Sophia Crewe

Assessment 1 – Alternative Spirituality Website Critique

The website I have chosen to assess for this critique is the website for the Findhorn Foundation[footnoteRef:13473]. The Findhorn Foundation is a movement that I have not previously been introduced to, or researched myself. As result of this, I believe that this will be helpful in my critique of this website, as it allows me to assess the website's ability to inform almost every member of the public, including those that are new to the concept of this way of life, like myself. I was also instantly drawn to the Findhorn Foundation's origin story which was easily found through a link entitled 'About' on the website's homepage. I feel that this led me to be more invested and interested in the Findhorn Foundation's website. From the website I have found out that the Findhorn Foundation is a spiritual community that is named after the coastal village Findhorn in north-east Scotland[footnoteRef:4563], while the fact that it is a foundation informs me that this is a charity. This website critique will assess the Findhorn Foundation website's accessibility and aesthetic, as well as assessing the website's content and what effect it will have on its audience.   

As aforementioned, I was easily able to locate the website's 'About' section on the Findhorn Foundation's homepage. This section gave me an insight into the Findhorn Foundation's history and origins[footnoteRef:9996], founders, and founding principles. I believe this was a good introduction to the movement, and outlined the essence of the Findhorn Foundation. Through this page I found that the Findhorn Foundation was founded by Eileen and Peter Caddy, and Dorothy Maclean, unintentionally, in 1962. The website's 'History' section on the 'About' page describes how the founders' spirituality led them to work with nature to survive in times of hardship, and how this has influenced their founding principles which appear to be integral to this movement, even today as these are discussed in depth, under their own section on the Foundation's 'About' page. These founding principles include: 'inner listening', which can be practiced through activities such as being in nature or meditation; the idea that 'work is love in action' which is described as being 'an opportunity to bring our whole selves and our highest love into the practical business of everyday life.'; and finally, what appears to be most prominent due to the aesthetic of the Findhorn Foundation is 'co-creation with the intelligence of nature', where the planet is described as being 'alive and aware'[footnoteRef:17211]. As someone who is looking at this website with no prior knowledge as to what the Findhorn Foundation is, I believe this gives an adequately detailed description about the central beliefs of the Findhorn Foundation, and I feel it has provided me with a reasonable understanding of the ideas held by those who live within this spiritual community and practice its teachings. 

Another feature of this website is the frequently asked questions page titled 'FAQs'[footnoteRef:8834] which can be located on the 'About' section under 'Information'. I feel that this page is a useful feature which is used as an opportunity to answer basic questions that visitors of the page may have regarding issues surrounding the Findhorn Foundation. I also feel that it is helpful that this page is also used as an opportunity to offer further informational literature regarding the Findhorn Foundation, which opens an avenue to further reading into life at the spiritual community, and issues surrounding its core beliefs. In addition to this, the website also provides a contact number and email at the top of the screen, which allows for the Findhorn Foundation to be contacted directly. I think that overall, the website's content offers adequate information for visitors of the website to gain a greater understanding of life at the Findhorn Foundation. I also think that the more direct points of contact provided by the website such as a contact number and an email address could be incredibly valuable to those wishing to obtain further information regarding the Findhorn Foundation. 

In regards to appearance and aesthetic of the website I think that it is important to note that the website appears to be fairly simple in its design. It offers plenty of information on each page, but I believe it could be made more exciting and appealing to visitors of the website. That is not to say that its simple design is off-putting and unattractive however, I just believe the design of the website could do more to provoke ideas of an eco-friendly lifestyle, as opposed to its current design featuring a theme of blue and orange which feels slightly corporate, as I feel a greener theme may appear more attractive to those visitors that are more interested in its central ideas of nature and eco-friendliness. On the other hand, this does not make the website inaccessible to the average visitor of the Findhorn Foundation's website. In fact, I believe that the website is helpful, and well signposted in its navigational features. Each page is easy to navigate through a series of easily understandable and helpfully named hyperlinks. I feel that this may encourage visitors to the page to read more about the Findhorn Foundation through its website. As a new visitor to the website I found it a simple task to read about various aspects of the Findhorn Foundation through its website, and I feel this made my browsing experience more pleasant, giving me a positive impression of the Findhorn Foundation. Another issue that presented itself however was the heading 'Facebook' which I assume should have been a link to the Findhorn Foundation's Facebook page, however, the page was lacking a link to the aforementioned Facebook page, creating an obstacle for visitors of the page wishing to contact the Findus Foundation, or gain a better insight into life in this spiritual community via Facebook. However, the opportunity to contact the Findhorn Foundation directly via telephone or email is available, as previously discussed.
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The website offers information on how to travel to the community, with listed distances from major locations such as London and Inverness, which may help visitors plan their journey to the Findhorn Foundation's community. In addition to this, there is advice on how to travel to the community by air, bus, and train. There are even useful taxi contact numbers should people need them that are available on the Findhorn Foundation's 'Visit' page. A link to nearby B&Bs is also accessible via the Findhorn Foundation's website[footnoteRef:20026]. I feel that most people travelling to the Findhorn community may find this helpful and comforting. Because of this, I believe that this website is aimed at newer and potential members of the Findhorn Foundation, as it seems to be a comprehensive and helpful guide regarding how to travel to the community. This may be very encouraging and reassuring to newer members. 

Overall, I believe that although the Findhorn Foundation is a new concept to me, I feel that the foundation's website allowed me to gain a greater understanding into the core beliefs and history of the community, as well as giving me an insight into the contemporary Findhorn community. While there are small problems such as the lack of a Facebook link despite a section dedicated to the label 'Facebook'; and the fact that the blue and orange design left a little to be desired; I can see how the website is accessible and attractive to new visitors of the website, as it is easy to navigate, accessible to most readers, and provides a narrative of the history and origins of the Findhorn Foundation and how the experiences of the founders Peter and Eileen Caddy, and Dorothy Maclean, influenced the core principles of this spiritual community.  Ultimately, I think this website could be attractive to visitors of the Findhorn Foundation's website, as it is easy to navigate, provides ample information regarding the history of the Findhorn spiritual community and its community in the present, it addresses basic questions of new visitors while providing an opportunity to directly contact the Findhorn Foundation, as well as seeming open to visitors by providing helpful information for people who wish to plan a visit to the spiritual community of Findhorn.  
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