


The patterns between UK immigration and criminal behaviours poses a complex area of study as well as a variety of opinions amongst British society (Bell., et al 2013). With the everchanging landscape of immigration across the world, there has been an increase in the number of individuals who seek to live in the United Kingdom. Every individual has their own personal reasons for wanting to make the change to the UK, whether it be fleeing from war, coming to study, migrants coming for work, or seeking a better quality of life overall (Vargas et al., 2020). A critical analysis reveals that the connection between immigration and criminal behaviours is often influenced by numerous social factors, economic factors, integration processes, and public discourse (Aliverti, 2020). Aliverti (2020) also claims that immigrants can contribute significantly to the UK, just as well as UK residents, but there are certain narratives and stereotypes that have linked immigration to criminality. This assignment aims to look into these narratives linking immigrants coming into the UK to crime and see if they can be warranted by looking into case studies and statistical data. Communities where immigrants have settled will also be touched upon, seeing what influence immigration has had there. Laws that are there to protect both immigrants and residents of the UK will also be touched upon, giving an equal level of though for both sides.

In the UK, the concepts of race, religion, and diversity are integral to societal dynamics (Fletcher et al., 2023). As time as gone on, there has been an increase in the diversity of different races and religions in the population of the UK. Race is seen as a concept that involves both biology and societal construction. It showcases the diversity of ethnicities but also exposes issues tied to discrimination all over the world. Religion includes a wide range of beliefs, adding to the nation's religious variety. Immigration contributes to this diversity, praised for cultural contributions but sometimes can be linked to crime. When mixed with criminal behaviours, it may cause tensions and allows people to easily stereotype certain religions and races with crime (Minhas et al., 2018). Understanding these concepts is important for grasping their connection with immigration and crime in the UK. Many people who come into the country, are of different ethnic background, or religion. 

In the year ending June 2023, there were 52,530 reported cases of illegal immigrants entering the UK, marking a 17% increase from the previous year (Gov.UK, 2023). Notably, 85% of these individuals arrived by boat, while others resorted to alternative illegal methods for transportation. The influx of immigrants each year has contributed to the perpetuation of negative stereotypes across various aspects. According to Charsley (2016), many of these stereotypes are rooted in "internalised racism," potentially stemming from individuals' upbringing. One prevailing stigma in the UK associates immigrants with crime. Despite global data indicating that immigrants generally engage in criminal activities at slightly lower rates than the native-born population, media and political discussions worldwide often portray immigrants as uniquely prone to criminal behaviour (Stageman, 2020). The recent surge in immigration has resulted in diverse racial and religious communities coexisting in the same areas. A notable example is Birmingham, where the Muslim population stands at 29.9% (Office for National Statistics, 2021). While immigration has significantly shaped communities over the years, a considerable number of Muslims in Birmingham are now British-born citizens. However, despite their citizenship status, individuals from diverse backgrounds are often subjected to stereotypes, particularly concerning crime. According to the UK Government (2022), statistics from 2021-2022 reveal that, for every 1000 people arrested, 21.2% were of black ethnicity, 11.7% were mixed race, and 9% were white. These figures contribute to the stereotype linking immigrants to crime in the UK. Importantly, it is crucial to note that many individuals of different races, even those implicated in crime, are likely to be born within the United Kingdom, making them UK citizens rather than immigrants or migrants. This aligns with Stageman's (2020) argument, suggesting that stereotyping towards immigrants is often misplaced, targeting UK citizens of diverse ethnic backgrounds instead.

In the United Kingdom, the relationship between immigration and criminal behaviours can be showcased through the many different sociological and criminological theories (Rex, 2020). Sociologically, the assimilation theory posits that immigrants undergo a process of gradual integration into the cultural and societal norms of their new country (Platt, 2016). This assimilation is believed to influence various aspects of their lives, including their engagement in criminal activities. As the theory suggests that as immigrants adapt to the dominant culture, their likelihood of involvement in criminal behaviour may change, influenced by factors such as language acquisition, social connections, and cultural assimilation. As immigrants become proficient in the language of the host society, they gain better access to economic opportunities, education, and social networks (Jingtao, 2022). This increased integration may contribute to a reduction in criminal involvement, as individuals find legitimate ways to fulfil their needs and aspirations within the framework of the host countries culture. Conversely, the social disorganisation theory comes to the conclusion that high immigrant populations in particular countries can lead to social instability and increased crime due to weakened community bonds (Lymperopoulou et al., 2022). Criminological perspectives delve into the socio-economic factors influencing criminal behaviours, emphasising the role of inequality, deprivation, and opportunity structures. 
The social disorganisation theory states that it may be difficult for communities with a substantial immigrant intake to form and preserve strong social bonds. A number of variables, including language hurdles, cultural disparities, and the migratory nature of immigrant communities, might contribute to this breakdown in community cohesion (Shankley et al., 2023). Another theory that can be used is Strain theory. Created by Robert Merton, this theory asserts that disparities in opportunities may drive individuals, including immigrants, toward criminal paths (Agnew, 2020). 

Over time a variety of variables have impacted the historical trajectory of attitudes towards immigration and criminal activity in the United Kingdom, many of these changes being substantial (Panayi, 2014). Several responses occurred in the past when a large number of immigrants immigrated to the UK. People's cultural sentiments, the political climate, and the state of the economy were all major factors in this (Doty, 1996). Doty (1996), also claims that negative perceptions were associated with immigrants linking them to criminal activity often. This was believed to come from a place of panic, where UK residents were worried about the increased competition for job roles with the surge of people coming into the country. Over time, as the rate of immigration has increased, perspectives have vastly changed due to new diverse societal dynamics. The post-World War II era witnessed an influx of migrants, contributing to a more multicultural society. With the heavy casualties from the war, it was an opportunity for people across the world to come into the UK, filling in the void job roles left after the war (Hatton, 2005). Policy changes, such as the Race Relations Acts (1976), aimed at combating discrimination, reflecting a shift towards inclusivity. In contemporary times, global interconnectedness and increased awareness of human rights have further shaped attitudes.

Within the United Kingdom, numerous sets of acts and legislations have been put in place to safeguard the rights and overall protection of immigrants, whilst also ensuring the security of the nation (Bevan, 2022). The Human Rights Act (1998), which incorporates the European Convention on Human Rights into UK law, guarantees fundamental rights to all individuals, regardless of their immigration status (Cameron, 2021). The Immigration Act 2014 establishes rules governing immigration, including provisions for asylum seekers and refugees, and the Equality Act 2010 adds to the protection of immigrants by combating discrimination based on characteristics such as race or religion. Alongside these acts, laws exist to uphold the security and interests of the UK as a whole. The Immigration Control Act 2020 empowers authorities to sanction individuals involved in any human rights abuses, ensuring that the UK does not harbour those responsible for such crimes. The Counter-Terrorism and Border Security Act (2019) provides tools to combat terrorism, carefully balancing security measures to immigrants entering the UK, with a commitment to upholding their individual rights and to allow them to be respected (Colegate, 2020). These legal UK frameworks/laws aim to protect both immigrants and the general population, with the intent on fairness for both sides. Keeping this balance requires regular checks and changes to adapt to challenges and uphold justice and human rights principles.

The London Bridge incident in June 2017, involving Rachid Redouane, a Moroccan-born asylum seeker, exemplifies a distressing event that may potentially contribute to the reinforcement of negative stereotypes surrounding immigrants and crime in the UK. In the horrible events that occurred, where 8 people were killed and up to 48 individuals injured, it set off a huge stigma surrounding immigrants in the UK (Black, 2019). However, it is crucial to approach such incidents with a broad perspective. Firstly, the incident highlights the importance of distinguishing between the actions of individuals and broader immigrant communities. While Redouane's actions were undeniably tragic, attributing such actions to an entire group of immigrants oversimplifies complex issues and perpetuates harmful stereotypes. It is essential to recognise the diversity within immigrant populations and avoid generalisations that can lead to these types of stigmatisations (Charsley, 2016). Furthermore, the incident prompts a discussion on the intersection of immigration, crime, and terrorism. Instances like the London Bridge attack can fuel fear and contribute to the perception that immigrants, particularly asylum seekers, pose a threat to public safety. This underscores the need for a comprehensive understanding of the factors leading to criminal behaviour, including socio-economic conditions, mental health, and geopolitical factors, rather than solely focusing on immigration status (Bowling et al., 2018). In the context of hate, the incident also raises questions about the potential for discriminatory attitudes towards immigrants. Hate crimes, fuelled by stereotypes and prejudices, can have a profound impact on targeted communities. Addressing hate requires not only a legal response but also efforts to challenge and change societal attitudes through education and awareness campaigns. As well as that, the London Bridge incident highlights the critical necessity for considerate police responses to hate crime situations and the need to avoid generalising about immigrant communities. In order to stop negative preconceptions from being spread, it emphasises how crucial it is to separate individual acts from larger groups and acknowledge the diversity among immigrant populations (Charsley, 2016). Following occurrences such as the attack on the London Bridge, authorities have a responsibility to ensure that the public is informed accurately while avoiding the reinforcement of negative preconceptions that may result in stigma associating immigrants with crime (Bowling et al., 2018).

In conclusion, careful analysis is necessary given the complex connection between criminal activity and immigration to the UK. Immigration is a complicated issue, as evidenced by its changing global affairs, such as wars and the many other reasons people may seek to live in the UK. Assimilation and social disorganisation are two theories from sociology and criminology that provide opposing perspectives on how immigrant populations integrate. However, these theory’s allow for better understanding to why many immigrants in the UK result to committing crime. As well as that, the Human Rights Act (1998) and the Immigration Control Act (2020) are two examples of legislative frameworks that are vital to preserving the difficult balance between safeguarding national security and defending the rights of immigrants. Recognising the important contributions immigrants can bring to the UK is important, even in light of potential obstacles like the typical negative stigmas surrounding immigrants. Although it is fair to say that not all immigrants commit crime, negative stereotypes about UK immigration can possibly be supported with recent cases that have occurred in Britain. While unfortunate, it’s crucial to look at these stories critically, considering the broader positive contributions of immigrants and ensuring fair and balanced discussions about immigration in society.
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