Answer: 

Within the College of Police, it is stated that the police are the lead agency for dealing with collision investigation and have primary responsibility and duty for investigating and establishing circumstances that have led to a road traffic collision, which often subsequently transpire to be investigations into deaths and life changing injuries. In the following essay, I will be discussing an incident of a road traffic collision that I attended as a response police officer and reflecting on the actions that were taken by myself. 
The incident that I attended involved three vehicles in total on a main road during rush hour traffic. One of these vehicles had made off from the scene. At the time of the incident, I was single crewed and relatively inexperienced overall as a police officer. All road police units at the time of the incident were also committed at other calls, subsequently meaning I was the only first responder within a close distance to the incident. I had also been advised by the control room that the fire service was on the way. 

Upon arrival, I could immediately see that no other emergency service had arrived and that I was the only first responder there. I could also see there was one vehicle that had flipped onto its side and had sustained significant damage. There was also anther further vehicle that appeared to have gone forward into a lamp post, causing damage to the front of the vehicle. 

I have parked my police vehicle within the middle of the road to stop any further traffic from filtering through the scene of the collision, and I have asked the control room for more units to assist with controlling the scene and gathering information. 

At this moment, my overriding sense of emotion and feeling was sense of duty to make all persons involved were safe and injury free. Due to my relative inexperience as a front line, I could not help but feel slightly out of my depth, and somewhat incapable of managing a road traffic collision as a first responder. However, the overall sense of duty took over this motion, and I believed I was fully able to embrace the challenge that was in front of me. 

I could also immediately see that there was an elderly female behind the driver’s seat of the car that had flipped on its side, with members of the public making attempts to help her. I was unaware of her injuries, or if her airways were blocked. I therefore made this my immediate priority. 
It is stated in the Roads Policing and Roads Safety position paper (2004) that the fundamental policing principle is the preservation of life, especially when attending incidents of road traffic collisions. The statement "to protect, help, and reassure the community" appears in the Association of Chief Police Officers' (ACPO) Statement of Common Purpose and Values, which was adopted nationally in 1990. This is the major reason for police engagement in road safety and why the Police Service is in charge of day-to-day road regulation.

Upon parking my police vehicle and running up the vehicle that had been flipped onto its side, I have introduced myself to the female briskly and asked her she was injured in anyway, and if she could breathe properly. The female has stated that she was not injured, but she was just in shock. Due to the position of the car, I have not made attempts to remove the female from the car as I was unsure if any of her limbs were trapped inside the car. I was also not appropriately trained to conduct attempting to move the female from the vehicle, and I knew that the fire service was only a few minutes away from the incident, so I have stayed with the female to comfort her and let her know that she will be out of the vehicle soon. I have looked over to the other vehicle involved in the collision, and I could see that the car was empty. A male has then walked over to me from the direction of that vehicle and stated that he was the driver. The male stated that the incident was caused by another car driving dangerously through busy traffic, causing cars to swerve out of the way and subsequently losing control and causing an accident. At this time, I was mentally processing all of this information and remembering it all, so that I could subsequently begin to investigate the matter once further emergency units arrived. I could see there were multiple members of the public who were watching the incident; therefore I knew there were several potential witnesses. 

Upon other police units arriving and the fire service arriving, I have stepped out the way of the fire service for them conduct the task of helping the female out of the flipped vehicle. This has in turn allowed me to speak to witnesses in the area, and conduct golden hour enquires of the incident. I have taken the driver the second vehicle to one side and asked him what happened. The male driver stated that his vehicle has dash cam footage of the incident. Upon looking at the footage, the third car involved in the incident has driven at excessive speed through traffic, overtaking over vehicles and causing the two vehicles at scene to collide and cause a road traffic collision. From listening to the audio of the dash camera footage, it appeared that the vehicle that was driving dangerously had been modified for the engine to be made more powerful – as it was much louder and more aggressive than the average vehicle that might be found on the roads. At the time, I was suspicious of the fact that the engine may have been modified and adapted whereby a defect could have affected the behaviour of the vehicle and indeed the driver. Furthermore, the noise of the engine did not coincide with the make of the vehicle, which was small hatchback.   I have passed the registration number of the vehicle over to the control room for them to circulate the details about the vehicle and for the vehicle to be picked up on automatic number place recognition cameras. 

It is written by Giovanni et al (2021) that the importance of dash cams cannot be understated when investigating road traffic collisions. It is written further that they are vital pieces of evidence when investigating instances of road traffic collisions. Giovanni et al (2011) detail the incident whereby someone had sustained fatal injuries after a lorry had hit that person. The study of video from a Dash Cam recovered inside the vehicle during the death scene investigation was critical in reconstructing the method of death. Indeed, the death, which was initially thought to be accidental, was eventually ruled a suicide based on a video clip that revealed an intentional and abrupt rush of the victim to the middle of the traffic. The entire incident detailed was negated purely by the presence of a recording dash camera. 

Upon obtaining this information, I was able to speak with more witnesses on the roadside. After speaking with them, it was clear that each account clearly corroborated with the footage seen on the dash cam. The female, who had now been cut out of the overturned vehicle by the fire service, and also been taken to hospital for her to be medically assessed. The driver of the vehicle who had been driving dangerously was subsequently arrested for dangerous driving, after his vehicle had been detected on an automatic number plate recognition camera a short distance away from where the incident had happened. 

When operational police are managing how to police the roads, there are multiple measures that can be practised in order for road traffic collisions to be prevented. Cooper and Orme (2009) write that one of these practises is ensuring that all road users and motorists are educated and ensuring that efforts to be made by the police to change social attitudes amongst the general public. Road policing plays a vital role in educating road users and changing social attitudes and that when education is combined with enforcement activities, changes are made; for example, the drink-drive campaigns of the previous 20 years have now made drinking and driving socially unacceptable.
Cooper and Orme continue to write that the police forces across the United Kingdom collaborates with other authorities to carry out education projects. When a new legislation is to be implemented, the police will usually raise awareness beforehand, then warn violators for a brief period of time before beginning to issue fines or citations. The police are frequently involved directly in training projects. BikeSafe and the National Driver Improvement Schemes are two such examples. The police frequently participate in public education programmes and may be asked to work with schools. The majority of police forces in the United Kingdom participate in driver education and rehabilitation programmes. It is critical that the police's safety actions are coordinated with, and mutually supportive of, the work of others (Cooper and Orme, 2009)

Cooper and Orme go on to talk about the significance of traffic safety cameras and automatic number plate recognition cameras. They write that it is critical that the police's safety actions are coordinated with, and mutually supportive of, the work of others. Cameras are a highly effective technique of policing speed limits in accident-prone areas. Since the initial deployment of speed and red-light cameras in the early 1990s, research has demonstrated that they are a successful method of reducing speed and casualties. According to a Home Office assessment completed in 1996, the full benefits of cameras were not being realised due to cost constraints. As a result, a cost recovery mechanism for safety cameras was established in eight test zones in the United Kingdom in April 2000. This permits safety camera partnerships between police departments, local governments, and other public organisations to be paid for the capital and revenue costs of safety camera operations via fines collected from offenders. The strategy is meant to be cost neutral for both parties.

The importance cameras when investigating and preventing road traffic collisions can be observed within the incident that I have discussed, the use of the automatic number place recognition was crucial into the overall investigation. With a nearby ANPR camera a short distance away from where the road traffic collision had happened, the direction of travel of the vehicle was able to be observed before the driver’s overall interception was completed, subsequently allowing a criminal investigation to commence. 

To conclude, I believe that the immediate actions taken by myself when first responding to the road traffic collision were key into identifying what had caused the collision. I had spoken to all persons involved, and all witnesses who were present when they had witnessed the dangerous driving take place. By observing the dash camera footage of one of the vehicles involved, I was quickly and sufficiently able to pass the details of the car that had made off from scene over to the control room so observations could be put out for the vehicle and for all cameras in the area to be passed. By police response officers quickly responding to incidents of road traffic collisions, and for police officers in the UK to follow some of the measures I have discussed, a collective effort overall can be made for road traffic collisions to be minimised throughout the UK. Following this, death and serious injury can be prevented. 


Word Count: 1919























Task 2 Option 4


Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Information and Intelligence

You should choose an investigation that you have been involved in that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role.



	 
Critically analyse an investigation, that you have led, commenting on the effectiveness of the National Intelligence Model and the importance of the role played by cross border cooperation in relation to your information and intelligence. 
Reference how effective information and intelligence was used within your operation, and how you used specialist intelligence roles to support your complex investigation.

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)






Answer: 


























Task 2 Option 5

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Conducting Investigations

You should choose an investigation that you have been involved in that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role.


	
Critically evaluate the processes employed in a complex investigation you have been involved in, and the fast-track actions that you have utilised.


Evaluate the support you have provided to victims, witnesses, and offenders (where appropriate) during a complex investigation and reference the management of your own personal values and attitudes in relation to this.

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





Answer: 
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