[bookmark: _GoBack]What are myths and are they culturally determined? Make a focused argument with reference to two or three Greek and Roman myths.

Cultural determination is "the stance that common patterns of behaviour, attitudes, and values which persist for generation are the result of cultural factors rather than biological or other factors."[footnoteRef:1] Before being able to discuss whether or not myths are culturally determined or not, the knowledge first needed is the knowledge of each the Ancient Greek and Roman cultures. A general oversight of these ancient cultures is very much based around there being a strong and dominant man within the household, with a subdued and demure woman looking after the household and making sure that everything runs perfectly. This is definitely shown through myths of these cultures, especially in the epic poems of Homer, the Odyssey and the Iliad, the men are always the people going off and fighting the battles, for example Odysseus, and the women staying at home, looking after the household and making sure that everything was ready for when the man got home, for example Penelope. Another aspect to go into is the exposing of babies within Greek culture and again with it in myths, and how that can shape their future. The portrayal and treatment of disabled people is another aspect to consider within the argument of whether or not myths are culturally determined. [1:  http://www.oxfordreference.com/view/10.1093/oi/authority.20110803095652815 ] 


The first idea portrayed in my introduction is the idea of typical gender stereotypes, which can still be seen in some societies and cultures toady. A lot of ancient Greek and Roman culture is written by men, about men, for men. Women could not vote, wealthier women did not work outside of the household, and their main job was to look after the household and provide an heir for the property and go out and fight in the many wars that were fought by both cultures. The same is portrayed through the myths and stories and poems produced of this time. A prime example of this is the epic poem the Odyssey. Odysseus went off to fight the battle of Troy, and had an epic long journey back, where he fought monsters, slept with sea witches and minor goddesses, and did general hero things. While at home Penelope remained loyal to her husband despite all of the suitors in her house, and made sure that she kept her household running awaiting her husband’s return.[footnoteRef:2] An example of the hero this in the Roman culture is Hercules and his twelve tasks. The Romans are very well known for their Empire and their army, they were known for their warfare, and cunning and fighting instincts. Hercules is another good example of this, he was wise, and fought well, and like many of the other heroes portrayed through these cultures was incredibly strong and muscular. [2:  The Odyssey, Homer] 


Another example of culturally determined myths is the epic poem of the Iliad. At the start of this poem, two great powerful ‘heroes’ are essentially fighting over a woman while at war. This war is fought only by the men, while the women of Troy and Greece sit at home waiting to hear the outcome of their husbands and sons and fathers. However, women that have been captured are claimed by the men of the army, more specifically their leaders or heroes. Reading about the building of the empire of Alexander the Great, along the way he is able to take a woman that has been captured as his lover or even wife. This shows the cultural determination, what has occurred within the life of the Greeks and the Romans is also shown through the myths and stories that are still around today.

As mentioned in my introduction, another aspect of myths to look at is the treatment of the disabled or physically impaired. The cyclopes, one eyed giants, portrayed as bad and unnecessarily violent. The god Hephaestus, the club footed and only physically ugly god, also the most ridiculed of the gods, for how he looks. The way that the disabled and different looking characters are portrayed in these myths is more than likely to have be reflected in society, with many babies being exposed at birth if they were not what the parents wanted. A club footed child would not be able to go and work in the fields, or fight a battle, and therefore was gotten rid of.

Another way to look at the cultural determination is to view the artwork that has come of displaying the myths in physical form. Many of the popular characters of the written and told stories often have some form of artwork depicting their story. For example, a Roman mosaic of the myth about Apollo and Daphne and her transformation into a tree. More examples of this include statues. Many of the male heroes in these statues are portrayed in a very powerful way, with their muscles being clearly defined, most of the time with the men not wearing much, if any, clothing to really show off their physical form. On the other hand, the women are normally all covered up, unless the statue is a portrayal of Aphrodite, and acting demure and modest, even if their clothing does cling to them. This shows the clear differences of how men and women were portrayed within their cultures; and is shown even more so by the way that wealthier patrons would try to copy these statues to make themselves seen as these great characters. A great example of this is the Emperor Augustus and the statue of him dressed in armour and portrayed like Mars, the Roman god of war. His wife, chose to be depicted like Demeter, the goddess of the household, clothed in robes, that covered not just her body, but also her hair.

In conclusion, I personally think that myths are culturally determined, and they act as a gateway to learn more about these ancient cultures, for although these traits could be an exaggeration of the story teller’s imagination, they do still lead us to learn more about their ways and what their ideals were during their time of life. The men were the fighters, and the citizens who cared for the family and the state, while the women produced these fighters and looked after the household. This is the case with both the history and the myths.
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