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E S S A Y

In the last decade technology has advanced at lightening speed.  There has been a significant 
rise in the development of different social media technologies in the first phase as the internet 
the purpose of which was to seek information.  This development has had an affect on all 
aspects of our lives.  It has invaded and affected all aspects of our social system ( political 
system, economical system, culture and educational system especially now with coronavirus).  
To start off with  Web 1.0 was the term used to refer  to websites allowing the used to access 
to information from around the world .  Then a period of development of interactive web 
space enabling the user not only to produce and share content but also to collaborate and 
interact with others in numerous ways from around the World.  There is no definition of 
social media in the education literature.  Comprehensive social media makes reference to all 
those digital platforms which enables the user to share, connect, communicate, collaborate, 
and interact virtual  platforms.   

In todays environment with coronavirus and educational establishments closed teachers are 
forced to use the social media platforms to educate children at home daily.  Students of all 
ages and different social and economic backgrounds are using social media informally to 
connect with others outside of their homes.  It is debatable with scholars and educators the 
possibilities of using social media as an educational tool should be explored.  It is said that 
although social media supports and creates an informal learning environment ,  it can still be 
used to enhance the teaching-learning process.  Specific characteristic  of constructivist 
learning  environment is its ability to provide meaningful problem-solving environment and 
learners’ control in the teaching-learning process.   Use of social media allows the students to 
explore  a number  of resources and in this way making the problems encountered by them 
can be solved individually as well as collaboratively.  When using social media, learners 
control  can be  ensured in terms of the content learners wish to research.

Social media tools can prove to be beneficial in the formal learning  environment as well as 
informal learning environment.  In a formal classroom structure different  social media tools 
can be used to share various resources together to carry on discussions on various topics of 
interest. It allows the learners to post their queries and to clear any doubts that they may have.  
In the informal learning structure  these tools can be used by individuals to acquire 
information on  various topics  and to connect with individuals  with similar interest like 
Pinterest or etsy.  With the help of these tools there is the possibility to connect with 
marginalised section of the society.  So in a way it promotes social equity as it provided 
opportunities of learning to all.

Learning through social media takes on a virtual platform.  These platforms are characterised 
with the help of text, sound, pictures, and video format.  These formats make the entire 
learning process very attractive to the learner.  Research has shown that social media has the 
potential  to increase academic achievements as the learners are more involved in the learning 
process.  

There is an ongoing debate in education establishments  as to whether use of social media 
refines or diminishes the social values and attitudes in the learners.  Use of social media 
definitely enables the learners to work independently and collaborate with others  in their 
learning.    In the process the students and children learn basic mannerisms of the 
communication.  Social Media can be used as a platform where students learn to refine their social skills virtually. 

Blueprint is the ultimate community platform for  anyone that loves to create.  Stream 
thousands of crafting stream to learn a craft (or inspired to take up crafting during the 
coronavirus).  Dig into 20 fabulous recipes on Efficient Weeknight Cooking and Real Life 
Cooking.   Drawing can be self -care break you’ve been looking for (even if you don’t 
consider yourself  an ‘artist’).  This will be transmitted live on YouTubeto help  you get 
started and answer your questions.  Plus, they will stream an episode from her 7days of 
drawing class.  It is call Live Creating Calm .  

Turn a plain Jute rug into  a one-of-a-kind abstract piece – all you need is a little paint. 
Designer Kate Zaremba will help you design, prep and create your dream space.   Crochet 
you own stuffed animals with confidence.   Slow days at home (like present day 
environment) the perfect time to dive into slow fashion!  Learn designer and slow fashion 
pioneer  Natalie Chanin’ signature methods for embellishment hand-sewn garments.  Watch 
free through April 16th.  Like embellishment on flapper dresses, ‘t’shirts.  You and the 
grandchildren  can stitch the cutest pouch for all their craft supplies with simple stitching and 
a little bit of craft glue.

Quote of the Day Posted on April 16th by jjnl

“Neoliberalism shrinks public budgets: solutionism shrinks public imagination.  The 
solutionist mandate is to convince the public that the only legitimate use of digital 
technologies is to disrupt and revolutionise everything but the central institution of modern 
life.
                                                                                Evgeny Motozov

How to plan the content of blogging.  

Use the wonderful Little Outlander created by Dave Winer – Everything a tool should be – 
lightweight, always on (runs in the browser) and agile.

Dave was the author of the first great outliner – Think Tank for the Apple  Macintosh.

An  outliner is really a tool for thinking with.  One of the great ideas Microsoft had when 
creating  PowerPoint was to build into it an ‘outliner’ mode which allowed one to focus on 
the flow of the argument rather than fiddling with the slides.   The ‘solutions’ for 
coronavirus take the surveillance state to the next level.

Sobering and perceptive essay by Evgenyu Morozon.  

He’s long been a critic of a particular Silicon Valley ideology “solutionism” – the belief for 
every problem, social or otherwise, there is a technical solution.  But solution  has 
transcended its origins in Silicon Valley and now shapes the thinking of our ruling elites.  In 
its simplest form, it holds that because there is no alternative (or time or funding),  the best 
we can do is to apply digital plasters to the damage.  Solutionists deploy technology to avoid 
politics; they advocate “post-idealogical” measures that keep the wheels of global turning.  
Morozon sees solutionism and neoliberalism as a sinister pair of ideological twins.  If 
neoliberalism is proactive ideology, solutionism is reactive on it disarms, disables and 
discards any political alternatives.  Neoliberlism shrinks public budgets; solutionism  shrinks 
public imagination.  The Solutionist mandate is to convince the public that the only legitimate 
use of digital technologies is to disrupt and revolutionise everything but the central institution 
of modern life  - the market.
Tech Review  - Why does it suddenly feel like 1999 on the internet again.

A review of studies that have examined the integration of Web 2.0 tools into E-Learning 2.0 
within built environment educational programmes is undertaken.   An analysis of studies 
undertaken reveals five core themes can be derived: (1) Students using Web 2.0 demonstrate 
the capability for effective learning; (2) Skills learned via Web 2.0 can be transferred  to the 
work place and untrained tasks;  (3) limited research  has compared learning in conventional 
E-Learning and Web2.0 environments; (4) E-Learning 2.0 enables social learning process to 
take place, and (5) the shift from eLearning 1.0 (Web1.0Based) to E-Learning 2.0 (2.0 based) 
requires not only a technological shift, but also a  fundamental shift in the way knowledge is 
socially constructed and shared.  Future concerns and challenges are identified in order to 
become the integration of the E-Learning 2.0 experience with Web 2.0 tools.

Management of Universities in Ghana have established good rationale for embracing e-
Learning  as a new paradigm of educational delivery, and have demonstrated commitment by 
investing and building technology infrastructure necessary for  e-learning.  However, the 
approach to  evaluate the institutional context as guide to e-learning implementation remains 
a problem .  In the absence of standards for evaluation to guide the implementation process, 
this research investigated management approaches to facilitating e-learning implemented  a leading university in Ghana.  On order to gain depth into
 understanding activities that support e-learning, a pilot scheme was conducted.  This was 
used  to refine the research instruments. 

The research paper demonstrated that by using dimensional tools to establish procedure gaps 
in e-learning   implementation, the short and long term strategic plans were in perspective.  
The tools show how the university  were moving from current practices of educational 
delivery to e-learning.  

Universities with problems as discussed in the paper may achieve success by assembling an  
implementation teams and a leader, determining the appropriate learning technology, clearly 
outlining the process of implementation and having an ongoing evaluation process to 
institutionalise the innovative e-learning approach.  The policy and strategy document show 
the   institutional position must include the pedagogical goals, infrastructure requirements, 
evaluation, collaboration and stakeholder, quality control, technical support, budget and 
funding and resource planning.  The implementation of e-learning in an African University is 
examined.  Management’s goals and perceptions of the e-learning  implementation are 
discussed.  A set of dimensions are suggested to evaluate an e-learning implementation.  This 
is just an example  of the difficulties of establishing a e-learning. Complex.

Weller – Learning 1.0 and Learning 2.0  -   Digitalisation of relevant content online  social 
networks.  The range and variety of content via Twitter, blogs, news feed, Instagram and 
Linkedin.  Have your own practices, whether as a learner or as a  digital scholar, changed as a 
result of the same three areas of impact of the internet.  Weller hardly mentions VLEs like 
Moodle in his chapter, instead focusing on the potential of technology that is  ‘fast, cheap and 
out of control’.  Weller mentions that it might influence teaching and teachers in universities 
or colleges more directly than usage of a VLE.  Weller comments on the indirect impact of 
digital scholarship in terms of the digital scholar being defined less by their institution and 
more by the networks they belong to and their online  identify.   It all depends on the 
reputation of the institution and how they teach the subjects and support the students.

The “elevator pitch” is always difficult for academics, who prefer (Wellers opinion)to take 
their time to explain things in depth and give all sides to an argument.

It is about how using technology like the internet, personal blog, Twitter, Facebook, 
Linkedin, Instagram etc., and Wikipedia is changing the way people work.  School projects 
and completed with use of social media and identify subjects related to nature.  

Personally you have collected knowledge, experience, new skills, make new friendships.  
Using new technologies to explore what the advent of technologies, which offer new ways of 
communicating, collaborating and creating knowledge, mean for higher education.  It keeps 
you interested in new developments and might be useful to share some experiences with the 
likes of Young Farmers Clubs and The Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award.  The afore 
mentioned will help if you suffer from any mental health issues.

A Tale of Two Books highlights  how technology has been developed and the process of 
writing books has changed.   A list below of the tools and resources available to write books.
Books – they are accessed via college library but increasingly as e-books and audiobooks.
E-journals – the university library has access to a wide range of databases, but  also make frequent use of others through tools such as , Google scholar, Facebook  response and Linkedin.
Delicious/social bookmarking – such sites as Pinterest, Craftsy, Entrepreneur and Hochanda, together with forage for information in the bookmarks of people you know and trust, who make their collections available.
Blogs  -  You can subscribe to numerous blogs mainly Google Reader, but in addition can be cited and use post from other blogs.
YouTube, Twitter, Facebook, Wikipedia, Slideshare, icloud, Messenger and other sites,  Text is no the only medium for sharing now, and for certain subjects these Web 2.0 services offer useful starting points, or overviews, as well as insightful comments.
Social networking – Twitter, Facebook network is especially useful for gaming feedback, asking for suggestions and, on a daily basis, as  filter and collection mechanism for sharing resources.
Google Alerts  Set up notifications or  alerts for a key phrase which would then provide you with daily updates on new content containing keywords.  Allows you to find new resources, track conversations and stay abreast of field which changes daily like updates on coronavirus.
Seminars and Conferences – Eventbrite is a platform which sends you notifications about seminars and conferences which you have  shown interest in attending.
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