From the twilight of Rome to the Dawn of Islam: The World of Late Antiquity (AD 235-632)
Session 1 workshop: Art and Architecture in Late Antiquity

[image: ]
Baths of Diocletian (hypothetical reconstruction)

In this workshop we will examine the way that art and architecture developed and transformed from the Severan period to the end of Antiquity (with a particular focus on material from the third and fourth centuries AD). Among the themes explored are religion, commemoration of the dead and architecture. A number of images have been included in this document, which you should examine while considering the questions that are connected with specific images (see below). See also below some suggestions for supplementary reading.

Scholarship to read:
If you want to explore these areas in greater depth, have a look at:
Elsner, J. 2018. The Art of the Roman Empire AD 100-450, 2nd edition. Oxford: Oxford University Press. [read chapters 1, 4, 6 and 8]


Images

Decorative tapestries 

[image: ]
Linen and wool tapestry from Egypt, fourth century AD. Dionysus and Ariadne (centre right), with various personifications and deities under arcades. Framents of something perhaps originally 10 metres long. Likely either a wall-hanging or for a couch. 
[image: The Mediterranean region in Late Antiquity was the cradle of both Christian  and Islamic culture - Abegg-Stiftung] 
Close up image of Dionysus. 

How might we understand this textile object and the imagery on it? As alluding to cult activity, Dionysiac rites, or as an example of paideia [cultural education]?

Theme of religion 

[image: The Hinton St. Mary Mosaic, 4th century AD, found... at Found in Antiquity  | Mosaic, Century, Roman britain] 
[image: Hinton St Mary Mosaic – The Idle Woman] 
[image: Detail of Hinton St. Mary Mosaic with a Roundel of Bellerophon Slaying the  Chimera, circa 350 AD' Giclee Print | AllPosters.com] 
These mosaic images come from Hinton St Mary Roman villa, Dorset (fourth century AD). Who do you think the central figure is on the top and middle image? How can you tell who it is? What scene in being represented in the bottom (third) image? Does anything strike you as interesting about the juxtaposition of this imagery? 

[image: Mosaic "Baby Dionysos in Hermes lap", House of Aion, Nea Paphos, - Dave's  Travelogues] 
This is a floor mosaic from Nea Paphos in Cyprus, ca. first half of the fourth century AD. Who do you think is the child being represented on the man’s lap on the right? Who do you think the man holding the child is? What resonance does this imagery have with another belief system?

[image: A computer screen capture

Description automatically generated with medium confidence]
Sarcophagus from Arles, ca. AD 320-335 [Now in the Musée de l’Arles et de la Provence
Antiques]
What do you think is being represented here? Does the image has any resonances with the one above? 
[image: Scala Archives - Search results - horus] [image: Limestone statuette of Isis lactans from Antinoe (fourth century CE);... |  Download Scientific Diagram] 
A colour and black and white imager from Antinoe, Egypt, ca. fourth century AD. Who do you think is being represented here?


Theme of Death and the afterlife

[image: Alcestis in Front of Hercules and Cerberus, Via Latina Catacomb, Rome,  Italy' Giclee Print - | Art.com | Romanesque art, Roman art, Catacombs]
This image is from the Via Latina catacomb in Rome, ca. third quarter of the fourth century AD. The scene represents Hercules leading Alcestis back to Admetus. It sits within a complex that has many frescos with Christian art. What do you think the significance and symbolism is of this image? 

[image: File:Roman - Sarcophagus with Dionysus and Ariadne - Walters 2337.jpg -  Wikimedia Commons]
Marble sarcophagus, Rome, ca. second century AD. Scene represents Dionysus (his head since heavily damaged) with his entourage of Maenads and Satyrs, approaching a sleeping Ariadne on Naxos. We cannot know precisely what this imagery meant to the deceased and their family, but what possibilities are there?
[image: The Jonah Sarcophagus]
Marble “frieze” sarcophagus from Rome, ca. last quarter of the third century AD. What do you think is being represented here? What religious analogy may it have? 

[image: Late Antique and Early Christian Art Final Exam Flashcards | Quizlet]
Vault of arcosolium of Cubiculum C, Via Latina Catacomb, Rome, ca. AD 320.
Peacock in the niche; temptation of Adam just to the left; orant in prayer just to the right; further left, Jonah and the whale; further right, Jonah under the gourd; tondo, Good Shepherd represented as a child. 


Church architecture

[image: Basilica di Santa Maria Maggiore – Roma Luxury – THE BEST LUXURY IN ROME TO  HAVE VIP Tours and Shopping Experience when in Rome – Download App or Call  Us]
Church of Santa Maria Maggiore, Rome (AD 432-440). Unusually the entrance is at the East and the alter at the West. Triumphal arch belongs to the original building, the columns restored in 19th century. 

[image: Discover The Aventine Hill in Rome, Its Churches, Orange Garden and The  Knights Of Malta Keyhole] [image: Wooden relief of the crucifixion of Christ, door of Santa Sabina, Rome -  PICTURES FROM ITALY (Est. 2001)]
Church of Santa Sabina, Rome (AD 423-432).


[image: Glossary of Medieval Architecture:crossing]

Architectural features of a church / basilica.

Why do you think many early churches / basilicas took this form? How do you think that this facilitated ritual activity?  

[image: The dome of Diocletian's former mausoleum at Split] 
[image: Inside Diocletian's Palace: A Walking Tour in Split, Croatia | Walking  tour, Croatia, Mausoleum] 
Mausoleum of Diocletian at Split, Croatia, ca. AD 300-306. Now part of the Cathedral of Saint Dominus. Octagonal building, with a circular dome chamber. Columns from Egypt. Red granite at bottom, alternating grey granite and porphyry at the top. 

[image: GALERIUS, GAMZIGRAD AND THE POLITICS OF ABDICATION] [image: ]
Hypothetical reconstruction of the Mausoleum of Galerius at Romuliana (modern Gamzigrad in eastern Serbia), the city in which the Tetrarch was born. 

[image: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/1/1b/Villa-fiori_092.jpg/250px-Villa-fiori_092.jpg] [image: C:\Users\Matthew\Desktop\St Helena.png] 
Plan and reconstruction of the mausoleum of Helena (mother of Constantine), and adjacent basilica of Saints Peter and Marcellinus, located on Via Casilina (a road running between Rome and Capua), ca. AD 330.

These round or octagonal “temple-tomb” style structures seem to have been popular with a number of the Tetrarchs. Consider how these might fit into the cultural-religious zeitgeist of the late third to early fourth century.
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