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ECSP6001 - Principles of Teaching, Learning and Pedagogy in the Secondary Sector.
Part B:
Section I -
My micro teach will be on the topic of Population. This will be the first lesson in my scheme of work as it is the introduction lesson to population, mainly focusing on birth and death rates and looking at what affects contribute to an increasing and decreasing population. I decided to teach the first lesson in my scheme of work as I found this topic difficult to grasp when I was a pupil in school so wanted to set myself a challenge to make it fun and interesting for my peers. Also, without any prior knowledge of this topic an individual would struggle to grasp the lessons that follow in my scheme of work. 
My lesson aims, and lesson objectives are clearly stated on my PowerPoint, so pupils will know what is expected of them and what they will be learning in the lessons. I will also aim to revisit my lesson aims and lesson objectives half way through so pupils can be reminded of what they are learning about, what is expected of them and this can also be used as a progression checklist to see if we have ticked any off at the half way point of the lesson. My lesson aims, and lesson objectives will be short and clear, so they are accessible to all learners. My lesson aims and lesson objectives are as follows: 
Lesson Objectives: 
1.  Understand todays key words.
2.  Be able to define each key term. 
3. Be able to begin to understand why this affects the world. 
Aims:
·  Everyone to understand the 6 key terms and their definition by the end of today’s lesson. 
· To be able to begin to link the effects each key term has to the people who live in that area. 
I will include the term “everyone” in my aims, so all learners will feel included and important to the lesson. 
My use of welsh in my lesson will include the date and title being available in both welsh and English. I will also countdown 3-2-1 in both welsh and English to regain learners focus at the end of the task. I will also try to reward good responses and work from pupils with welsh encouraging words such as da iawn! I aim to include as much Y CWRICWLWM CYMREIG into my lesson as possible. 
I will aim to use a boy/ girl seating plan in the interest of fairness and as a behaviour management strategy. My lesson will be based on group work. The pupils will be sat in groups of 4 with all groups including a gifted and talented/high grade pupil with an additional learning needs (ALN)/ lower grade pupil seated next to them in pairs. My aim for doing this is that pupils will help each other to complete the given tasks. This also aids with pupils working together to solve an issue rather than firstly looking for a teacher as soon as they are unsure of an answer.   
I will aim to stick to tight time schedules per task to challenge pupils and to ensure I cover all the materials needed in the lesson, so pupils can gather full understanding of the topic. Sticking to strict timings helps structure in lessons. By sticking to timings, I can ensure all pupils are focused on each task. I will give the pupils a time reminder for tasks, so they know how long they have left to complete each task given to them. For example, if the task is 10 minutes long, I will let the class know when there is 5 minutes, 1 minute and then 30 seconds remaining. This should motivate pupils to finish tasks in the right amount of time and this also reminds pupils the standard of work that is expected of them.
The worksheets I will be using for my lesson in task 1 and 2 are basic text and easy to understand. After a short explanation over factors that affect birth and death rates pupils will fill out a worksheet on if named factors increase or decrease birth and death rates with a sentence on why they have chosen those arrow directions. I will not state a “long” or “short” sentence as this gives pupils the opportunity to use as much detail as they like or are able to for the ALN learners. The text is in large font and is in black with a white background, so it is easy to read and understand.
Task 3 is more challenging and complicated. It is a card match game to be completed in groups of 4. I designed it to be difficult and challenging to push their learning ability and deeper thinking process. I hope by working in groups pupils will be able to learn how to critically analyse reasons and sort them into correct sections. With two previous easier tasks leading into a difficult task will hopefully keep my lesson flowing and stretching pupils deeper thinking. 
To help describe the definitions of sparse and dense population I intend to do this by using a visual aid of sweets in a jar. This be viewed as a risk as pupils may see this as an excuse for disruption however, I feel it will engage pupils as they can relate better to something they can see, explained in front of them and being made relevant. The jar will firstly be empty then slowly be filled to show sparse and dense populations as a demonstration in front of the whole class.

Section ii -
In this section I will be reviewing the choices I made when planning my micro teach and critically analysing them. When planning my micro teach, I did not consider some factors such as ALN or behaviour management. However, upon entering my first teaching experience I quickly realised that my micro teach may have some flaws that I did not adjust for in my planning. I realised I would need to change a few factors when teaching in a classroom setting within my PTE 1.
In my lesson I seated my pupils in groups of 4 with each group having a gifted and talented pupil paired with a lower ability pupil. This was aimed for the group of 4 to have mixed ability and help each other in each of the tasks given.  I sat my class boy/girl to help aid concentration and avoiding any exclusion, this is also a school policy to be sat boy/girl in lessons at my PTE 1. I used group work as this can help with healthy debates and discussion between each other. This worked well in the artificial setting of my micro-teach. However, in some classes of my PTE 1 group work is not possible due to behavior in class and class sizes ranging from 28-36 pupils in a class makes group work difficult. Also, both classrooms I teach in for my PTE1 have desks in rows rather than groups which is useful for individual and pair work but not for group work. For group work I would have to build good report first and then build enough control with that class I wanted to do group work with as this will possibly cause a distraction for many.
From my micro-teach experience I found it was easy to keep time in an artificial setting. However, from my teaching experience I quickly realized that keeping timings is much harder due to having larger mixed ability classes so pupils finish at different times, take longer to settle and have more distractions. Pupils can arrive late to a lesson if they have had a subject in another block or PE before your lesson. The lesson they have had previous also impacts your lesson as behavior and excitement are often carried across. From my experiences for my PTE1 I have found year 7 pupils are highly fussy and take much longer to settle and get ready for the prompt start to the lesson.
[bookmark: _Hlk530838567]My use of incidental welsh included the translation of the date/Ddydiad:  Dyyd Iau 11eg o Hydref (Thursday 11th October.), and my topic title of Population/Poblogeath. Also, I used welsh when rewarding pupils’ good responses in mainly Welsh with Da Iawn (well done), ardderchog (excellent) and bendigedig (fantastic). When focusing class attention, I counted down from 3 in both welsh and English to give pupils 6 seconds to be able to re-focus attention back to me ready for the next instructions.  I find this really settles focus back to you.  The use of regular welsh in lessons is important for pupils to feel encouraged to use welsh when necessary not only within the classroom but out of the classroom situation also. This supports my QTS “There is a commitment to incremental development of personal skills in the use of the Welsh language”. Since I started speaking welsh in the classroom, I realised that this encourages the pupils to speak welsh back to you. Pupils answer “yma” (here) when taking the register and often ask to go to the toilet or ask to borrow a pen in welsh. This supports Y CWRICWLWM CYMREIG ethos of “Because Welsh society is very diverse, there can be no single view of what it is to be Welsh. People’s perceptions vary, often coloured by the way of life in their own region of Wales, its linguistic, cultural and economic background. Yet all the pupils in our schools share the common experience of LIVING and LEARNING IN WALES in Wales. They are entitled to have this experience reflected in the school curriculum.”  (Developing the Curriculum Cymreig-ACCAC,2003:5) 
The worksheets I constructed for both task one and task two used scaffolding. All the worksheets were the same, however I the worksheet allowed for all abilities to take part as pupils could work in pairs and the worksheet simply stated draw up or down arrows if the statement increased or decreased birth or death rates and then the worksheet stated to “write a sentence of why you have decided this” so it didn’t say how long or how much detail you needed to add in so everyone could write as much as they wanted. However, since teaching in a mainstream school I have noticed that different learners require different types of worksheets, some pupils require yellow or purple colored paper, some require buff paper and some learners need A3 size sheets in order to be able to access the learning. For some of these pupils needs to be met the worksheet will need to be submitted up to 48 hours before the lesson to the reprographics in order to ensure they are ready by your lesson. This forces you to make sure you plan your lessons ahead to ensure no learner is left without the resources they need in order to access the learning for that lesson. 
Task three was a difficult card sort game where in the groups of 4 they needed to work as a team to match up the correct statements with their opposites to show the positives and negatives for birth and death rates. This game was designed to be challenging and reaching the top end of the levels but by working in groups they could support each other and discuss each one. Some of the statements could be matched with more than one generally but all had a strong link to each other when read and discussed in detail.

On my PowerPoint presentation I ensured low levels of lengthy text, so all leaners were able to access my PowerPoint as it was colourful and only stated short bursts necessary text.   My lessons objectives and lesson aims were short and clear to ensure all pupils knew what was expected of them: 
Lesson Objective: 
1.  Understand todays key words.
2.  Be able to define each key term. 
3. Be able to begin to understand why this affects the world. 
Aims:
·  Everyone to understand the 6 key terms and their definition by the end of today’s lesson. 
· To be able to begin to link the effects each key term has to the people who live in that area.
Many of my slides included discussion provoking images so pupils could discuss why the image was related to population and how the images aid and impact on population. In these discussions using images can spark healthy debate and a visual aid to steer learners towards the correct answers that can be easy to relate to and remember. The discussions helped the pupils fill out the worksheets in much more detail than they would have if they had worked alone as they were sharing opinions with each other within their groups. 

I used an online population counter to show the massive numbers in real life, changing every second and introducing them into something new and exciting. This engaged pupils instantly sparking interest and questions they may not have had just by reading out of a text book and copying out but instead visually seeing the dramatic change from second to second in front of them. The pupils in my micro teach really enjoyed this as I feel it shocked them seeing the world’s population changing live right in front of them whilst being sat in a classroom. The staggering numbers seen in real life can help put the sheer size of the population into reality. This enters an element of numeracy into my lesson.  (http://www.worldometers.info/world-population/). I then gave pupils the opportunity to feedback their groups views to myself and the other learners. This helps with including an element of literacy into my lesson.  In my opinion, I feel feeding back information to the group helps pupils to gain confidence when presenting to the rest of the class. I used this approach to support the QTS description of “The teacher demonstrates a willingness to seek, listen to and take account of the views of learners in order to engage and encourage them as active participants in their own learning.” (Learning.gov.wales). Since teaching I have also recognised that using a learning question helps create deeper thinking and by using open ended questions then asking pupils to reflect upon this allows higher ability pupils to write plenty of detail and lower ability pupils write the information they can.
Towards the end of the lesson I revisited the key terms to check class knowledge from the lesson. This is a good way to assess what pupils have learnt and understood in the lesson. Choosing individuals at random ensures you have feedback from some students who wouldn’t normally put their hands up or are weaker, so you can gauge if they were listening or don’t understand. I feel this is the best way not to miss any students out that wouldn’t usually put their hand up due to being shy for example. This also encourages pupils to focus better in class as they will then feel they could be selected at any moment to respond to a question so keeps them alert and on their toes throughout the lesson. I did this to revisit my QTS descriptor: “In planning and delivery, the teacher demonstrates an awareness of the importance of encouraging learners to reflect upon their own learning”. (Learning.wales.gov).

In my micro teach I used an empty jar and filled it gradually with sweets to describe the key terms of sparse and dense populations. In my micro teach this worked very well and was effective to them knowing the key definitions by the end of the lesson. However, in a classroom situation this would only work with a class that I have the behaviour management under control and trust them enough to listen despite the distraction of the sweets. This technique of learning is suitable for all learners as it is relatable and memorable. To support this, I read “Implicit visual learning and the expression of learning” (Consciousness and Cognition 22 (2012) 82–98). I used a visual aid to engage my class and to simplify the understanding of a set of terms that can be difficult to grasp. I used sweets in a jar to show the difference and an easy way to remember dense and sparse populations. This worked very well as the class were instantly engaged with the topic and they grasped the concept as I tried to keep it relatable and a simple description to grasp each sparse and dense population.  However, I did find some pupils in a real classroom setting would get over-excited by using this method, so you would have to select a class that I have a good report with and trust to listen when I ask for their attention. 


In my planning I did not consider behaviour management as I knew my micro-teach was within an artificial setting. In a real classroom setting since starting my PTE1 I have realised that some aspects of my micro-teach would have to change depending on what age group, class and ability my class were. For example, in some classes group work is not possible due to consistent low-level disruption and high levels of bad behaviour. Also, in both my PTE 1 geography classrooms desks are in 4 rooms which works well for pair work but is very hard to arrange any form of group work. In my PTE1 I have now been used to filling out pupil reports for behaviour and some whole classes are on report due to bad behaviour, this is time consuming but does seem to keep the naughty children in check. (Behaviour for learning : proactive approaches to behaviour management-Simon. Ellis Janet Tod). 

In conclusion, upon reflection of my micro teach I have realised that some factors of my lesson would have to be able to be adapted in order to work in a classroom situation. For example, behaviour management is a massive issue in some classes due to consistent low-level disruption making activities that include group work not an option. Also, in large mixed ability classes it is difficult to keep up with the rate of different times pupils finish without segregating or rushing ALN or lower ability pupils. With class sizes ranging from 25-30 pupils it is difficult to juggle 25-30 different needs and include them all within a one-hour lesson. It is important all pupils’ needs are met regardless what they are large or small.  There are many more needs to consider within the classroom setting for example, coloured printing or A3 sheets with enlarged texts to meet pupils’ additional needs. Some pupils have a TA so in my PTE1 I have learned how to effectively use a TA within a classroom with them helping several lower pupils rather than sticking to just one pupil. I have learned ways to regain focus just by using a calm tone of voice instead of shouting by using a simple countdown and asking calmly for pens down. I have found it quite natural the include elements of Y CWRICWLWM CYMREIG into my lessons as I always ensure my dates and titles are in welsh with other welsh terms or encouragement included into my lessons. I have learnt from my PTE1 that planning is key as this allows you to break your lesson into timed sections in order to be able to teach effectively. However, my PTE1 has taught me to be willing and able to adapt and change off my plan where and when I need to. 
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ACTION PLAN 1: Objectives for Term 2
 Name: Ebony Page

Date: 20/11/2018


OBJECTIVES

ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN

SUCCESS CRITERIA

TARGET DATE

To improve engagement of pupils in lessons

(i) 	Develop good understanding of school policy and procedures for good behaviour.
(ii) 	Observe teachers with effective practice.
(iii) 	Develop purposeful lesson starters with engaging activities and sharing of lesson objectives.

• Improved report.
• Pupils are engaged in lessons, listen and follow instructions and co-operate.
• Good standards of pupil behaviour in lessons observed by Mentor.
· Reward and encourage good behaviour. 

14/12/18

To improve pupil response to questioning

(i) 	Read article/books on questioning types and formulating questions
(ii) 	Observe good practice using structured observation schedule to record and note successful techniques
(iii) 	Ask pupils to feedback tasks to me to gather understanding and responses.

• Greater pupil participation and eagerness to answer questions and development of fuller
• responses from a range of ability pupils
• Mentor recognising greater pupil responses. 


25/01/18


To widen experience and improve judgement in assessment of pupils’ standards

(i) 	To mark and record a class test and give feedback to class e.g. year 7 route to school work 
(ii)    Develop criteria for judging standards of achievement at KS3 and collect a portfolio of work representing different levels of attainment
(iii) Help year 11 with exam preparations including past paper question practice. 

• Accurate marking following marking scheme; good oral/written feedback provided to pupils; make constructive suggestion to improve future learning
• Accurately assess standards of achievement in end of unit work and
outline next steps for improvement.
• Accurate and consistent assessment following GCSE boards’ criteria.
• Pupils demonstrate progress from feedback.

01/02/18
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