Portfolio of study skills
Part 1-

In Iceland and countries similar, they believe that playing outdoors is very important to children during their childhoods. Some individuals have written about government documents that mention the importance of the outdoors for children.  In the curriculum guidelines it also states the importance of the outside environment as a place of learning and helping children adapt and get used to the natural world, while seeing the good that nature brings them and as a place where you can exercise and live healthy, this is what Norodahl and Johannesson portray in their books (2013). The emphasising on the benefits of the outdoors has always been something that Iceland has encouraged, for example, kids from the age of one year old to six years old are encouraged to play outside every day in school, then from ages six to sixteen, they get to play with their mates when it’s playtime. We don’t really know a lot about what teachers do outside in the yard to encourage learning but I’d imagine it probably depends on different teachers and different schools, but there are signs in Iceland that teachers are now using the outdoors more than they have done before and in the capital of Iceland, Reykjavik, 70% of schools will educate their pupils outdoors.

Adapted from: Noar Dahl, k. and Johanneesso,I.(2014) ‘Icelandic teachers’ views of using the outdoors’ Education 3-13: International Journal of Primary, Elementary and Early Years Education. Vol 44, No. 4, September 2014, 391-406.

Part 2a- 

This essay will be based on Forest Schools. A definition of Forest Schools has been made by the Forest school Network, it states that “it is an inspirational process that offers children, young people and adults regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence and self esteem through hands on learning experiences in a woodland environment”. (Murray and O’Brien 2006)People are now concerned that younger children in school aren’t having the outdoor experience that they once had as a child, this is due to parents being too afraid of letting their children outdoors in case of an accident. They know claim that children are able to do just as much as indoors as you are able to do outdoors, O’Brien and Murray both support this argument. Research now tells us that if a child does not spend much time outside then it is likely that they will do the same when they are older; these individuals will then miss out on physical and emotional benefits to the access of nature. Ward Thompson, Aspinall, Bell and others are other individuals who support this argument (2004). The Welsh government are encouraging teachers to work in an outdoor environment as they believe that it is different to working inside a classroom.

Reference list: Welsh Assembly Government. Outdoor Learning Handbook. (Cardiff 2009)WAG

Ward Thompson, C., Aspinall, P., Bell, S., Findlay, C., Wherrett, J. and Travlou P. (2004) ‘open space and social inclusion: Local Woodland use in central Scotland. Report to the Forestry Commission’ Edinburgh. E. O'Brien and R. Murray (2006) ‘A marvellous opportunity for children to learn: A participatory evaluation of Forest school in England and Wales’, Farnham: Forest Research.
Part 2b

· If you fail to acknowledge the source of your information in academic writing, you could be accused of plagiarism, it is extremely important that student try to avoid this. Avoiding plagiarism is extremely important because when you’re composing something on your own, you’re developing your writing skills and critical thinking. This is according to an article called ‘Quora: Why do we avoid plagiarism?’ (2019) 
· “You only have to have references when you can use a direct question”
I believe that the statement above is incorrect because whenever you use an idea from someone else’s work, for example a journal article, textbook or website, you should cite the original author to make it clear where that idea came from. This is regardless of whether you have paraphrased, summarised or directly quoted their work. This information has been taken from ‘Library.leeds.ac.uk’ (2019).

· “Wikipedia is a good place to search for information for your academic assignments” 
Wikipedia can be edited by anyone at any time. This is why I believe that it is not good as a source of information for an academic assignment. Wikipedia provides people with information which may not be exactly true, this website is easy to edit and you never actually know if it’s been edited or not. Very few Wikipedia editors and contributors use their real name or provide any information about who they are.  
Instructions for a referencing guide

1. Did you know some of this information before you started to look at this website/source? If so can you narrow it down into your own words? 

2. Did this information or idea come from your own thought process?

3. If the answer of either of them questions is ‘no’, then the information is not common knowledge to you. 

4. In these cases you need to cite and reference your sources. 
5. You should always try to remember if you are Para phrasing or using someone else’s quote then it shouldn’t be more than 2 or three lines. 

· Explain how you can begin to conduct research for an academic assignment. Identify 5 sources which would be acceptable for academic study.
Part3-

The article ‘But I don’t want to be a teacher’ is based on the impact of placement experience on student professional identity formation and its intersection with career identity within the university context of learning. The article focuses on undergraduate Education Studies students’ conceptualisation of their work-based placement experiences and perceptions of their professional identify formation. The author of the article is Catherine Simon, who studied at Bath Spa University. 
The main finding and the key argument being used by the author Catherine Simon is that in the 1980’sought the teacher training program is to address and put preserve lack of critical study of education contained within the new initial teacher training programs. Catherine Simon’s main aim and view is that the old teaching system is out of date; many more professional individuals are needed to support the main class teacher. The spectrum and complex needs of children be it for mild intelligence or extreme intelligence or other many educational needs are being over looked.
The writing style of the article is extremely academic and formal; I find that the writing is quite difficult to understand as it’s very expertly written and complex. 
There is clear problem stated in the article with the hypothesis that many more professionals are needed in the classroom to cover complex needs. My hypothesis is the claims made in the argument/article by Catherine Simon are quiet consistent. Her argument and evidence in the text relie’s on failings of the old 1980 style of teachings and curriculum identifying many flaws. Catherine Simon is quiet correct in stating other organisation and under graduates are needed to support many children/adults in their educational journeys throughout life.  

Catherine Simon uses a range of different sources in her article, some of which are findings including social sciences (c.f DfE, 2016; Paviakoua, 2016; BIS, 2015; Lester and Costley, 2010; Girladi and Lozza, 2009; Little, 2006; Leitch, 2006) and evidence from school based learning is seen as integral teacher education. (Busher et al., 2015; DfE, 2010; Buitnk 2009; c.f. ten Dam and Blom, 2006).
Catherine Simon view on the article is strong and more than less in my opinion correct. She uses a wide range of evidence within her article that backs up her opinion of which I agree and sympathies with.  I find that the article is an appropriate for an academic article. The conclusion that it takes more than a mainstream teacher to aid individuals through their learning journey and is totally justified. 
Reference list-  C.f DfE, (2016); Paviakoua, 2016; BIS, (2015); Lester and Costley, (2010); Girladi and Lozza, (2009); Little, (2006); Leitch,( 2006), Busher et al., (2015); DfE,( 2010); Buitnk (2009); c.f. ten Dam and Blom, (2006)

