	Write an Object Biography of an artefact that you consider to be an example of Celtic
Art.



The Celts were an Indo-European people who once inhabited a majority of the European continent, spanning from the Iberian Peninsula to the Balkans and the British Isles. In the modern day, the term ‘Celtic’ is used to refer to the six ‘Celtic countries’ of Wales, Scotland, Ireland, Cornwall, the Isle of Man and Brittany. Evidence for the Celtic art style can be found in the La Tène culture, first identified in an archaeological site of the same name in Switzerland, that emerged in the middle of the 5th century B.C.E, where trade with the Etruscans in Italy was becoming predominant. This culture spread alongside the Celts, following them with their migrations to the British Isles and eastern Europe[footnoteRef:31433] until coming to an end in the mid-1st century B.C.E when the Celts lost their independence due to Roman expansion.[footnoteRef:7903] [31433:  Celt, Encyclopaedia Britannica, https://www.britannica.com/topic/Celt-people]  [7903:  La Tène, Encyclopaedia Britannica, https://www.britannica.com/place/La-Tene#ref111430] 

[bookmark: _Int_ZqjbQkMt][bookmark: _Int_XwcNyaid][bookmark: _Int_IPHExjso]The La Tène art style replaced that of the previous Halstatt culture. The majority of examples of this style of artwork can be found in small-scale work, such as jewellery and household utensils and it demonstrates a preference for S-shapes, spirals, soft and fluid forms over stiff geometric patterns. This fluidity meant that it was common to see the inclusion of plant motifs and animalistic representations worked into the ornamentations.[footnoteRef:11395] [footnoteRef:19590] Human faces were also a popular motif; however, they were often distorted almost completely beyond recognition and complete human figures were rarely represented, and where they were, they were heavily stylised.[footnoteRef:12688] An example of the La Tène style can be found in the Snettisham Great Torc. A torc is a type of jewellery found in a number of cultures from Iron Age Europe, including the Celts, which would have been worn around a person's neck. Some torcs were made to form a complete ring when worn, however in Britain and Ireland, torcs often had a centre gap and two circular terminals on either side[footnoteRef:7300] (such as the Great Torc from Snettisham, pictured below). [11395:  La Tène, Encyclopaedia Britannica]  [19590:  Bernhard Maier, “The Celts, A History from Earliest Times to the Present”, (Edinburgh University Press, 2017), pp.36-37]  [12688:  Simon James, “Exploring the World of the Celts”, (Thames & Hudson, 2005) p. 106]  [7300:  https://bigbookoftorcs.com/torc-faqs/] 

[image: ]
(Image from The British Museum, published to the World History Encyclopedia)
[bookmark: _Int_mRo9X4nQ]The Snettisham Great Torc is an extremely elaborate gold torc that was discovered as a part of a burial hoard in a field at Ken Hill in Snettisham, Norfolk, in 1950 after the field was ploughed. This area overall has held a number of burial hoards, others of which were found in the same field in 1948 and 1990. The torc was buried alongside other jewellery pieces such as a bracelet, and was also buried with a coin which suggested the hoard was buried sometime around the year 75 B.C.E.[footnoteRef:18195] The Great Torc was purchased by the British Museum, and it was placed on display in London. Physically, the Great Torc is remarkably well crafted, and is made up of over a kilogram of gold mixed with silver and consists of 64 tiny threads woven into 8 ropes that were then twisted together to create the C-shaped body and the terminals that are attached to either end of the ropes were cast in moulds and then welded onto the ropes.[footnoteRef:25220] The overall quality of the Torc, as well as the other pieces found in Snettisham hoard (along with other hoards in the same area) are of a high enough standard and value to suggest that they possibly belonged to the royalty of the Iceni tribe,[footnoteRef:16692] a Celtic tribe that once occupied the territory that is now modern-day Norfolk and Suffolk.[footnoteRef:26446] [18195:  The British Museum, “The Great Torc from Snettisham”]  [25220:  The British Museum, “The Great Torc from Snettisham”]  [16692:  The British Museum, “The Snettisham Treasure”]  [26446:  Iceni, Encyclopaedia Britannica, https://www.britannica.com/topic/Iceni] 

Other torcs of similar design to Snettisham’s Great Torc have also been discovered, with one example being the Sedgeford torc, which was discovered in 1965 at a field in Sedgeford, Norfolk. Like the Great Torc, the Sedgeford torc also consisted of a C-shaped body of woven and twisted golden threads with two embossed circular terminals welded onto the ends.[footnoteRef:5593] For another example, there is the Newark torc, discovered in 2005 in Newark-on-Trent with the same fundamental design: golden threads woven together and two embossed terminals.[footnoteRef:10391] However, these torcs are much lighter than Snettisham’s Great Torc, for example the Sedgeford torc weighs only 117 grams, roughly ten times less than the Great Torc. [5593:  Brailsford, J. W. 1971. ‘The Sedgeford Torc’, The British Museum Quarterly, 35.1/4: 16 <https://doi.org/10.2307/4423067>]  [10391:  https://www.newarkguide.co.uk/thenewarktorc] 
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(Left: Newark torc, Right: Sedgeford torc)
The fact that each of these torcs share the same design shows that the style they employ was a popular and widespread style of the period, and the embossments found on the terminals of the torcs follow the same design principles found with the La Tène style; the embossments all follow the smooth and fluid designs, and on the Sedgeford torc, the embossments even somewhat resemble vines with leaves. In theory, it could even be said that the spiralling pattern created from the woven gold threads/ropes is also an element of the La Tène style with their fluid motions.
[bookmark: _Int_jg3C8sTO]In regard to the Great Torc, the embossed designs on the terminals do not seem to consist of any plant or animal designs and simply consists of smooth dancing lines across its surface. In between these lines there are small, chased hatch work patterns that otherwise contrasts the smooth gold of the torcs body.
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(Image from the British Museum, focused on the Great Torc’s terminal)
These details found on the Great Torc are remarkably fine and the quality of the handiwork demonstrate an exceptional level of talent, showing that the torc was produced by someone who was a highly skilled artisan. The high quality of this piece of work was what gave reason behind the previously mentioned idea that the Torc belonged to a person of royalty.
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