Anthropology in Context:

Introduction to Social and Cultural Anthropology 
Essay Questions 2009

Assessment for this module is by way of ONE x 2,500 word essay (worth 50% of the module mark), and an unseen examination (also worth 50%). 

The essay is due in on 20.11.09. If you have any questions, please contact either Piers p.locke@lamp.ac.uk or Sam s.hurn@lamp.ac.uk (the relevant person will be indicated by either SH or PL at the end of the question!)
Some advice: 

· Try to refer to appropriate academic sources in support of your argument (i.e. the items listed on your bibliography, and any other sources you have read and deem relevant to your essay).
· Make sure all factual information is referenced (the Study Skills sessions will show you how to do this).

· You should also refer to specific ethnographic examples to illustrate your argument (this is where is it useful to start reading ethnographic monographs!)

Please choose one of the following:

1. Anthropological research is inherently unscientific. Decide whether the ‘evidence’ presented in an ethnographic monograph of your choice supports or challenges this assertion. (SH)
2. Identify whether social anthropologists should pay particular attention to language when studying other cultures. (PL)
3. Decide whether it is possible for social anthropologists to act as ‘cultural translators’. (PL)

4. Present an argument which recognises that eating is best understood as a social activity as much as a bodily necessity. (SH)

5. Is Azande witchcraft a form of science? Illustrate your answer with appropriate ethnographic evidence. (SH)
6. With reference to appropriate evidence, decide whether ‘modern’ societies have myths. (PL)
7. Compare gift giving in a ‘Western’ context with another form of (non-Western) ceremonial exchange. (SH) 
8. Using examples from two societies, outline the relationship between kinship and property ownership. (PL)
