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Provide an account of the function of silence in the sound-image relationship. Include two short analysis of film scenes of your choice to help articulate your discussion. 

In this essay I will be discussing the function of silence in a sound-image relationship. As I go through this essay I will be discussing how the use of silence has changed over the years and how effective is the use of it in film. Susan Sontag said that silence is a “form of speech”[footnoteRef:1], this is an interesting point as it suggests that silence can replace speech and the audience will be just as receptive to it, therefore I will be questioning this throughout the essay and discussing if the use of silence is effective in film. I will also be discussing how the use of silence would make the audience feel, for example Michael Chion said that “any silence makes us feel exposed”[footnoteRef:2] so that is one way silence could affect the audience. Throughout the essay I will be referencing to film composers, silent films and films that use silence to convey emotions.  [1:  Goodreads.com. (2018). Susan Sontag Quotes (Author of On Photography). [online] Available at: https://www.goodreads.com/author/quotes/7907.Susan_Sontag [Accessed 13 Dec. 2018].]  [2:  Chion, M. (2006). Eyes wide shut. London: BFI Publishing.] 


The use of silence is a very interesting tactic in film and is used by many directors such as Martin Scorsese. In his films it is used in key scenes to highlight the audiences awareness and ensures that they focus on the movement of the scene itself. For his film Raging Bull,  Martin Scorsese credits sound editor Frank Warner for deciding to use silence rather than sound during the boxing scene. The effect of using silence in this scene portrays the effect of being punched in the ear multiple times and the use of silence also gives the scene a “numbing effect”[footnoteRef:3]. In other films, the silence provides the dramatic effect of the scenes such as in Goodfellas. The scene is an argument between Tommy and Henry, the silence happens after Tommy seems to insult Henry which leads the characters and audience to believe that this will lead to violence. But the silence is followed by a comedic relief which would leave the audience surprised after the seconds of silence which caused tension. The silence in Martin Scorsese’s films seems to be an effect that runs through most of his films, the silence is mostly used when the character is about to make an important decision, therefore it highlights it and brings the audience’s attention to an important part in the characters journey.  Although, Walter Murch says that “the perfect sound film doesn’t have any tracks”[footnoteRef:4], I don’t agree with this statement due to the fact that Martin Scorsese uses the use of silence sparingly which causes it to have a bigger effect in the film, creating shock and highlights the moment more. Many directors, not just Martin Scorsese use these silent moments by using perceived silence. This type of silence is used to describe the noise which you would hear if no one was talking and the background noise would take over. The use of perceived silence is functional is it gives the audience time to concentrate on what is happening on screen and it often relaxes the audience if it follows a scene that contains lots of sound and is loud.  [3:  YouTube. (2018). Martin Scorsese - The Art of Silence. [online] Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NUrTRjEXjSM [Accessed 13 Dec. 2018].]  [4:  Fffyeah.com. (2018). Walter Murch – Silence is frightening | FUNFAIRFILMS. [online] Available at: http://www.fffyeah.com/en/walter-murch-silence-is-frightening/ [Accessed 13 Dec. 2018].] 


City lights is a silent romantic comedy that was produced by and starred Charlie Chaplin. The film focuses on the life of a tramp who saves a millionaire's life by stopping him from commiting suicide. The story follows the tramp as he gets to enjoy a lavish lifestyle for a while and while doing this he meets a blind girl, who is about to regain her sight which he is scared of as she will see him for who he really is. The scene I have decided to focus on is the ending scene which includes music by Jose Padilla and is orchestrated by Arthur Johnston and Alfred Newman . As the scene begins, the tramp looks sad and the music emulates this as it includes a slow melody including string instruments which evokes the emotion of sadness and loneliness. The tramps movements in this scene mirror this, as he is slowly walking as if he has nowhere to go and is embarrassed as two paper boys throw things at him, causing the character to feel small which the music conveys. The music then goes silent as the tramp spots a flower in a gutter, which floods back memories of the blind flower girl who he thinks he will never see again. The melody and mood changes and the strings almost have a romantic melody but still represents the feeling of longing and loneliness. As the Tramp turns to face the flower girl who he has been looking for the music stops and the melody changes again and includes harps and pianos which gives the scene  romantic feel and also highlights the feeling of relief that the tramp has now that he has found her. As the flower girl begins to remember the tramp by the touch of his hand, the scene goes silent and then the music slows down and only features strings, I believe that this is a way to show that the woman is beginning to remember and to convey the feeling of time slowing down. Although the late silent films do not feature complete or perceived silence, It does not feature any dialogue therefore the movement of the actors and choice of music conveys the emotion of the film. As John Cage said “ there is always something to see, something to hear. In fact, try as we may, we cannot”[footnoteRef:5], this quote highlights the point that dialogue is not the only important function in film and that movement and music can also convey emotion and portray a story just as well.  [5:   Cage, J. and Kass, R. (2011). The sight of silence. Roanoke, Va.: Taubman Museum of Art.] 


Saving Private Ryan is a war film directed by Steven Spielberg and includes music by John Williams. The scene that I will be focusing on from the film is the Omaha Beach scene and discussing why the use of silence is so effective. The scene begins with the diegetic sound of the sea, which almost gives a calming feel which is why the audience is shocked by the amount of sound that is to come. The harsh sound of bullets fills the screen and creates a tense atmosphere, this is followed by the sound of under water. The silence is the total opposite of the loud noise of the bullets, which is affective as it will shock the audience and make them concentrate on what is going on in the scene. The scene as a whole is very loud and contains diegetic and non diegetic sounds that will keep the audience entertained but the small silences in this scene is what makes it tense and realistic. The sounds in the scene become muted, for me this makes the scene more realistic as the bullets and bombs would be so loud that it would make the characters ears ring. By removing the sound it gives the audience a chance to look at the horrific scenes on the screen, just as the character is scanning his environment. This not only emerses the audience as to what is going on, but also highlights the horrific sights that they are seeing.  As Soleme Voegelin said “silence is not the absence of sound but the beginning of listening”[footnoteRef:6] which highlights that getting rid of the loud noises makes the audience focus on the actions instead of being distracted.  [6:  Salomevoegelin.net. (2018). Home. [online] Available at: http://salomevoegelin.net/public_html/salomevoegelin.net/Home.html [Accessed 13 Dec. 2018].] 


[bookmark: _GoBack]Comparing silent films and the use of silence in modern films is interesting as although the outcome of the use of silence is the same the tactics to do so are different. For example, while music is the main focus of silent films, modern films decide on complete silence and rely on movement to enforce emotions or tension. But both are similar in the way that a lack of dialogue is needed to ensure that the use of silence is working. As Ludwig wittgenstein said “whereof one cannot speak, thereof one must listen”[footnoteRef:7] enforcing the point that although dialogue is useful, it is not needed to capture the audience's attention and emotions. While comparing the two films, both the music and muted sounds add emotional depth to the scenes. For example, in city lights the music creates emotion if it speeds up or slows down or even by choosing a specific instrument which can add emotional depth. Whereas, in Saving Private Ryan the silencing of the soldiers screams and cries only adds emotion to the scene as the audience are made to watch the action of crying or screaming which is more emotional than the noise. This is also seen being used in films such as Peter Jackson’s Lord of the Rings, where the characters cries are muted to convey more emotional depth. Also, the act of removing sound forces the audience to explore the gaps that the silence has created and create their own ideas and emotions toward the scene. The use of silence can also create the feeling of isolation, this is seen in not only these two films but in films such as the graduate.I believe that the use of silence does function in a sound-image relationship and does provide extra depth to the films when it is used. I also believe that the use of silence in film has improved over the years to create a more immersive experience when it is used sparingly. Although, I also believe that the use of music to convey emotion in film is also effective as using different types of instruments and melodies can change the way the audience perceives and watches a film. To conclude, I’d like to reference this quote by David Toop which says “silence is absence”. This quote to me is wrong as the use of silence in film can completely change a scene and give it more depth and realism.  [7:  Iep.utm.edu. (2018). Wittgenstein, Ludwig | Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy. [online] Available at: https://www.iep.utm.edu/wittgens/ [Accessed 13 Dec. 2018].] 
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