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The world we currently live in heavily relies on the world of technology and the internet and benefits society whether you're a young child or elderly person. However, this ever-evolving fast changing technology has introduced a new easily accessible platform for millions of criminals around the world. In these modern times these crimes are known as cyber-enabled crimes which are conventional crimes that have been advanced with the use of technology (Mcguire, Dowling, 2013). The ever-rising cyber-crimes committed can have devastating effects on the economy and businesses as billions of pounds each year are lost, alongside this, individual person lives can be damaged and destroyed which can have a detrimental effect on their futures (National Crime Agency, 2022). 
                Sadly, a high number of individuals who suffer and become a vulnerable victim are children and young people who are targeted by paedophiles and sex offenders. Unfortunately, the convenience of the internet has enabled criminals to advance their techniques in order to commit crimes (Norden, 2013). Sexual abuse and exploitation of children committed by offenders can include producing inappropriate images of children, sharing images of these children for others to view and encouraging young children to photograph and video themselves which is known as grooming (National Crime Agency, 2022). Online grooming occurs when an adult manipulates a child sexually for their own pleasures and satisfactions (Lorenzo-Dus, Izura, 2017). To secure a trustworthy friendship or even a relationship, the perpetrator may often use false personal information and fabricate hobbies and interests to entice a victim into these situations (West Yorkshire Police, 2022). Once a child has videoed or captured an indecent image of themselves this then gives the abuser the opportunity to then blackmail a child into silence. Due to advancement in technology perpetrators can often remain anonymous whilst carrying out these horrific crimes (National Crime Agency, 2022). 
              Over the last 5 years, worryingly statistics have almost doubled of the number of paedophiles accessing child pornography. In 2015/2016 the number of cases involving child sexual abuse was just over 13,000, however in 2019/2020 this figure has alarmingly rose to over 25,000. (McCann, 2021). Due to the high number of children accessing the internet during Covid19 lockdown, the police for England and Wales have reported a staggering almost 18,000 child online sex cases within a period of 6 months (McCann, 2021). Alongside this, it is reported that every hour in the UK at least 2 people are caught with indecent images of a minor which is sadly rising every year (Smith, 2018). Concern for children safety is also a high priority due to statistics published by the UK police which suggests that online grooming offences have increased by an astonishing 70% which is the highest recording data to date (NSPCC, 2021). 
               Following the rapid rise in online child exploitation crimes, many policies and procedures by the police and government have been put in place to help reduce the risks of innocent children becoming vulnerable victims of crimes through modern technology. One of the first steps the police have taken to tackle the growing child abuse crimes online is to provide training by skilled and specialist professionals who are experts in tackling cyber-crime to build a better knowledge and understanding to protect these children who are at risk (Bennet, 2018). In addition to this, (Bennet, 2018) states that throughout the police force in England and Wales FireBand training has been provided to over 80% of forces to ensure a high standard of care is given to every case. The British Government has recognised the impact that technology is having on policing and therefore by the end of 2017, 7 million pounds has been funded to ensure every police force across the country have been issued with cyber-crime units in order to tackle the ever-increasing online crimes (Woollacott, 2019). This was welcomed by the National Police Chiefs Council lead for cyber-crime Peter Goodman who states 
“Every police force now has a cyber-crime unit which will investigate and pursue offenders, help businesses and victims protect themselves from attack and work with partners to prevent vulnerable individuals from being drawn in to commit cyber-crime” (Wollacott, 2019). 
                One of the main focuses for the police when dealing with any crime is how future crimes can be prevented. The police work tirelessly to inform the British public on how to keep themselves and their children safe in regard to the dangers of the use of technology online.  Every police force has a cyber-crime awareness site which can be easily accessed which fully outlines strategies to avoid becoming a victim of internet crime (MET Police, 2022). Alongside this, the impact of technology has influenced the decision to educate children at a young age in schools by having cyber-crime awareness lessons conducted by local police officers to build the importance of internet safety (City of London Police, 2021).
                       Although high demand is put on every police force in the UK due to the soaring numbers of online child exploitation it is the role of the Government to ensure that this is being done effectively in order to reduce the crimes. In 2019 the Home Secretary introduced ‘keep the light on’ inspection of how successful the police are in dealing and responding to cyber-crimes and recommendations in the future on how they can improve (HMICFRS, 2019). A further response introduced by the Government in 2022 was the world first online safety laws which includes larger social media companies taking more responsibility and being answerable to crimes being committed on their sites. These companies will be liable if their policies and terms and conditions are not followed which then leads to online crimes being committed (Department for Digital, Culture, Media & Sport, Dorries MP, 2022). 
                   The overwhelming demand on police officers to tackle cyber-crime is becoming more and more difficult as year on year out the number of crimes significantly increase and workload for the police has become immense. It is believed by many that social media giants such as snapchat, Facebook and Instagram are providing an unsafe platform for young children to use as a lot of these crimes have been proven to be committed via these social media sites. Therefore, if they didn’t exist child exposition and abuse would be substantially lower (Bailey, 2021). Thankfully with the tireless work of charities such as NSPCC who has introduced the Taming the Wild West Web, the ever-evolving police force and the Government introducing legal strategies and policies for social media companies, hopefully will protect and safeguard all children accessing the worldwide web in the future (NSPCC, 2020). 
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