Chapter: Ross and Steadman, Chapter 2
Civilization: Rome
Within chapter two, Ross and Steadman briefly question whether “membership in certain families confer privileged standing in the society or is individual accomplishment of greater import?”[footnoteRef:1] Within Rome, both of them did have a certain sense of importance. Individual accomplishment was created usually through winning battles, which was very important to Roman society as winning battles and fighting was a show of virtus, and virtus (or manliness) was part of the mos maiorum, or ‘way of the ancestors’. To the Romans, virtus was never a bad thing, even if it led you to lose battles. Romans preferred men who fight and lose to men who don’t fight and lose nothing, a famous example being the elected dictator Fabius Maximus being labelled a coward for not engaging Hannibal in direct combat whereas his magister equitum (or master of horse, basically the second hand man of the dictator) favoured direct combat yet lost to Hannibal when they fought and had to be rescued by Fabius Maximus. It was only then that Fabius Maximus received the dignitas (reputation and honour) and auctoritas (respect and prestige) he had deserved earlier while trying to drive Hannibal into a battle of attrition. In addition to virtus, the mos maiorum included aspects related to religion (religio and pietas), as well as just regular good things citizens should do (disciplina and fides). All of this would bring the owner the due auctoritas and dignitas he deserves. Because of that, he would be far more likely to be elected to higher offices. Therefore, individual accomplishment within the Roman society was very important. [1:  Ross, J., Steadman, S., 2017] 

	However, familial achievement was also very important for an individual. It gave them the stepping stone to create their own achievements. For example, the Scipios. Publius Cornelius Scipio the Elder was a respected Consul who fought against Hannibal in the Second Punic War. His son, Publius Cornelius Scipio the Younger (later named Publius Cornelius Scipio Africanus) was the Roman who gave Hannibal his first defeat at the battle of Zama in 202BC. Tiberius and Gaius Gracchus were grandsons of Scipio Africanus and so their political careers started highly because of their relation to Scipio the Elder and Scipio Africanus. Another example of familial achievement being very important is the Imperial Family of Rome, starting from Augustus. The heirs of each Emperor were accepted because of their family and their family giving them so many chances to win dignitas and auctoritas so they could become Emperor. In addition, coming from a great family meant that they would likely have more money, thus could increase the chances of a member of their family holding an important office through bribes, blackmail and bargaining. A prime example is when Augustus was Consul for several years in a row; there was no way that the Senators would happily elect him to hold that office so many times without some form of bribe or bargaining as the Romans hated having one person in charge. Therefore, familial achievement is just as important as individual accomplishment as familial achievements can help the individual accomplishments be made.
	Ross and Steadman also talk of how “religions in less complex societies tend to be more household- and community-based, while those in more complex states are usually more centralized and structured.”[footnoteRef:2] Rome uses both of these types of religion. As Rome conquers places and countries, each one has their own religion and gods etc, and Rome allows them to keep them, simply absorbing them into the Roman religion as they cannot prove that the conquered states serve false gods. Moreover, Rome has their pantheon, the top gods like Jupiter and Neptune and Minerva. These gods and goddesses were spread around where Rome conquered and were most likely to be syncretised with the gods and goddesses of other religions, for example the Greek gods and goddesses are said to be another side of the Roman gods and goddesses, with the Roman Jupiter being another name for the Greek Zeus and Roman Juno being another name for the Greek Hera. Ross and Steadman also mention how “there is a very strong relationship between the development of the archaic state and the consolidation of power by emerging leaders; quite often some of that power emanates from the ability to control religious beliefs and practices.”[footnoteRef:3] Augustus did this in his time of creating the Empire; he held the title pontifex maximus after his predecessor Lepidus died, which was a religious title known as the ‘head priest’ and it was a title held for life. Augustus also built and repaired eighty-two temples in 28BC, including the temple to Apollo on the Palatine, which was connected to his own house on that hill. Augustus cleverly manipulated the Roman religion to consolidate his power until he became the eventual Emperor. [2:  Ross, J., Steadman, S., 2017]  [3:  Ross, J., Steadman, S., 2017] 
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