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A filmed performance of the hip-hop history lesson has arrived on Disney+. Here's everything you need to know 
ByTelegraph Reporters6 July 2020 • 9:40am 
Lin-Manuel Miranda as Alexander Hamilton and Phillipa Soo as Eliza Hamilton  Credit: Disney Plus 
Depending on the company you keep, you may have heard excitable murmurings about Hamilton and its on-screen arrival. That doesn’t mean, however, that you’re aware of what it is – or, indeed, why it’s inducing quite such a fuss. Allow us to give you a history lesson.
What is Hamilton?
Officially titled Hamilton: An American Musical, it’s a musical theatre production. Specifically, one that tells the story of forgotten American Founding Father Alexander Hamilton and his ascent out of poverty and to power against the backdrop of the American War of Independence.
Sounds dry
That’s an understandable reaction. Part of Hamilton’s runaway success, however, is due to how it presents this narrative, namely, in the form of well-crafted hip-hop and RnB songs. In fact, the majority of Hamilton fans have never even seen the production – they’ve just become hooked on the original Broadway cast recording of the score, despite it running for more than two hours.
Just how big a deal is it?
It is hard to overstate Hamilton's cultural impact. It set a Broadway box office record for the most money grossed in a single week in New York City in late November 2016, taking $3.3 million. To date, it has won 11 Tony Awards, a Grammy and the Pulitzer Prize for drama. The first New York Times review said “I am loath to tell people to mortgage their houses and lease their children to acquire tickets to a hit Broadway show. But...” According to Forbes, the show has earned more than $1 billion so far.
Who’s the mastermind behind all this?
Hamilton star and creator Lin-Manuel Miranda  Credit: Reuters 
None other than the prodigiously talented Lin-Manuel Miranda, a New Yorker of Puerto Rican descent who has won a Pulitzer Prize, three Tony Awards, three Grammys, two Oliviers and an Emmy. He was even nominated for an Oscar in 2016, for Best Original Song in Moana (yes, Miranda is increasingly making a name for himself in Hollywood).
Miranda created Hamilton after becoming enthralled with Ron Chernow’s biography of the Founding Father on holiday, and proceeded to write songs for an album called The Hamilton Mixtape. It’s a sign of his audacity that he performed the first of these early works at the White House in 2009, despite being invited to perform hits from his previous musical, In The Heights. But it paid off: the song paved the way for the musical's opener, Alexander Hamilton.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Miranda also wrote the book of the musical and cast himself as the title character. We’d be deeply envious of his talent, if he wasn’t so loveable. In the last few years, he has worked on the music for two Star Wars films and appeared in Mary Poppins Returns and the BBC's adaptation of His Dark Materials. A film adaptation of In The Heights, directed by Jon M. Chu, is in the pipeline for next summer. He's also working on a Disney animation set in Columbia.
Since the pandemic, he's been a frequent cheerful presence on the internet talk shows and Zoom sing-alongs while Hamilton lyrics have appeared on posters at the Black Lives Matter protests that have swept across the world.
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