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Ward authors this article in 2003 and looks at the argument ‘were pomegranates seen as a luxurious fruit within the Late Bronze Age?’
[bookmark: _Int_q7o6JA0V]This article looks at the Uluburun shipwreck, which was near Kaş, Türkiye in the Late Fourteenth BC to argue that the botanical remains of pomegranates recovered suggests that pomegranates were in fact seen as a luxury good. 
[bookmark: _Int_kaBD8AbA][bookmark: _Int_gF7SZLLv] Amongst the remains which were recorded from this shipwreck include raw materials and finished products.  All these materials were all seen as luxurious, which Ward suggests that because remains of pomegranates were amongst these luxury materials this could suggest that pomegranates were seen as luxurious.
[bookmark: _Int_wsEa69Pl]The purpose of this article is to look at the Uluburun shipwreck and other locations within the Late Bronze Age where either botanical or iconographic pomegranates have been discovered and to gain a deeper understanding on the origins and usefulness of pomegranates and if they were a luxury good or not. 
To begin with, the article starts with a brief description of the luxury goods which were recovered from the shipwreck. Ward then explains the association between pomegranates and fertility and how in the Aegean, the pomegranate vases played a symbolic role within the afterlife. Ward argues that this suggests that pomegranates are luxury. 
Ward then informs the reader of some of the ancient usages pomegranates had. This included perfume, tanning (for materials) as well as medicine. The article then goes into the significance pomegranates had to the Zoroastrian culture and the use of the pomegranate within the rituals and ceremonies. 
The article explains how the pomegranates are very common today but within the Bronze Age Aegean world they were not. Ward then describes a pattern of when pomegranates become more of a common feature, such as in texts, artefacts and decorated motifs. This displayed a symbolic message which was in abundance during the Iron Age. 
Ward states that pomegranates do not grow wild within the levant, and this suggests there was an introduction and a spread of pomegranates. This quite possibly could show the popularity and the importance of pomegranates to the elites. 
To end the article Ward lists examples of some places were the two different types of remains of pomegranates have been discovered. This was firstly within a table. After the table Ward then explains in detail about a selected few of these sites. 
[bookmark: _Int_h8KNtxgy]One of these sites include a wooden pomegranate shaped box which had at least six dried fruits inside. This box was found in Jericho at Hyksos, dated to c.1600 BC.
[bookmark: _Int_kzwqq4Pd]Another example was that Thutmose I courtier, Ineni had the first written reference to pomegranates in Egypt within the 16th century BC. Thutmose’s son, Thutmose III also included the pomegranate tree as well as other Syrian exotics in his contribution to the religious complex at Karnak. Ward believes that the pomegranate was introduced to Egypt in the 18th Dynasty Egypt, assumed from Syria through war exposure or possibly trade with the Syrian-Palestinians. From these examples Ward suggests that pomegranates were in fact luxury and were mainly used for the elite and wealthy as a statement piece. 
Within this article Ward uses several different methods to conduct her research. A  substantial part of the research was conducted through archaeological evidence such as examining pomegranate shaped objects, like vessels and shaped containers found in the Late Bronze Age. 
Another type of methodology which was used was the use of archaeobotany. Ward was able to analyse pomegranate remains, and draw date from the Uluburun shipwreck which has botanical remains. 
By ward using and comparing these two methods of research, she is able to look at the geographical spread and tracing of pomegranates as well as having a greater understanding of the symbolic significance and status of pomegranates within the Bronze Age. 
Ward looks at iconography of pomegranates found within elite tombs, which supports her argument that pomegranates were a luxury food. Ward (2003) states that “the
[bookmark: _Int_Pi2JbbrL][bookmark: _Int_5Ciu13sC]association of pomegranates with aspects of life (fertility) and death through iconography is well established by the early Iron Age in the eastern Mediterranean world and is further elaborated by texts and images dating to Classical times, although Bronze Age antecedents are less clearly defined.”  

[bookmark: _Int_AsNWQOPO]This artificial is able to contribute to our understanding of the Aegean world by informing the reader that the Aegeans were connected with the Near Eastern regions, and that the Mycenaeans had complex trade routes which is shown through the Uluburun shipwreck. This gives us an insight on Bronze Age economies and highlights trade links which may have been missed. 
In conclusion Ward provides valuable insights within her article around the role of the pomegranates in the Eastern Mediterranean Late Bronze Age. This includes the combination of archaeological material culture with archaeobotanical evidence. By using these two methods Ward is able to demonstrate how something as simple as a fruit can show a wider pattern of trade, status and different cultural interactions between counties and communities. Ward was able to suggest that the pomegranates did in fact function more than just a fruit, and that they had a shared meaning across the Eastern Mediterranean. 
This article has many strengths which makes it a beneficial read for anyone who wishes to enhance their understanding of the Late Bronze Age. Ward does this by drawing her argument on well documented archaeological contexts, such as elite sites and the Uluburun shipwreck. This shows the reliability of her findings. Ward is also able to link iconography to wider cultural practices, like symbolism and trade, Ward is able to connect her theory to material which grounds her beliefs. By comparing the evidence from different regions Ward is able to illustrate the Mediterranean cultural sphere and shows the interconnectedness many regions had due to trade. 
[bookmark: _Int_RzbKVDDI]Although Ward tries to illustrate her interpretation of the significance of pomegranates and uses sources such as the Uluburun shipwreck, this becomes quite limiting as it is not a full representation across all the Eastern Mediterranean regions. The studies in this article are almost only from elite or high-status contexts. This leaves the reader with questions about how pomegranates could have been used by the non-elite population.  
This article would be beneficial to a reader who does not have a broad understanding or knowledge of the Aegeans and would like to know more about their unique culture and how certain fruits held ritual significance and represented more then just being of a food source. The article has an easy flow and layout which makes it possible for readers of any academic background to understand and appreciate the argument which is being presented. 
[bookmark: _Int_0hCASQvk]Ward is able to use botanical evidence to reveal patterns of trade, cultural exchange and elite beliefs within the Late Bronze Age Mediterranean. This contributes to the wider discourse by expanding the discussion surrounding perishable goods and highlights the importance of these goods in the understanding of the Aegean’s and their connectivity.
If we compare Wards article to the article ‘How to Compare Re-examination of the Inscribed Pomegranate’ written by André Lemaire (2006) we can conclude how significant pomegranates have been to many distinct cultures and regions across the globe. Lemaire is studying a single ivory pomegranate artefact from a temple in Israel, where as Ward is studying symbolicalness of pomegranates across the Bronze Age. By comparing both articles, it informs the reader on how the pomegranate can help contribute to eastern Mediterranean archaeology as well as Hebrew epigraphic. Both articles show that the pomegranate can be examined from a scientific (Ward) and a textual (Lemaire) perspective. This reveals the significance of the pomegranate. 

Bibliography 
Ward, C. (2003) Pomegranates in eastern Mediterranean contexts during the Late Bronze Age’, World Archaeology, 34(3), pp. 529–541
Lemaire, A. (2006) A Re-examination of the Inscribed Pomegranate: A Rejoinder, vol.56, No.2, pp. 167-177. 


1

