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	Student Self Evaluation Form



This section repeats in brief the common assessment criteria detailed on previous pages. The extent to which these are demonstrated by you determines your mark. Using these criteria, tick the box that best indicates the level of achievement you feel you have achieved with regard to each of them. 

	Common Assessment Criteria Applied
	Level of Achievement

	
	
REFER
	
3rd
	
2:2
	
2:1
	
1st
	
1st

	
	OUTRIGHT FAIL
	UNSATISFACTORY
	SATISFACTORY
	GOOD
	VERY GOOD
	EXCELLENT
	EXCEPTIONAL

	1. Subject Knowledge and Understanding (which includes using research-informed literature and knowledge and understanding of the subject)
	0-29%
	30-39%
	40-49%
	50-59%
	60-69%
	70-79%
	80-100%

	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	

	2. Intellectual Skills (Analysis)
	0-29%
	30-39%
	40-49%
	50-59%
	60-69%
	70-79%
	80-100%

	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	

	3. Pedagogic and Professional Applications
(Practical Application and Deployment)
	0-29%
	30-39%
	40-49%
	50-59%
	60-69%
	70-79%
	80-100%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	

	4. Key Transferable Skills
	0-29%
	30-39%
	40-49%
	50-59%
	60-69%
	70-79%
	80-100%

	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	


	PLEASE COMMENT ON AREAS IN WHICH YOU FEEL THAT YOU HAVE PERFORMED WELL 
	PLEASE COMMENT ON AREAS YOU FEEL THAT YOU NEED TO DEVELOP

	
I have attempted to use both material from lectures and wider reading to select appropriate strategies to develop learner’s creative skills.

	
Perhaps more criticality of the strategies.


	Student’s Name
	Elise Rees
	Date
	14.03.18




	Student’s Signature
	LEREES








Link to Video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2uYJZjuhxHs 



































Summary
Defining creativity is complex, the highly influential National Advisory Committee on Creative and Cultural Education define creativity as (1999:31) ‘Imaginative activity fashioned so as to produce outcomes that are both original and of value’. Adopted within educational policy and encompassing ideas shared by others, it provides a helpful starting point. Some of the myths surrounding creativity relate to ideas that only special people are creative, that creativity is only related to the arts and it can’t be taught, however a well-documented, robust body of research argues that every individual has creative abilities, provides a compelling argument that creativity is possible in all areas of human activity and that creativity can be taught (NACCCE, 1999).

According to Robinson (2015) and others, schools can stifle children’s imaginations, dampen their curiosity and kill their creativity, thus their creative potential is diminished. According to the NACCCE (1999) some of the negative influences include high levels of prescription in terms of content delivery, the teaching methods used by practitioners, the emphasis given to some subjects at the expense of others, and the importance afforded to summative assessments and measurable outcomes, can all inhibit teachers and children’s creative abilities. 
Following Donaldson’s review (2015) a paradigm shift is emerging within the educational landscape. Encompassed within this shift is a curriculum divided into Areas of Learning and Experience, underpinning the importance afforded to experiential learning. The status afforded to creativity within education is evident with one of Donaldson’s four purposes, that children should develop as: enterprising and creative contributors who are ready to play a full part in life and work. This highlights a fundamental importance for teachers, namely how they can teach for creativity, and provide learning experiences that develop their creativity rather than stifle it.
Whilst the impact the physical environment can exert on learning is well established, the effect of its design was quantified recently within a substantive piece of research conducted by Bareett et al, (2015) entitled Clever Classrooms. Barrett reported differences in the physical characteristics of classrooms as explaining 16% of the variation in learning progress over a year, with well-designed classrooms having the potential to boost academic performance. I have therefore chosen to introduce strategies that focus on the physical learning environment. 
Through the implementation of a challenge and investigation area outdoors I aim to develop children’s creativity. Resonating with the philosophy of the Foundation Phase Framework which recognises the value of the outdoors as a resource for experiential learning, (DCELLS, 2009; DfES, 2015). I hope that the area will encourage hands on exploration via the processes of investigating, discovering, inventing and as such will according to Rosen (2010) provide a space where creativity can flourish. An array of resources will be provided, thoughtfully planned to create links between children’s natural interests and the activities, whilst remaining mindful of the choice overload hypothesis (Schwartz 2000) where too much choice can be overwhelming for young children. As Sullo (2011) states that whilst offering choice promotes learning, too many choices may cause stress and self-doubt, overwhelming a child, and as a result performance and engagement reduces. 
Moving from outdoors provision, my second strategy will involve the creation of a Creativity and Innovation zone. Although zoning has its critics who argue it implies certain types of learning only takes place in a specific zone (Brewer, 2004) teachers using every means at there disposal need to model for children that all types of learning takes place everywhere. Designed for adaptability, flexible seating such as beanbags would be introduced alongside Hokki stools which research has shown can promote sustained concentration in restless children. Offering this type of seating allows the children freedom to move and work in different areas with different partners promoting interdependent working, with movement allowing time for thinking and reflecting. This area will enable children to design new and innovative resources, promote divergent and convergent thinking through brainstorming activities supported by utilising desks with whiteboards as table tops enabling children to mind map, draft and redraft their work. However in terms of SEND a teacher will need to remain mindful to accommodate the particular needs of these children and remain attentive to the needs of the less outgoing children who may struggle with flexible seating and who may be anxious about too much change in their environment. Morris (2017) also expresses concerns that children can become territorial over their chairs thus careful monitoring of movement and classroom management would be required to prevent any potential chaos in the classroom which would negatively impact the children’s learning. 
To conclude, spaces are needed that inspire children, fire their imaginations, and encourage them to innovate. All children have the capacity to be creative and their time at school must help them to identify their creative strengths and unlock their creative abilities. 
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