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Briefing paper (3000 words +/-10%)
Prepare a paper for a parents group demonstrating a critical understanding of the provision that is available for those educated otherwise than at school

Mainstream education or being educated at school, is often seen by many people as the only acceptable form of education, with many unaware of the alternative ways of providing an education. However mainstream education simply does not work for every child and sending your child to a mainstream school, can sometimes seem like a losing battle for both you and your child. However there are alternatives to mainstream in order to provide your child with an education that they will engage with and blossom in. As Mountney says ‘there is a secret many parents are unaware of: children can be educated without going to school. In fact, it’s not really a secret, just a little known fact that going to school is not compulsory. It is education that it compulsory’ (Mountney.R, 2009, p9). In this briefing paper I am going to explore just two of the many alternative options to mainstream education that are possible routes for your child. These will be that of Steiner school education and the theories of learning from Rudolf Steiner, and also the route of homeschooling as recommended and revolutionised by John Holt. I will summarise what these forms of education include and also the benefits and drawbacks of both.
Key terms
Before exploring the options that are outside of traditional mainstream education it is important to just clarify terms that are being used in this briefing report, so that you clearly understand what I am referring too. The significant term here is ‘Education’. It is thoroughly debated by theorists what this word actually means and what defines education and or learning. However for the purpose of this report education means the process in which an individual receives and processes new information, both formally in a school setting and informally in a more casual environment.
The first point is what the abbreviation EOTAS means. This means ‘education other than at school’. This covers pretty much every form of education or learning that is taken place outside of a mainstream education setting. It can also be called non-traditional education as it is going against the traditional form of educating a child. This can cover any age and includes examples such as pupil referral units, work based education, residential schools or even homeschooling. The government defines it as:-
‘EOTAS is education provision to meet specific needs of pupils who, for whatever reason, cannot attend a mainstream or special school.’(Northern Ireland Government, 2014)  ‘EOTAS makes educational provision for children with social, emotional, behavioural, medical or other issues who, without its provision, cannot sustain access to suitable education. It allows children who have been expelled from, suspended from, or have otherwise disengaged from their registered school to participate in education until they achieve a new school place, are prepared for re-entry to an existing school place or to maintain their education until compulsory school leaving age.’(Welsh government, 2017)
When referring to mainstream education in this paper I refer to the practice of a child taking part in statutory education, being taught the respective governmental national curriculum in a school or class setting that is supplied by the state, and funded by the government. 
It is also important that we understand the role of the government and the state, and who is ultimately responsible for providing your child with an education. It is also important to acknowledge that your child is also entitled to this education by law, as stated in article 28 of The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNICEF, 1989). 
‘Parents are bound by law to educate their children but that doesn’t necessarily have to be in school. Parents have always been the ones responsible for their children’s education, by law. It’s just that most parents hand their children over too schools for that to happen, as they are expected to do. But the overall responsibility still remains with the parents, even when the children are in school.’ (Mountney.R, 2009, p13)
Section 7 of the Education act of 1996 states :-
‘The parent of every child of compulsory school age shall cause him to receive efficient full-time education suitable to
a) His age, ability and aptitude and 
b) Any special educational needs he may have, either by regular attendance at school or otherwise.’ (Education Act, 1996)
Therefore in terms of the law even though the state is responsible for making sure they provide an education for every child and that every child has access to that education, it is actually you as a parent who is responsible for making sure that your child receives a sufficient education. This also means it is also up to you as a parent to decide how your child receives an education, providing they receive it and the authorities are aware of that. It is also essential that your child is registered at some form of institution be it a mainstream school, or an independent school. This still stands even if you decide to home school, as they can then provide you with assistance and guidance. It is also important that if your child has a statement of special educational needs, which names a school, it is essential that the LA gives consent for you to withdraw your child from school, and they are happy with the provisions that you are planning to provide at home. (Merthyr Tydfil council, 2018) 
Education at school 
Despite the state deciding that this is the best form of education there are criticisms from many educationalists such as Gatto, Friere, and Holt just to name a few, that suggest we are teaching our children in completely the wrong fashion. However like anything there are positives and negatives to every system, and with an ever changing system such as the national curriculum, it still has many positives.
One of the massive changes that Wales are in the process of implementing is the rolling out of the brand new national curriculum. With the help of Professor Graham Donaldson’s recommendation in his ‘successful futures Independent Review of Curriculum and Assessment Arrangements in Wales’ (Donaldson, 2015), Wales are implementing a brand new curriculum that claims to ‘have more emphasis on equipping young people for life. It will build their ability to learn new skills and apply their subject knowledge more positively and creatively. As the world changes, they will be more able to adapt positively.’ (Welsh Government, 2018) It is also going to have a stronger focus on children learning practically by implanting areas such as expressive arts, and also the importance of Welsh as a second language. Assessment will also be more continuous and ongoing.
When sending your child to receive a state provided education there’s also that ‘guarantee’ from the government that in theory that your child is receiving ‘the best education’ with fully trained teachers who are continually assessed and teach a curriculum that works. In theory everyone is also equal and receives the same standard of quality education and chances no matter what area you go to with recognised qualifications at the end
However as with most things in law, education in law is very much ‘an ideal picture’. Just because every child is entitled to a funded quality education that’s suitable for them doesn’t mean they actually in reality receive that and as many of you know it is system where it is very easy to slip through the net unnoticed. It is also a system that we continually see has a lack of funding and is filled with teachers who are continually struggling to meet standards, due to growing class sizes and the removal of key resources such as LSA’s. Because of this we see it is very easy to hide within a class, get lost in the system and left behind with class work. This means it is getting more challenging for the teacher to give their attention to everyone in the class, whilst keeping everyone engaged, challenged and learning to their full potential. The way that teachers are taught to address this, is to group children in a class into different ability groups. Whilst sounding like an efficient solution to this problem, critics criticise this method as it very much turns school into a regimented environment where everyone has a place. Gatto suggests by doing this we teach children they have a place in a class that they’ll likely never progress from - ‘If I do my job well, the kids can’t even imagine themselves somewhere else ... everyone has a proper place in they pyramid and that there is no way out ... expect by magic number. Until that happens you must stay where you are put’ (Gatto, 1992) This therefore means that in mainstream education children have little room to progress and improve, unlike other forms of educating.
The system of regimented curriculum with regimented assessments is also greatly criticised by Friere, describing the way we teach as ‘the banking concept of education’ ‘Education thus becomes an act of depositing, in which the students are the depositories and the teacher is the depositor. Instead of communicating, the teacher issues communiques and makes deposits which the students patiently receive, memorize, and repeat’ (Friere, 1972, p72).This makes us question if are we actually teaching children or are we just preparing children for exams and stuffing them full with knowledge to just spill back out on an exam page and then forget. Gatto also says this just leads to us teaching ‘confusion’ in children as we teach so much, with none of the information taught ever connects and is taught out of context (Gatto, 1992)

Steiner/ Waldorf  Education
Whilst still remaining in a school and class setting, Steiner education is very different to that of mainstream education. Steiner education is based off of the learning ideals as theorised by Rudolf Steiner. Based on these principals they have their own unique curriculum that in some ways is very similar to the national curriculum learning the standard subjects such as mathematics, English and science. However it is also very different in the way it is taught to that of the national curriculum. ‘Steiner designed the school's curriculum based on his belief that children progress through three sequential stages of development—willing, feeling, and thinking, also referred to as imitation, imagination, and discrimination’ (Nordlund, 2013). 
Therefore the idea of Steiner education is that it’s very expressive, doing this by exploring classes such as Art studies, Crafts, Eurythmy, Foreign Languages, music and Philosophy amongst others. (Rawson, Richter, 2000, p65 - 211) This according to Steiner’s theory ‘strengthen the ‘I’, the spiritual core of each individual child’ (Rawson, Richter, 2000, p8) as he believed this should be central to education as this is how a child truly learns and develops. ‘The spiritual core of the individual and his or her life of thinking, feeling and willing have to grow together with the organism, in what Steiner referred to as the path of incarnation. This central task therefore is to stimulate and direct the child’s self – activity within the learning process. Its goal is to support individuals as they progressively learn to direct and take responsibility for their own learning processes.’ (Rawson, Richter, 2000, p8) Gatto also suggests that it is this area where mainstream education fails as he suggests that in mainstream education we teach child ‘indifference’ and that in school ‘ children not to care about anything too much’ (Gatto, 1992) therefore doing things purely for the teacher, because they have too, and for no other reason.
Steiner education at every age stage also attempts to put the child in charge of their own choices and how they learn, making them curious and wanting to learn, whilst also taking them on an experiential journey. Even within the kindergarten in the first stages of their education unguided play time, puppet shows and crafts is a common occurrence and this is how they end up learning. Even as they progress through the years and when it comes to the upper school, freedom is still very important within their learning. An example of this is even within their final year they have the complete freedom to do their own individual projects, very much like a dissertation this is individual work completed throughout the year with just guidance from the tutors. This again is the complete opposite of mainstream education where Gatto says ‘Good people wait for a teacher to tell them what to do... successful children do the thinking I appoint them’ (Gatto, 1992) This approach clearly encourages children from a young age to be independent and think for themselves. Therefore the role of a teacher is purely to guide and encourage children’s thinking, not just deposit information like mainstream education. However something you could question with this is does every child have to ability to learn so independently, especially if in school they have previously relied on help from tutors and prefer being told what to do. It also requires them to have self motivation as so much of Steiner education is individual learning and growing.
In Steiner education this informal learning through play continues on past kindergarten and formal education with lessons with formal assessment is not actually introduced until a much later age. This can be seen to produce successful results in many other European countries such as Denmark but this is not the case in the UK, where it could be said we unsuccessfully force children to learn formally too early. Steiner believes that ‘many years of experience confirm that literacy and numeracy, as formal skills, are best taught when the child has reached a point of maturation which corresponds to the emergence of the second teeth. The principled approach of Steiner Waldorf practitioners to not enforcing early literacy and numeracy leads to class 1 pupils (at 6+) learning to read and to work formally with number and such enthusiasm and alacrity because :
a) they have reached a point of developmental readiness;
b) the diversity of lively hands on experience
c) they are motivated learners, unburdened by failure. (Rawson, Richter, 2000, p35)
However just like in mainstream, especially for the older years formal learning of subjects such as mathematics in a class setting is still required during the afternoons. Therefore Steiner education still has this formal learning aspect which for some children might be a struggle, especially if they are entering into the system at an older age.
Another factor of Steiner education is that it very much relies on children developing their skills over the years and building on previous skills learnt in previous years. ‘Each teacher works on the assumption that the child before them possesses greater reserves of potential than reveal themselves in the present.’ (Rawson, Richter, 2000, p25) This can also be seen in the fact that a Steiner teacher will tend to stay with a class as they develop through the years. Whilst if starting from a kindergarten age this would be a massive benefit, it can potentially cause problems for children who jump in and out of the system, which is very common with Steiner education, as they would lack prior knowledge and experiences. However due to the tutor staying with the class permanently they create a close bond with their students, so they know when they are meeting their full potential. Tutors also create a close bond with parents, which is key to the success of their education. ‘Close collaboration between parents and teachers is essential in a Steiner Waldorf school. The education needs the support and interest of the parents’ (Rawson, Richter, 2000, p28)

Homeschooling
When thinking about removing a child from mainstream education one of the more common options that people tend to instantly think of is that of homeschooling. It is also one that people tend to also jump straight into without completely understanding what it entails, and is often seen as the only way forward for parents. However the ideas surrounding homeschooling very much follow a lot of the ideals of education according to the theorists. It provides you and your learner with sole control over your child’s education ‘there is no requirement for parents to apply the National Curriculum, to operate school hours or to give formal ‘lessons’. (Merthyr Tydfil council, 2018) Therefore homeschooling is the complete opposite of mainstream school, it is completely informal with no boundaries placed on you or your child. There’s no ‘curricula, timetables, set lessons, teaching aims, testing and monitoring because these are deemed necessary for continued satisfactory learning.’ (Thomas. A, Pattison. H, 2007) However as said by theorists and seen in other forms of educating, these are not necessary for success at all. Homeschooling is such a free flowing idea, where you do things the way you want too, and also how your child wants too, adapting your teaching style to their learning style. Therefore in a way there is no right or wrong way too home school, and everyone’s experience is very unique and different. As the national curriculum does not apply to home learning, learners can also learn what they want to learn and also when they want to learn. This instantly means that child will want to learn, and encourages a natural curiosity within children. They also do their schooling in a familiar, natural and comfortable environment, where they can be themselves, and they don’t have to deal with other issues that come with schooling such as bullying.
Homeschooling also very much encourages active learning through experiences where learning takes place through real life experiences. This includes doing visits to museums or even different countries ‘everyday’s a field trip’ (Buzzfeed, 2018). This also encourages an independent and natural curiosity for learning. Information is also more likely to be retained due to the fact they have learnt through an experience making it more memorable long term. In homeschooling there is also no requirement for formal assessment of a child, eliminating the unnecessary pressure that comes with assessments, meaning they also have no bar or expectations for them to meet, it’s purely them having fun learning.
Another big benefit of homeschooling is that your child can study at their own pace, taking as long as they need to learn something. This is particularly a reason why many people decide to homeschool, especially if your child has extra learning needs, and therefore sometimes requires the extra time. Your child will also receive complete attention from you, so one on one learning can take place. You are also flexible and able to adapt the teaching to your child’s learning style. 
However as you can imagine the decision to home school is a major one and results in a big lifestyle change for you and your child. Homeschooling parents are solely responsible for their child’s education and also providing a satisfactory one that meets the requirements of the law (see key terms). It can also be a gamble for children as they have to then be motivated to learn independently. It can also result in social awkwardness due to not mixing with other children of different abilities, ages and backgrounds. However it is also said that homeschooled children can also be more mature as a result of spending more time with adults, and also having to learn independently and decide things for themselves.

Conclusion
From this briefing paper hopefully you have learnt more detail and now understand more about some of the many options that are available. I hope you now also understand that a state funded education is not the only way forward and that you should never feel like it is, if it clearly is not working. It is also important to realise that the education of your child is one of the single most important things in their lives and again it is one that has to be right for both you and them.
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