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Virtual learning environments can have various impacts on the learning experience of students within a university. I have developed a questionnaire which is based of 14 questions to assist me in identifying how impactful the VLE has been to students and their learning experience in the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. The overall results of the survey has identified both positive and negative impacts on the learning experiences of students. On the positive side of the VLE, the survey shows that student find that the virtual learning environment has been extremely beneficial for the learning experience based on their circumstances.
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[bookmark: __RefHeading___Toc4049_1056200978][bookmark: _Toc47553074]Introduction and Literature 
[bookmark: _Toc47553076][bookmark: _Toc47553075]The impact of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) – Moodle on students’ learning experiences at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus will be discussed in this report. Ofsted (2009) has described Virtual learning environment as the use of computers to allow remote access to learning materials. As the routine use of computers becomes more widespread, there is an anticipation that VLEs will shape a significant part of the next generation's experience of learning. 
Bromage 2003 states that there is a danger that, if the resources available on VLE are too broad, students could stop attending lectures, instead choosing to gain access to lecture materials online and to carry out their studies from the comfort of their homes (Boyle et al., 2008). In a study of 209 students at Coventry University, it was found that 57% of the students read learning materials, 52% downloaded learning materials but only 14% accessed external web pages (Bromage, 2003). Such data implies that students tend to look at VLE resources simply as online versions of lecture notes rather than as a source of additional information to further their learning experience.
VLEs that are known to have too little information can pose both positive and negative effects for students and their learning experience. A VLE with too little information for students to access can pose a positive impact to students learning as it will somewhat encourage them to attend their lectures. Attending their lectures and not being fully dependant on the VLE will enable them to get the utmost support they may require during their classes which they would not get when they choose to stay at home and use the VLE instead. Lectures can save students time and will act as a map for their assignments and exams. A good lecturer will sign-post your way with key terms, definitions, examples, and short-cuts (Bachelors studies online, 2020). However, on the negative side of things the lesser the amount of information that is available for students to access then the more detrimental it is for their wider learning. For student who intend on doing some revisiting of topics or to enhance their learning by looking ahead on topics in order to be prepared, they will be the ones to struggle as they won’t have enough to aid their needs. It is also something of concern for those students that are part-time and or are carers. 
With VLEs that are developed to have just enough information make a perfect balance for students of all circumstances, this is because having the right amount of information on the system will allow for students to access this in order to complement their learning. It also allows for students to attend their lectures as they should as they will not feel as though they can access all the material, they require to advance their studies.









Methods and Results 
Fourteen questions were used for identifying the impact of Virtual learning environment (VLE) on students at the University of Wales Trinity St David (London Campus).  Information was gathered as a primary source from a questionnaire. This was used for understanding student perspectives on virtual learning. Secondary information was also gathered from existing reports to complement this report. The impacts of VLE are measured and steps taken shown in the next section.
Questions asked where also based around certain circumstances as to the type of student they are, whether they are carers or in employment. Students in this category such as individuals that are known carers, at times have found it difficult to attend classes as they have to care for their loved ones and so the availability of the virtual learning environment becomes useful in the sense that they can access the learning material they may have missed out on. As for students that are studying on a part time basis, they have indicated that they are able to access resources on a wider range when doing research using the literature search engine, it was also identified that student of this circumstance benefit from the use of the virtual learning environment when they are at home and wanting to study. This allows them to be able to gain access to the materials they may not have access to as they attend on a part time bases and so they can access the material they require to enhance their learning. 
A high percentage of full-time student found the VLE system beneficial in the sense they can use it as a tool to aid their learning. They also find this learning environment to be complimentary to what they have learnt within their classes for revision purposes or even to access feedback on assignments, which all play an important role in the development of students. It was also obtained within this survey that majority of these student also use the VLE system for many other reasons, these include them using it for submitting assignments, accessing learning materials and module information. This category of students also agree that the use of VLE has improved the quality of their learning and believe that they learn more with VLE than without it. Off these students, those that are studying courses with a high level of theoretical work, have indicated that they find the VLE system more useful and beneficial to their learning and development.
Furthermore, the negative impacts of the use of virtual learning environment have also been highly identified by a group of students who participated in the survey. Some indicated that the use of VLE has been ineffective in terms of being able to gain as much as possible within their learning, they felt as though the system does not provide enough information and resources to utilise and broaden their studies. It is identified that students are having to do extensive research away from the virtual learning environment to find materials that will further enhance their learning process. The survey also portrayed that the use of the virtual learning environment is not always reliable, in some cases this can be because students might experience some issues with their computers or their internet connections. In these cases, it then becomes impossible for students to then be able to access any learning material that could be of benefit to their learning. Some issues I have identified in regards to the virtual learning environment is that, some students may choose to not attend their classes as they may have the mindset that the virtual learning environment is available to them and so they is no point in attending because they can access the material. Some students also found that they learn better by being taught physically rather than virtually, therefore these students will encounter difficulties using the Virtual learning environment when they intend on doing extensive learning or needing to catch up on some materials they may have missed. Based on the mixture of full-time as well as part-time students, some have shown to rarely use VLE and find it not very helpful to their learning as this is due to the fact that they are more practical based students rather than theoretical. 
Moving on from the primary sector of this assignment and on to the secondary which is mainly based on general research in regard to the effects of VLE on students. Like the primary data collected, this secondary data has also identified some positive aspects to using VLE as well as some negatives. It has there been identified by Ofsted 2009 that there are three types of VLE: those with too much information (which discourage students from attending lectures), those with too little (rendering the VLE largely useless), and those with just enough to allow students to reinforce their work in lectures and gain a broader understanding of the subject






















[bookmark: __RefHeading___Toc4051_1056200978][bookmark: _Toc475530811]Methods and Results contd
[bookmark: __RefHeading___Toc4053_1056200978] This section lists the results of my questionnaire
Q1.

Based on the responses from the questionnaire, 60% of the students are on full-time studies and 40% of them on part-time studies. 

Q2.

This question was to help determine how often students used VLE, and the result from the responses shows that 60% used it very often, 27% rarely used it and 13% used it just often. 

Q3.

Based on how helpful students found VLE, 46% found it very helpful, 27% found it just the right amount of helpful and 27% found it not helpful at all. 
Q4.

The responses based on what the students mostly use the VLE for was based around them submitting assignments, using it for learning material, looking up lecture slides and module information. 67% of the students used it for all the listed options, 27% for one-third of the options and 6% for only two of the options.






Q5.

This question was aimed at understanding where students most frequently accessed VLE from. And the responses show that 60% of student use the VLE off the university campus, 27% use it both on campus and off campus, and 13% use it just sometimes off campus. 
Q6.

Results show 67% of students say that they are encourage by their tutors to use VLE, 13% say they are occasionally encouraged, another 13% say they are not encouraged at all and 7% say they rare are.





Q7.

This result show 60% of students have a mixture of practical and theoretical aspects to their course of study, 20% have it as mostly practical, 13% have it as mostly theoretical and the last 7% have it as partially practical. 
Q8.

Here 53% of students agree that VLE is valuable to their studies with 20% strongly agreeing. Another 20% of student disagree that VLE is valuable to their studies and 7% neither agree nor disagree that VLE is valuable to their studies.





Q9.

In terms of improvement on the quality of learning because of VLE, 47% of students agree to it improving there learning, 20% strongly agree, another 20% disagree and 13% are on the fence. 
Q10.

This question was to determine if students learn more with VLE than without it. The results show 33% disagree with this, 27% sit on the fence, 20% agree that they learn more with it, 13% strongly agree and 7% strongly disagree. 





Q11.

I have also tried to determine if the students that have responded to this survey are in employment, 47% of them are in full-time employment, 33% in part-time employment and 20% not in any kind of employment.
Q12.

This helped to determine the year of studies these students are in and based off the results, 53% are in their first year of studies, 27% on their second year and 20% on their third year. 





Q13.

The result for student attendance for lectures show 40% attend all the time, 34% attend sometimes, 13% rarely attend and another 13% attend most times.

Q14.

80% of the student that responded are not carers and 20% of them are cares.




[bookmark: __RefHeading___Toc4055_1056200978][bookmark: _Toc47553077]Conclusion

This survey along with the secondary data that has been gathered based on the impact of virtual learning environments on students learning experience is divided.  From the data I have gathered and portrayed within this report, it has been identified that the VLE can be very beneficial to students learning experiences in many ways. However, it can also impact them in a negative way based on how regularly they are encouraged to use the system and individually how valuable they find the content portrayed.
Virtual learning environments can help in student’s development. Negative impacts were found based on the content shown within the VLE systems chosen. From a personal point of view, in terms of the virtual learning environment, it is beneficial. And, I have been able to attend classes use VLE. It has also been beneficial to me in helping to do my assignments. It also was used for revision to help in my preparation for upcoming assignments or exams. This can at times be crucial to my learning as things are better explained and more in depth in the classes, whereas there are no lecturer to further explain things to me when I don’t understand them in times that I am using the virtual learning environment system. 
Although I have found the use of VLE to be very important within my studies, it has affected me in negative ways such as students not attending lectures or even seminars due to the fact that they feel as though they have enough information on the system and so they can access it at home instead of attending. This can cause drops in attendance amongst student and making learning in effective at times for those students like myself who attend their classes as when group activities are to be run, the attendance of students makes a difference on the effectiveness of the group activity as it would be more difficult to conduct with limited number of students. 
The data within the primary sector of this report was based of 14 responses, therefore it does not account for the rest of the students within the university. In order for there to be an intensive and more extensive as well as accurate data to be acquired, there has to be a greater number of students to take part in this survey which will allow for a more reliable outcome.
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1.What type of student are you?
-Full time student
-Part-time student 
2. How often do you use the universities virtual learning environment
  	-Rarely 
	-Often 
	-Very often 
3. How helpful do you find the material on VLE
	-Very helpful 
	-Helpful
	-Not helpful
4. What do you mostly use VLE for 
	- Submitting assignment 
	- learning material 
	-lecture slides 
	-Module information
5. From where do you normally/mostly access VLE 
	- mostly on campus
	-Sometimes on campus 
	-mostly off campus 
	-Sometimes off campus
	-Mixture of on campus and off campus
6. Are you regularly encouraged to used VLE as part of your learning
	-Yes 
	-No
	-Rarely 
	-Occasionally 
7. What is your area of study mostly based around
	- Mostly Practical 
	-Partially Practical
	-Mostly theorical 
	-Partially theorical
	-A mixture of practical and theorical

8. VLE is an important and valuable aid to me in my studies
a. Strongly Disagree 
b. Disagree 
c. Neither agree nor disagree
d. Agree
e. Strongly Agree
9.VLE improves the quality of my learning
a. Strongly Disagree 
b. Disagree 
c. Neither agree nor disagree
d. Agree
e. Strongly Agree
10.I learn more with VLE than without it
f. Strongly Disagree 
g. Disagree 
h. Neither agree or disagree
i. Agree
j. Strongly Agree
11. Are you currently employed?
	-No 
	-Full-time 
	-Part-time
12. What year of your studies are you on 
13. How well do you attend you lectures?
	- All the time 
	-Mostly times
	-Rarely
	-Never
	-Sometimes 
14. Are you a carer
	- Yes
	- No 
VLEU 
Count of ID	



Often	Rarely	Very often	2	4	9	
HVLE 
Count of ID	



Helpful	Not helpful	Very helpful	4	4	7	
MUVLE 
Count of ID	



Submitting assignments;Learning material;Lecture slides;Module information;	Submitting assignments;Lecture slides;Module information;	Submitting assignments;Module information;	10	4	1	
LAVLE 
Count of ID	



Mixture of on campus and off campus	Mostly off campus	Sometimes off campus	4	9	2	
FVLU 
Count of ID	




No	Occasionally	Rarely	Yes	2	2	1	10	
LS 
Count of ID	




A mixture of practical and theorical	Mostly Practical 	Mostly theorical 	Partially Practical	9	3	2	1	
LA 
Count of ID	




Agree	Disagree	Neither agree nor disagree	Strongly Agree	8	3	1	3	
QLVE 
Count of ID	




Agree	Disagree	Neither agree or disagree	Strongly Agree	7	3	2	3	
MLVL 
Count of ID	





Agree	Disagree	Neither agree nor disagree	Strongly Agree	Strongly Disagree	3	5	4	2	1	
EMPL 
Count of ID	



Full-time	NO	Part-time	7	3	5	
STUYR 
Count of ID	



Year 1	Year 2	Year 3	8	4	3	
FCA 
Count of ID	




All the time	Most times	Rarely	Sometimes	6	2	2	5	
CARE 
Count of ID	


No	Yes	12	3	
ST
Count of ID	


Full-Time	Part-Time	9	6	
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