Chapter 2 – Literature Review
Introduction
Within this literature review, the review will consist of the 3 objectives presented which will be supported by sources of information found that is relevant to the objectives provided. The first objective will have sources of information ranging from statistics and articles including cases studies relevant to the first objective. The second objective will consist of web sources and articles gathering examples of prevention strategies related to this objective. The final objective will include a range of web sources, and articles providing examples of case studies to support this objective. The literature review will conclude by summarising what has been discussed within the literature review.
Findings of statistics and articles for the first objective
[bookmark: _Int_jyQgrQLh]There are a few statistics to identify why knife crime is on the increase between the boroughs of North London. One example is showing how knife crime had risen in 2019 and had not been decreased by much during the pandemic and between 2023 – 2024. (Almeida, 2025) states that the amount of knife crime incidents in 2019 had begun to rise with a total of 15,600 incidents, then the number of incidents decreased throughout the pandemic. After the pandemic in the year 2023 – 2024 the number of incidents was 15,000 meaning that there was not a huge decrease within those years. Another example is gathering how members of the public within the BAME community who are young people are more likely to be surrounded by knife crime by the areas that they live in. According to (Gwata, 2024) “ The Mayor’s Office for Policing and Crime (MOPAC) report states that people of BAME communities are more likely to live in areas where youth violence is more prevalent, and that 50% of the population in the top 10 most vulnerable areas in London were members of BAME communities”. Another statistic gathers the number of knife and offensive weapons dealt with around London. (Barnet Post, 2025) indicates that the amount of knife and offensive weapon offences that the Criminal Justice System handled was 3,916. This statistic shows that this number was higher than the 3,543 offences a year before and then the year 2015 which shows 3,681 offences. The final statistic illustrates the knife crime rates in 2023 with the numbers increasing from the previous year. (Enfield Dispatch, 2024) indicates that “The latest figures from the Metropolitan Police show there were 611 knife offences of all types (including possession) across Enfield in 2023, up 6.8% on the previous year. Of this number, 148 involved injuries being inflicted, representing an 8% rise.”  There are multiple case studies that show examples of knife crime incidents that have happened in North London. One case study is of an attack that happened in Enfield, which gathered information of two men were left with injuries as the attackers injured the men by using a baseball bat and a machete which led to two men being arrested and charged due to the incident. (Coleman, 2020) states that the two men who were injured was 18 and 21 and they had stab injuries and were later taken to hospital. They found out that their injuries were not serious injuries and another man was also attacked with the machete and baseball bat but did not suffer any life-threatening injuries either. Another case study is two teenagers who stabbed a man with a zombie knife in Enfield. According to (BBC News, 2020) the victim of the zombie knife attack which happened within a block of flats, died in 2019. One of the teens aged 19 was found guilty of murder and the other teen aged 16 was found guilty of manslaughter. The final case study is of two boys who stabbed an innocent person with a Rambo knife. The incident happened not far from the Tottenham Hotspur Stadium with the confrontation being over a girl. The confrontation started on social media and led to physical confrontation. (Kirk, 2022) indicates that the two boys who stabbed the innocent person were jailed for life as a result of their actions. The innocent person interfered with the two boys with Rambo knives by stepping in front of them as they had stabbed their friend as this person did not want the situation to escalate further but had escalated to the innocent person being stabbed as well.
Findings of prevention strategies for the second objective
There are numerous prevention strategies that have proven effective by the Metropolitan Police to ensure the reduction of knife crime. One of the examples is Operation Sceptre which is an effective prevention strategy used by the Metropolitan Police. This strategy has been proven to be successful as the strategy indicates the dangers of carrying knives as there are many consequences that lead to carrying a knife. (Knives for Lives, 2025) suggests that “The campaign encourages the voluntary surrender of knives and raises awareness about the dangers of carrying knives. This nationwide initiative has been successful in removing thousands of knives from circulation.” Another reason for the use of Operation Sceptre is by having police patrol certain areas with the highest rate of knife crime. (Fighting Knife Crime, 2024) suggests that during this operation they have had multiple police patrols each week to ensure safety in the areas with the most knife crime rates and have increased the stop and searches around London too which is beneficial for the Metropolitan Police as this means they can speak to members of the public to get their views on this particular issue in London. Another prevention strategy is the stop and search procedure. This strategy shows that this type of prevention may not work as well as it may not reduce knife crime as much as the Metropolitan Police expects it too. (Piquero and Sherman) state that “Research to date on the effects of police stop and search encounters (SSE) on crime in London arguably suffers a lack of precision.” The next prevention strategy is a school-based approach. This strategy has been put in place to reduce the risk of students involving themselves into knife crime and to make sure students are aware of the dangers knife crime poses. According to (College of Policing, 2021) the school-based approach has had a positive impact by having police officers on site. This resulted in the reduction of truancy, involvement of knife crime and an increase of public confidence between the police and students as students gained trust in the police due to their improvement of safety whilst at school. In comparison, Operation Sceptre has proven to be successful due to the statistics showing due to the number of knives taken off the streets meaning that Operations Sceptre has had a positive outcome. (NPCC, 2023) illustrates that a total of 9,737 knives has been taken off the streets leading to 1,693 people arrested with 829 of those in connection with knife crime offences. Within this operation they had used other tactics as well to combat knife crime such as engaging with local communities, knife surrender bins put in place and weapon sweeps around London.
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