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This paper explores the rise of school attendance problems (SAPs) among primary school children in England following the COVID-19 pandemic, investigates how these difficulties emerged and persisted after extended school closures.
Before the pandemic, poor school attendance was already linked to long term negative outcomes, including lower academic achievements, risks of school dropouts, and poor mental health. (Egger et al., 2003, Kearney & Graczyk, 2014).
Research also showed that attendance issues most often start in primary school, making early intervention critical to prevent lasting harm (Havik et al, 2014). However, the disruption of COVID-19 worldwide created unprecedented changes to children's daily lives due to repeated school closures, remote learning, and public health restrictions.
While official statistics recorded a high rise in persistent absence, there was limited understanding of how these problems were experienced by families and education staff and what support was most needed (McDonald et al, 2023). 
This research focuses on primary school-aged children aged between 5-11 years olds with attendance difficulties. 



	
	
	



