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Introduction
This report will evaluate a theme of blade evidence excavated by the British Museum from the sites of Enkomi and Hala sultan tekke to determine whether this theme acts as evidence for the idea of evidence from tombs forming a narrative of cultural contact. These sites excavated by the British Museum will be used as a basis for this report's evidence and through theoretical frameworks, blade measurements and discursive arguments. To determine what the narrative might be and the possible nature of the relationship between these two cities from this funerary evidence to find the method of analysis.
Theoretical perspectives 
A key aspect of this report for the bast understanding of both what cultral contect is and the meaning for the use of objects to identify it is the explanation fo the technical themes behind the idea from the meaning of value and metalurgy to the idantifying fetures in materials that indicates these conections and the types of site that would produce them as seen below:
The transformative model of metallurgy
Thie theory comes from an old partially economic theory from 1974 aiming to look at the development of treading connections and capitalism in short and long-distance trade, but this idea of culture and metal change to acomidate became applicable to this subject. The analyses and tracking of these routs done though the trace the metal leaves behind leave an understanding of contentration of use and origen of not only material but also gives indications of level of coneation between states. Areas become interconnected and reliant on trade, and though culture conflict and change, 'a large scale interregional exchange system. The emotions of communities alongside writing in taxation this accumulation of surplus specialist crop production for elite consumption to the periphery itself providing raw materials to the core overall becoming 'a large scale intorelgional exchange system (stein, 1998). This action creats a social and cultural control over state and though this the movement and regulstion of material trade and use of metal production becomes closer and more important to the center of the state. Leading to the outer edges of the lands becoming areas of minimal wealth to be transported inland as stated ‘the periphery’ is and acting as the border between states such area of weakness and instability forcing core and seven peripheries to transport goods leading to port and trade center development. This idea of trade leading to culture change and interconection fetures heavly in this report (stein, 1998).
concepts of value
The value of objects is a difficult aspect to determine for objects, and possibly one of the most important as it determines an object's meaning and connection to the society as well as lits level of survivability and as such to determine to wither these blades identified hold any meaning the 'concept of value' (Appadurai, 1986) must be discussed. The basis of value originated in factors controlled by the ease of getting a product, the object's meaning, and the movement that allows it to be exchanged. Value is the relationship between material goods, social relations, and cultural meaning (Appadurai, 1986). A cultural construct rather than an inherent value of the material itself externally imposed upon the object often reflects the social group's needs, aspirations, and motivations attempting to gain this material and interact with it. Examples of rare or valuable materials like copper and bronze formed and produced in Cyprus, famed for their need in the rest of the Mediterranean and the quality of its products a great example of exotic objects are ascribed value and play an active symbolic role in the creation of statues giving objects agency. It identifies the level of the cultural and material value of the tombs and the blades themselves; it can indicate the level of meaning for both societies and then determine the level of connection.
Many open, wide-ranging interregional trade routes revolve around the Aegean, Anatolia, Egypt, Near East, Mesopotamia, Arabian Gulf, Afghanistan and Indus Valley, forming a culturaly complex system and creating an overlapping system of core and periphery forming continuous exchange and cultural evolution between them (Bailey & Mills, 1998). This is as most peripheries of the named countries peripheries touch or have some form of connection. The connection between them is connected by exchanging language and tokens to represent trade to ease the transition between trade goods, as is seen possibly through the interchange and interconnection of knives.
Hybridisation and entanglements
“Hybridity is the sign of the productivity of colonial power, its shifting forces and fixities; it is the name for the strategic reversal of the process of domination. Hybridity is the revaluation of the assumption of colonial identity through identity. It displays the necessary deformation and displacement of all domination sites” (Bhabha, 2007). This definition expands into our understanding, suggesting that colonisation is reflected in the material culture, eventuating the agency and the nationalism of the individual objects. Colonisation and exchange of the majority of culture are seen though shearing cultural values through trade, finding a degree of control and determining a level of interconnect and advantage to create connections between social groups (Bhabha, 2007). 
An example of this would be the elite using conspicuous consumption and size to demonstrate and keep power, social practices and ideologies to manipulate the exotic and, through those interactions, the creation of new ideology seen in a large amount of shaft graveswith implements made of gold and silver for no other than just demonstrating significant engagement with gold changed the way elite and most cultures view themselves and their consumption and use of materials (Knapp 2008). The theory of entanglement and hybridisation is key to this study, as simply if there is no interchange and interlink between cultures, there is no need to form a narrative for something that does not carry over to physical culture. Knapp states, “the concept of hybridity as a social, material, or cultural mixture and has the potential to refine the understanding of any contact situation involving colonisation, migration, or acculturation” (Knapp 2008). As with no culture hybritditity and social domination of culture, there would be no cultural or economic reason for their shift in shaping the knives.
trade and city types
this theory coined by Polanyi (1963) is a phenomenon beaced on the understanding of trade and action in different areas, with a central manipulation and regulation of commercial exchange for trade within ports, converting ports into a specialised location for exchange. Polanyi states ’a universal institution of overseas trade’ (Polanyi, 1963) forming gateway community for the imported communities and people interposing the traded culture on the site. He explors this further by definding these cultral melting pots into Port types:
A. An A type site is controlled by hinterland power in the territory of the control of the port forming a state-sponsored area and merchant regulation and can be seen easily in the material record as it is the most common (Polanyi, 1963).
B. On the other hand a B type site, is an interdependent instruction with no regulation on the trade creating a more open trading system with a more significant amount of foreign influence. It also works for the idea of a pop-up market, controlled but non but the people and the merchants forming a free concept of the trade like a black market (Polanyi, 1963).
C. A C type is formed thougth the movement of that state from a hinterland to from an enclave in another area to exploite the local area and their resources; however, this example acts as and satellite state and thus is regulated. Find and control through the trading community forming a very efficient transmission goods explicit allowance of intermarriage and movent outside of the state and absorption of foreign cultural elements (Polanyi, 1963).
This is very important as though this evaluation of these two citys and there possible structures it can be easyer to understand the level of conection between citys, such as Enkomi would be considered an A type port as a metal productuion and develoment site that was direcly over viewed by the state (Knapp, 2008). As such it can be asummed that the majority of the conection and trades made were in line with the majority of the rest of Cyprus’s trade and economic ceonections seen in the litiary cuniform texts found in arount the iland.
Background information
Enkomi
The city of Enkomi located in the easten coast of cyprus and considered one of the most important late Bronze age setalments standing apart form the rest of the citys due to its direct conection to the sea and the heavy level of tombs loected arount the city and under the buildings (Knapp & Russell & & Dommelen, 2022). The ciy itself can be seen in Figure 1 and desplayes  the tombs and it must be notes that the majority of the knives seen in figure 3 and 6 come from area 23 and figure 3 is from area 8. Howevert it must be noted that acording to many academics such as Peltenburg (1998) argues that ‘The Enkomi metalworking dispersion, the emergence of houses where previously the Fortress stood, and the contemporaneous proliferation of newly established prestigious town houses suggests that the LC IIIA represents the culmination of a long-term trend towards the dissolution of central control of metals’ (Pickles & Peltenburg, 1998).
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Figure 1 a map of Hala sultan Tekke with the positions of the city Quarters 1-4 and the cemetery in area A. by Teresa Burge and Burwafaq A-Bataineh (Bürge, 2021)
Hala sultan tekke
The city of Hala Sultan Tekke is a relatively new city furnished in the late Bronze age from 1650 to 1150 B.C. and situated on the southeastern coast of Cyprus near the Larnaca salt lake seen in figure 2. This city acted as a basis for trade and wealth for the surrounding areas of the city, and a wealthy city in its own right and linked closely to its Ras Shamra, with its alphabet and language, separated into sections a cosmopolitan community with sections like the ‘lower town’ (Åström, 1976–2007). a harbour town, warehouses containing many of containing Canaanite jars and Minoan stirrup jars all found there by Minet el Beidha, most notably the port town Ma’hadu (Åström, 1976–2007).
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Figure 2 a map of the Mediterranean displaying the sites of enkomi and Hala sultan Tekke (Fischer, Peter M., and Teresa Bürge. 2017)
These tombs full of worldly goods are typical examples of the value placed on trade material and presenting this port as a significant trade centre (Åström, 1976–2007). This exotica collection indicated this society based on trade rather than material production and processing, like Enkomi and became more closely structured as a B type port. There seems to be much foreign influence and acts as a more independently-run city-state (Polanyi, 1963).
Presentation of data
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Table 1 a chart depicting the lengths and widths from a number of blades in the British Museum from Hala sultan Tekke
Table 1, seen above, presents these Hala Sultan tekke blades having a clear as recorded by the British Museum. It can be noted there is a clear theme unless they have broken in which it has been estimated they would all be around the same size. However, this does determine that this society, whilst new and partially in its infancy, is clear to see that it does have a style of blade form that represents its usage and development for the site.
[image: Chart, line chart

Description automatically generated]
Table 2 a chart depicting the lengths, widths, and thicknesses from a number of blades in the British Museum from Enkomi
However, table 2, presents an analysis of the different dimensions of the blade from the tombs of Enkomi. The evidence presented in chart one demonstrates a clear theme for the blade dimensions with a length from 20 - 15 cm, a width of 2-3 cm, and a thickness of 1 - 0.3 cm. these continuous and regular dimensions form a stable shape that does not come from artisan work but a regulated system of form. This evident stability in a blade form, and whilst some of them are not cast but hammered, indicates that this is not just mass production but an active process.
The shaping of the blade itself, as seen with figure 3 and 6, presents a long blade double-edged with a taper in the middle almost perfectly straight, only slightly moving outwards at the end until flattening out and forming a natural guard through the shape of the blade was there does not appear to be attacking the small section could be used to affix to a material for a handle. This form can also be seen in both examples from Enkomi and in figure 5 from Hala sultan tekke this similarity in shape indicates an active process to conform to a standard of some type. inicating a stable trade between these citys leading to a form that is agreeable to both cultures (Belgiorno, 2004). [image: ]
Figure 3 an image of a bronze dagger from enkomi from the early Cypriot III (Crewe, 2009)
It can be noted that the tombs these knives were excavated from play a role in the interpretations of the data as seen at Tomb 66 seen in area 23 of figure 1 at Enkomi. Tomb 66 is the only tomb of either tholos or built type found intact and remains one of the wealthiest known from the site. The grave goods provide a date range for the Late Cypriot (1650–1050 B.C.E) for a large arrange of materials but most notably for this report knives (Crewe 2009). Crewe surmises the most intriguing features are five bronze nails and a copper lamp found in situ driven into the gaps between the stone blocks on the walls of the tomb’s interior and the number of bronze knives seen in one tomb (Crewe, 2009).
Interpresation of data 
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Table 3 depicts the lengths, widths, and thicknesses from a number of blades in the British Museum from Enkomi
These tables present that whilst all of these artefacts are all the same material of bronze, some do not conform to a similar age made later, and earlier some were coming in at 1454 for tekke where others are moving into the 1050 BC. Suggesting a precise length of time that these blades were in practice and showing very little physical change between the East dates showing a massive length of time that these two cultures interacted or traded in metals and weapon production (Keswani, 2005).
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Table 4 depicts the lengths and widths from a number of blades in the British Museum from Hala sultan Tekke
Descussion
From this evidence, it can be reasoned that there could be a clear connection between these two sites, as though the use of bronze blade analysis from the mid to late Bronze age in Cyprus it can be determined that there is a physical connection due to the similarity between these two blade cultures.
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Figure 4 an image of a curved and single bladed and found in Greece from the late Helladic III and originated from Cyprus (Crewe, 2009)
However, while this proves a form of connection through evidence, it does not prove the level of connection to produce a narrative. Examples from Cyprus and Enkomi demonstrate dynamic adaption to other cultures through trade (Muhly, 2003). Such as the previously mentioned Mycenean pottery. Nevertheless, most notably is the blade seen in figure 4, an example of a knife found in Greece from Hellenistic I (Cyprus II) but formed and hammered in Cyprus. However, this artefact presents an active Hybreadisation of Enkomi metalwork and Mycenaean cultural preferences, most likely for gift exchange. However, it could indicate that rather the active standardisation of a blade form but as stated by ‘maritime connectivity is an inherently social activity and that multiple interlocking and overlapping networks connected a culturally diverse prehistoric Mediterranean’ (Knapp & Russell & Van Dommelen, 2022). The theory of entanglement furthers this by Knapp (2008) and Bhabha (2007), indicating a favoured form of the knife for Cyprus that survived but many lost  (Pickles & Peltenburg, 1998). overall a close trade connection between the two with metallurgical trade and development of Cyprus as a whole indicates this is a trade for the value of the knives from a metalogical centre rather than a cultural connection (Knapp & Bernard, 2008).
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Figure 5 an image of a bronze knife from Hala sultan Tekke but originated in Cyprus (Kiely, 2011)
The appearance of imported artefacts signified an extended network of relationships and was noted during a funeral. Many objects interact with the environment, specifically light, in which reflection and refraction could produce a multifaceted funeral involving cultural entanglement and social. This would raise the meaning of the knives due to their placement in the tomb and create a culture and meaning around their use and value (Keswani, 2005). The mortuary connections, perhaps perpetuating solidifying social, trade and political networks the deceased had been involved with in life, as evidenced through the appearance of rich material goods (Crewe, 2007).
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Figure 6 an image of a duel blade bronze dagger with no handle from enkomi (Cyprus)
It cannot be determined entirely by whether or not this standardisation of knife shape seen in Figures 5 and 6 was an active act of trade or inadvertent. However, it must be noted that these blades are the staple type of the site and were culturally significant enough for tombs (Bürge, 2021). These actions of a collection of both culture, politics, and economic developments between these two cultures forming not only a narrative but possibly present a C-type port level of connection between these two sites. Overall, with one focused on trade, the other developments becoming regulated and controlled through the workshops in Enkomi acting as a more type-A port: due to the metal regulation at the mid to late bronze age forming a standard that if Hala Sultan Tekke wants to profit from they must also follow this regulated shaping.
Conclusion
Overall, this report determined that there could be an active standardisation of the blade shape. However, the connection level depends on many factors that are still unknown, so there is a connection discovered through tomb evidence. So, there is not enough evidence to suggest this; however, both sites identified a precise level of interaction and trade. As such, the best way to use artefacts to form a narrative is to use theories as a basis and analysis of topics and similarities as a framework to determine the cultural and documental effect of this evidence to form an approximation of the narrative.
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