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Research Lesson (RL1) Data: 

 

A) Observational Guide (‘AA’) :  
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B) Observer’s supporting narrative notes (‘AB’):  

 

The teacher then asks the students how they feel that classroom noise level impacts their learning. 

The students and teacher then agree that a volume level in terms of the teacher saying “turn the 

volume down to a level 3” might help you manage classroom volume.  

General comments on the impact of differentiation on the focus group students:  

• The teacher circulated the room and spoke to the students individually whilst conducting 

Assessment for Learning (AfL) and checking the pupils’ work (during both the poster and 

letter writing activity.) 

• During the poster activity, the teacher displayed a success-criteria for the pupils reminding 

them of the information required within their posters. The students have confirmed that 

the success criteria was beneficial to each of them in question 7.  

• After the video clip activity, the teacher conducted a classroom discussion on the video’s 

content in order to check for general understanding and remove potential misconceptions 

for those who potentially had greater difficulty in grasping the given information. For 

instance the teacher reclarified  

• The teacher asked the class if they had “any questions” surrounding the letter writing 

activity for the purpose of clarification. 

• The teacher restated the purpose of the letter writing task throughout the lesson, placing 

emphasis on the content and structure required within the letter in front of the whole 

class. This reaffirmed the purpose of the task for those who were already aware and 

clarified it for those who were not. Thus, the teacher further conducted differentiation at 

this point. 

• During the poster activity, the teacher selected the posters of two pupils and displayed 

them to the class. The teacher also pointed out the features that both students had 

successfully included in their posters. The posters displayed had been taken from Student 

1 and 2 .  

 

Observer’s interpretation of pupil performance in terms of written work produced:  

In terms of the pupil’s work, the pupil at the back left (from the observer’s perspective) had 

produced a high-quality poster and had utilised the success criteria successfully.  The two 

pupils in the back row to the right had done the same. The pupil at the front appeared to have 

produced a poster containing slightly less information. However, the pupil may have added 

more as the lesson continued.  
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C)  RL 1 Focus-group responses (‘AC’):  
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D) Observer’s typed version of focus-group 1 responses (‘AD’): 

 

1. What part of the lesson did you find most challenging and why? 

S1 “Not sure.” 

S2 “The beginning.” 

S3 Student three finds “nothing” challenging and expressing that they felt the tasks was relatively 

“easy” throughout.  

S4 The student’s reply cannot not be heard. 

 

2. What tasks do you feel you participated well in and why? 

 

S1 “The poster.”  The student explains that they are a “confident” drawer.  

S2 “The poster.” The student explains that having facts surrounding the topic noted in their books 

helped them to incorporate information into their poster more easily.   

S3 “The poster because we were using our own ideas.” 

S4 The student agrees with the above point made by Student 3. 

 

3. Which questions do you feel you answered best and why? 

S1 The student says that they are “not sure” about a specific question that they answered best.  

S2 The student replies that they responded best to questions that involved “working as a team.” 

S3 Student 3 agrees with the above comment made by Student 2. 

S4 The student’s reply cannot not be heard. 

 

4. How did you tackle _____________? Please explain your answer.  

S1 The student explains that they were “unsure” of the purpose of the task properly “at first”. 

S2 The student explains that they used the scaffolded paragraph to assist them with the letter 

writing task and then “changed the wording” in order to make the work their own.  

S3 The student’s reply cannot not be heard. 

S4 Initially the student explains that she was unsure of the task but with further clarification from 

the teacher was able to “think of” her “own ideas.” 

5. If you could change any part of the lesson, what would you change and why?  

Rephrased question: What activity would you want to remove? 
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S1 Student one requests that “more drawing activities” are added. He also suggests that before 

creating a poster of a sinking Titanic that the class draw the ship “setting sail.” 

S2 The student requests “less reading time” at the beginning of the lesson. 

S3 The student suggests that the first task within each lesson should contain questions about “things 

we already know.” 

S4 The student requests “more group work” and “going to the library more” for more independent 

reading opportunities.  

 

6. Do you think the tasks were a suitable level of challenge? Can you explain the reasons for 

your answer? 

S1 “Sometimes.” The student further explains that they found the letter writing task more 

challenging and felt uncertain on how to form his written response.  

S2 “The letter” was challenging.  

S3 The tasks were “all okay.” 

S4 The activities were “all okay.”  However, the student explains that the poster activity was “the 

easiest.” They then add that during the written activity model paragraph also “helped” them to write 

their letter.  

 

7. Do you think the success criteria motivated your effort during the task? 

S1 “Yes.” 

S2 “Yes, it showed us what we needed to add more of.” 

S3 “Yes.” The student also explains that the success criteria “reminded” them of the information hat 

they needed to add to their posters.  

S4 “Yes, it was helpful.” 

 

8. Using a scale of 1-4, with 4 being the hardest, how difficult did you find __________task and 

__________ question? 

S1 Poster activity 1. Letter activity 3. 

S2 Poster activity 1. Letter activity 2.  

S3 Poster activity 1. Letter activity 3. 

S4 Poster activity 1. Letter activity 4.  

 

9. Which task did you feel you participated well in and why? 

S1 “The poster because I like drawing.”  
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S2 “The poster.”  

S3 “The poster”  

S4 “The poster”  (Each student has explained their answer to this question previously, see question 

2.) 

 

10. How do you think the teacher could have made the lesson more enjoyable? 

S1 The student explains that they are “not sure” as they found the lesson “enjoyable.” 

S2 The student requests that the teacher “highlight the key information” in the model paragraph. 

S3 The student would like more “pair work” incorporated so that they were able to share ideas with 

“the person next to us.” 

S4 The student would like more scaffolded paragraphs with “gaps” so that they were able to fill their 

own answers in with the support of the scaffold.  

 

E) Lesson content extracted from power-point (‘AE’):   
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RL2 Data: 

 

 

F) Observational Guide (‘AF’):  
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G) Observer’s narrative field-notes (‘AG’): 
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H) Focus- group responses (‘AH’):  
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I) Animal Rights Extract (‘AI’)  
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Ethics & Consent: 

J) Approved Updated Ethics Form January 2020 (‘AJ’)  
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K) Letters of consent from RL1 (‘AK’).  
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L) Parental Consent Letters for parents (RL1) (‘AL’) :  

 

CONSENT FORM (PARENTS) 
PROJECT TITLE: The effects of differentiation on learner engagement and 

performance. 

 

Name of Researcher: Miss Trezise       

            

Please initial box 

 

1.I confirm that I have read and understand the information sheet for the above 

study. 

  

2. I understand that my child’s participation is voluntary and that I am free to 

withdraw my child from the study at any time, without giving any reason. 

 

3. I understand that my child can choose to withdraw at any time, without giving a 

reason. 

 
4.  I understand that the information given by my child will be used in a university 
assignment. 
 
5.  I understand that my child’s name will not appear at any time. 

 

6. I agree for my child to take part in the above study. 

 

 

 

Child’s name:                            Parent signature:  

Date: 
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When completed, please return to Miss Trezise by Thursday 30th 

January in your English Class (period 6).  

 

 

Thank you. 

 

 

 INFORMATION SHEET 
PROJECT TITLE: Differentiation 

 

 

Dear Parent / Guardian, 

 

My name is Miss Trezise and I am undertaking a post-graduate programme in 

Education at University of Wales Trinity Saint David.  I am currently a student- teacher 

at Fitzalan High School where I am teaching in your child’s English class.  

 

I would like to invite your child to participate in my research project. The title of the 
project is Differentiation, where I am aiming to explore the extent to which 

differentiation affects student engagement and performance.  Through your child’s 

participation, I hope to ascertain whether differentiation techniques have an impact 

on student learning and completion of tasks.  

 

As part of the research project, I will be conducting an observation of your child’s 
English lesson, along with my research partner. We will be assessing whether 

differentiation techniques (such as the availability of different levelled questions), 

supports student learning and work. After the observation, if you give your 

permission, your child may be included in a group interview with two of their 

classmates to discuss their opinion and experience of the lesson.  

 
All names will be kept strictly confidential and will only be known by myself and my 

research partner. Your child’s participation in this study is completely voluntary, so 

you or your child can withdraw from the study at any stage.  Your child will also be 

asked to give their assent before the beginning of the study. 
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After careful and precise analysis of the data obtained from the observed lesson and 

group interview, I would be happy to provide you with a copy of the findings at your 

request. The results of the research will be discussed in a University assignment that 

will contribute towards my programme of study.  The results of this study will be 

stored on a password encrypted USB memory stick, and all raw data will be destroyed 

once the assessment has been marked. Your child’s opinions and participation in the 

lesson will not be linked to their student records and levels of attainment.  
 
I thank you in advance for your time. If any questions do arise, please do not hesitate to 

contact me at your convenience.  

 

Thank You,  

Yours Faithfully,  

Miss Trezise 
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M)Reflective Template Utilising Rolfe’s (2001) Reflective Model (‘AM’):  

 

 


