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“Poverty is the worst form of violence.” - Mahatma Gandhi, Indian political and spiritual leader 
 
The post-war initiative had a very significant and major importance on the post war population and poverty, because of this everything had to be taking as a precaution in consideration to what was happening. In this essay I will be taking a look into how poverty affected the world, I will be giving an explanation of the second world war before I move into the policy itself and the policy that was implemented as well. Moreover I will also be taking a look into the historical elements that also played a major part, this will start with a short explanation of the Second World War and its current position today? The final element of the essay it will be consider the implementation of the social policy which is the ‘the child poverty act 2010, before moving into my final summary of Wales child poverty and the effectiveness of this. 
 
The World War II (1939-1945) involved many countries, causing a lot of conflicts and revolutions plus a lot of poverty around the world. The world war two was between, Adolf Hitler (1939) with the National Socialist German Workers ‘Party or Nazi Party (1921) leadership position wanted to occupy and destroy Poland, however in order for that to happen some negotiations were made in secret, within those agreements and disagreements war was declared from France and Great Britain against Germany the US did not partake in this as this was around the time that the pearl harbour bombings happened. Much of the British army were brought down and the condition of the British were very bad,  this was the effect when the German army (Nazi) that captured them thus making them their prisoners, within that time many of them did not resist and died because of the poor conditions, abuse and several days without eating. The German air force attacked several British cities during the night an example of this was (British Council) It killed many people and thus made making the country suffer in terms of the financial side. Britain started to recover but within that time there was still a lot of poverty and the living conditions that some people had to endure was much worse, a major fact was that due to the financial instability as mentioned before there was a lot of poverty going around the country, the most effected was specially the lower social class, adding to this the amount of jobs available was so restricted making the amount of jobs available for the lower impossible to get. One of the benefits of the war was that the British women (1941) took roles including, engineers, mechanics, bus and fire engine driver, air raid wardens and other voluntaries projects to become auxiliaries and support those who needed could not get the help they needed. As ‘Kate Adie’ mentioned on her broadcast ‘From housewives and mothers to factory workers and farm hands, women across the country were central to the war effort.’ 
However as well as benefits there were also a lot of poverty that came out when the second world war had started, as mentioned by John Knox in Poverty during WW2, during the war ‘people were left hungry. Homeless and people lost families during this tough time’. As he mentioned poverty was already hitting Germany before the war that many people had to actually burn money just to be able to heat themselves in the comfort of their own homes. 
 
After the Second World War had ended, the beginning of the post-war consensus in Britain (1945-51) started which was between the Conservative and the Labour party (1985). By taking a look at the social and economic areas such as, the welfare state in regards to how  the system work no in terms of money, this relates to the money system, national health service and the employment frame work. At the same time some agreements and legislations came to support and protect individuals at which in that time were some of the most essential, the legislation and the agreements were The Education Act (1944) which provides free access to education for children, The Family Allowance Insurance Act (1945) supports families with children, The National Insurance Act (1946) provides money for individuals that may have suffer from an illness or an injury and lastly, The National Health Service Act (1946) which it is from the taxes giving free access to health for individuals at any time they may need. All those legislations came in order to help people that needed help.  
 
The legislations and agreement that were mentioned before came because the country was very unstable due to the effect of poverty, illness, lack of education, poor education, poor housing support, the increase of unemployment and caused many deaths.  
The child Poverty act (2010) stated that the purpose is “to set a target relating to the eradication of child Poverty, and to make provisions about chills poverty by 2020/21" this was introduced by the Labour government. (GOV, Child poverty Act 2010). Furthermore, of this act is also to meet the targets that are measure by the UK government from annual reports and strategies that are made every three years.
In order for these targets to be measured it, as statistics showed they had to follow the Registration service act (2008).  Those statistics look at absolute poverty, relative poverty and low income and deprivation of the child. According to Steven Kennedy (2014) poverty in UK, during the years of 1998/99, 3.4 million children were living in a state of relative poverty which in 2004/05 the number decreased to 2.7, the reason for that is because of the low income, living in the deprivation areas, overcrowded conditions were this enabled a lot of children to catch many diseases, malnutrition and stunting of growth. It had an effect on health during prenatal period, birth and infancy the rates of mortality and mobility were higher for the reason that mother is more sensible and easy to suffer from depression, smoking and use  drugs due to poor mental health and children will be more likely to suffer from asthma, infections and others diseases because of the environment. (The well-being of children in the UK, 2016) 
All of this, can also contribute to the child to suffering of children such as physical, sex and verbal abuse and struggle to find a job in the future or forced to early marriage. It has been a huge struggle for families, especially with young children, that are earning the minimum wage been able to pay their rent and feed their children. According with the Poverty in the UK: statistics, “the likelihood of being in relative low income declined during the late 1990s and early 2000s for working-age adults with children, but increased for those without children” (Poverty in the UK, 2018). It has happen some change during the years and now families are entitle to benefits including, children, housing and tax credits.
 According with Joseph Rowntree Foundation (2018) UK poverty 2018, has affected families with children, for many that have a low income and live in private housing and the cost of it is very high and the rest of the bills are not covered, so some of them decide to move to the housing benefit, where they can get some help with the rent although some of those houses the condition are very poor. However, this sometimes is not be enough and families still living in poverty due to the fact that the housing benefit it is only covering their rent which leaves them with very less money, for food and other necessary needs especially if it is a large family. 
Poverty has caused an impact on families such as physical health, depression, anxiety and many others conflicts of trying to cope​with bills. It also affects children in many ways such as, miss education and suffer from mental health problems.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The poverty in Wales has been rated with a higher percentage in relation with Scotland, England and Northern Ireland, the reason for that is because of the housing cost and less jobs opportunities. “Child poverty in Wales fell from 36% to 29% between 1994/97 and 2003/06, but is at a similar level in 2013/16 (30%), although it increased to 33% during the intervening years before decreasing again.” from observation of those percentages there is a gradually increased due to families not having sufficient money income.– (Joseph Rowntree Foundation).   The government is currently looking at some targets that need to be taken into consideration in order to reduce child poverty for 2020 based on the relative poverty, material deprivation, absolute low income and persistent poverty (Social Mobility and Child Poverty Commission, 2014), which are providing more jobs opportunities, change the benefit, the tax credit and outline the universal credit claim. The Welsh Assembly government (2011) also set some targets to reduce child poverty by 2020 which are, supporting parents with childcare so that they are able to have a job, engage more young people by providing education courses, apprenticeship and employment opportunities, support children that are being affected by their socio-economic status through their education, so that they can find a better job in the future. Provide a good health and well-being to families because many of them end up with mental health problems, such as stress, anxiety and depression that can cause a bad relationship and many conflicts at home. Provide free school meals, breakfast clubs and food voucher (vegetables and fruits), for young children.   Encourage families to be a part of local services (voluntary) and to become more active and sociable on others services. Some families may also need a councillor to speak about a problem that it is affecting them and receive some advice to give an initiative to anything they would like. (A New Approach to Child Poverty, 2011)
In conclusion, Child Poverty is a very important subject that the government is always trying to find ways to minimize it, by using health and educational programs to be one of the mains supporters to this progress and working more with others organisations. As also measure have been taking to ensure children and parents are being well looked after and supported.  
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