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Participant Information Sheet 

1. Title of project
Shifting sands part 3: understanding the enactment of partnership from the perspectives of those involved in HEI/school-based ITE programmes  
2. Names of researchers
The lead researcher is Dr Jane Waters-Davies of Yr Athrofa UWTSD. She can be contacted by e-mail at jane.waters-davies@uwtsd.ac.uk  
Professor Kay Livingston, University of Glasgow will be involved in the collection and analysis of the data. kay.livingston@glasgow.ac.uk
3. Invitation 
You are being invited to take part in this research study. Before you agree or not to this, it is important for you to understand why the research is being done and what it will involve. Please read the following information carefully and discuss it with others if you wish. Ask questions if there is anything that is not clear or if you would like more information. Take time to decide whether or not you wish to take part.
[bookmark: _Hlk48740518]The decision to participate is entirely your own and will not impact on your relationships within the Athrofa Professional Learning Partnership or anyone else in the organisation. 
4. What is the purpose of the study?
Within Wales, systems of initial teacher education (ITE) have been part of the context of systemic change within the national education system.  The drive for reform directly addresses the roles and responsibilities of teacher educators situated in HEIs and in schools, with newly accredited programmes of ITE adopting ‘partnership working’ and ‘shared responsibility’ between university-based and school-based staff. This phase of the research seeks to capture the understandings, of those involved in ITE at Yr Athrofa, about the enactment of partnership working and joint responsibility in ITE. 
5. Why have I been chosen?
You are being asked to participate because you work in ITE provision in your school or university. 
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6. Do I have to take part?
It is your decision and yours alone as to whether or not you take part; you do not need to provide a reason if you choose not to take part. If you decide to take part you remain free to withdraw at any time, without giving a reason. 
7. How will I be involved if I take part?
You will be invited to take part in an interview with one or both of the researchers named above at a time of your choosing during the data collection period. The interview will take place on the SA1 campus in Swansea unless you would like it to take place off campus or online. The interview will not last longer than 60 minutes and will be recorded using an audio recording device. The audio recording will be transferred to a secure Onedrive account on the UWTSD system after the interview and deleted from the device. The audio recording will be transcribed and any information that may identify you will be removed at this stage.
8. Will my taking part in this study be kept confidential?
Yes. The anonymised transcription will be used for data analysis and reporting. 
Please note that assurances on confidentiality will be strictly adhered to unless evidence of wrongdoing or potential harm is uncovered. In such cases the University of Wales Trinity Saint David may be obliged to contact relevant statutory bodies/agencies.
Your anonymised research data will be shared with the Professor Livingston and will be stored securely and anonymously in the cloud storage systems in both the UWTSD and the University of Glasgow for a period of ten years and then deleted, it will be used for research purposes as set out in this information sheet. The researchers named in this document will have access to the data.   
9. What will happen to the results of the research study?
[bookmark: _Hlk48740890]This research seeks to explore and understand the enactment of partnership working and joint responsibility in ITE provision in order to a) offer guidance to those leading such provision and/or enacting change and b) contribute to the understanding of, and theorising about, partnership working across sectors in the education provision. In addition, researchers may publish papers to disseminate their findings and methodological approaches with colleagues across the world.
Remember that you will not be identified in any report or publication. Participants will be informed of the outcomes of the study through the ITE network communication system. Any formal publications related to the study are available by request to the researchers.
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10. Who is organising and funding the research? 
This research is led and funded by the University of Wales Trinity Saint David. The researchers have no dependant relationships with the participant group. There is no risk that your participation or responses will have any impact upon your employment or professional relationships.  
11. Who has reviewed the study?
This project has been considered and approved by the Research Ethics Committees of the University of Wales Trinity Saint David and the University of Glasgow. 
12. Contact for further information 
If you want to know more about this research project, you can contact Jane Waters-Davies at UWTSD at the email address given above. 





If you want to know more about our ethics procedure or if you have a concern related to ethics, please contact the nominated UWTSD Ethics Committee representatives. For UWTSD ethics committee please contact pgresearch@uwtsd.ac.uk. For the University of Glasgow, College of Social Sciences Lead for Ethical Review, email: socsci-ethics-lead@glasgow.ac.uk 
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