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DATING EXERCISE

Date A:
18 August, 1384

The time markers for this date are that it is on a Thursday, that it is by the feast of Assumption, and that it took place in the eighth year of Richard II’s reign.  The last narrows down the options to the year, and then the feast of Assumption gives the day of the year that the Thursday can be calculated from, so I started with finding the eighth year of Richard II’s reign.  This was from 22 June, 1384 to 21 June, 1385.[footnoteRef:1]  This leaves either 1384 or 1385 as options.  The feast of Assumption takes place on 15 August, so it has to be 1384.[footnoteRef:2]  Then I looked up the date for Easter in 1384 and found that it fell on 10 April.[footnoteRef:3]  Following this date, the closest Sunday to 15 August was 14 August, and thus the Thursday that followed 15 August, 1384 was 18 August, 1384. [1:  C. R. Cheney, Handbook of Dates for Students of English History (London: Royal Historical Society, 1961), p. 21.]  [2:  Ibid., p. 55.]  [3:  Ibid., p. 158.] 


Date B:
23 July, 1250 or 23 July, 1269

The time markers for this date are that it takes place on the first year of Bishop Anian of St Asaph, that he is preceded by bishops Reiner, Abraham, and Hugh, that it is by the feast of St Mary Magdalene, and that it is the day after the feast.  First I looked to see how many Anians were bishop of St Asaph and when they served.  There were two.  Then I looked at when there were bishops Reiner, Abraham, and Hugh and found that these three served consecutively but before both Anians, so the date could have taken place during the first year of either men.  Anian I was consecrated in November 1249, and Anian II on 21 October, 1268.  This means that the first bishop’s first year ran from November 1249 to November 1250 while the second’s ran from 21 October, 1268 to 20 October, 1269.[footnoteRef:4]  The feast of St Mary Magdalene is on July 22.[footnoteRef:5]  Thus this date took place in July of 1250 or July of 1269.  Since it was the day after the feast, it must have taken place on 23 July, 1250 or 23 July, 1269. [4:  E. B. Fryde, D. E. Greenway, S. Porter, and I. Roy, Handbook of British Chronology, 3rd edn (London: Royal Historical Society, 1986), p. 295.]  [5:  Cheney, Handbook of Dates, p. 55.] 


Date C:
25 February, 1311

	The time markers for this date are that it took place on a Thursday, that it took place near Ash Wednesday, that it took place in the fourth year of a king Edward, and that it took place in the first year of Bishop John de Ketene.  To find out the year, it is necessary to figure out which Edward is the king in question by seeing whose fourth year overlapped with a John de Ketene’s first year as bishop.  John de Ketene was consecrated as bishop of Ely in 6 September, 1310, which overlaps with Edward II’s fourth year.[footnoteRef:6]  Edward’s fourth year ran from 8 July, 1310 to 7 July, 1311.  Since it is the day after Ash Wednesday, the year would have to be 1311.  Then I looked up when Easter took place in that year, and it was on 11 April.[footnoteRef:7]  Ash Wednesday is forty days earlier, so Ash Wednesday of that year took place on 24 February.  Therefore the Thursday after would be 25 February, 1311. [6:  Fryde, Handbook of British Chronology, p. 244 and Cheney, Handbook of Dates, p. 20.]  [7:  Cheney, Handbook of Dates, p. 158.] 


Date D:
Late November, 1120–1123, probably December 1120 through early 1121

This date does not give any specific markers for a date, and thus, the date can only be narrowed down to a range of time.  The time markers are that it took place during the reign of a king Henry, that it was when a Ranulf who had a living brother William was earl of Chester, that it was during the careers of a number of individuals including an earl David, and that it was after the death of Geoffrey Ridel but before the marriage of his daughter Matilda to Richard Basset.
The first thing is to find all the Ranulfs of Chester and see which one had a brother named William and who was earl during the reign of a king Henry.  This was Ranulf le Meschin.[footnoteRef:8]  He became earl of Chester 1120–1121 and died around 1129.[footnoteRef:9]  The approximate dates for the Ridel family can narrow the time range even further.  Geoffrey Ridel died 25 November, 1120, and his daughter, Matilda, married Richard Basset in 1120–1123.[footnoteRef:10]  Since this date must precede her marriage, it cannot be later than 1123, and since it must follow Geoffrey’s death and Ranulf becoming earl of Chester, it cannot be earlier than 25 November, 1120.  Thus this date falls somewhere between 26 November, 1120 and 1123.  Since this date is concerned not only with Matilda’s marriage but also with the care of Geoffrey’s son and property, it is likely that this was written earlier rather than later.  However, since Geoffrey died in the same accident that killed Henry’s heir, it is likely that the king did not have the time or inclination to authorize it immediately after the accident.  Thus a likely time range would be December 1120 through early 1121. [8:  Fryde, Handbook of British Chronology, p. 454 and Edmund King, ‘Ranulf (I) [Ranulf le Meschin], Third Earl of Chester’, Oxford Dictionary of National Biography <https://www.oxforddnb.com/view/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-23127?rskey=jdrsfE&result=1> [accessed 15 November, 2022].]  [9:  Fryde, Handbook of British Chronology, p. 454.]  [10:  K. S. B. Keats-Rohan, Domesday Descendants: A Prosopography of Persons Occurring in English Documents 1066–1166 (Woodbridge: The Boydell Press, 2002), p. 1108.] 

The other names listed that I was able to find do not narrow the time range, but they confirm that the date would have occurred around that time.  The Henry who is mentioned was Henry I, but he was king the entire time that Ranulf was earl of Chester.[footnoteRef:11]  Ranulf’s brother, William, went on the First Crusade, but this date is significantly later, and he died 1129–1135.[footnoteRef:12]  A Humphrey de Bohun died in 1123, and his heir was another Humphrey de Bohun.[footnoteRef:13]  Then there is Earl David.  It is not said what he is earl of, but there is only one David who was earl at this time, and he was David I of Scotland and earl of Huntingdon.  He was given the title of earl of Huntingdon 1113–1114 and resigned February of 1136.[footnoteRef:14] [11:  Cheney, Handbook of Dates, p. 18.]  [12:  King, ‘Ranulf le Meschin’.]  [13:  Graeme White, ‘Bohun, Humphrey de’, in Oxford Dictionary of National Biography <https://www.oxforddnb.com/view/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-2774?rskey=hPtIdR&result=1> [accessed 15 November, 2022].]  [14:  Fryde, Handbook of British Chronology, p. 466.] 
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