Distinctiveness & Regeneration (BMSP 4005)
Learning Log Report
In this report I am going to be explaining what I have learnt so far during this module. I will be looking at the distinctiveness of Llanelli, the industrial revolution and how it affected Llanelli, Tata Steel – what they do at the Trostre and Port Talbot sites and the Llanelli wetland centre and how they have helped to regenerate the area. 
Throughout this module I have had several learning experiences ranging from classroom learning to guest speakers and visiting the Wetland centre to see first hand what they do. 
The Industrial Revolution 
Before the industrial revolution much of the Llanelli area was deprived, most of the land was owned by large estates who leased the land to smaller family farms. The coal mines in Llanelli were lacking capital investment and knowledge. The mines were only small operations providing enough income for the associated families.
Everything changed around 1700-1750, this is when the coal seams below the large estates were leased out. Industrialisation finally hit Llanelli between 1750-1796. After 1750 Llanelli began to catch up with the rest of the country and started taking advantage of the new technology’s being developed.  
[image: Related image]Llanelli was the perfect location for businesses to develop this industry, the land in and around Llanelli was ideal. It had plenty of natural resources and places to build and develop. In Llanelli and the surrounding area there was a massive demand for work with many people travelling into the town to find work. 
Llanelli had the low-lying coalfields rich in bituminous coal, it was near the estuary which allowed for the development of tidal canals, tram roads and eventually railways giving great access for the export of coal.  
1797, This is when Alexandre Raby arrived in the Llanelli, A region he had been interested in for some time. Alexander is recognised as a key figure in ensuring the start of the regions sustained success, he gained a 91-year lease on the land of the stradey estate. 
Alexander heavily invested in the region, developed furnace houses, cilfig houses and residences. He established a modern industrial complex, sinking new pits at Caemain, Caebed and Caeelems. Everything he was doing in the area was attracting major interest form a range of investors resulting in a great economic and social expansion of the area during the first 30 years of the 19th century.
(J. Hannam, 2019) 
The evidence shows that the industrial revolution heavily effects the area of Llanelli, Throughout the period Llanelli’s economy grew. Investors were bringing money to invest in the area, Workers were flooding to the town in search of work and the town was thriving. 
Tata Steel 
Tata steel import limestone, coal and iron ore from all over the word. These raw materials are shipped into port Talbot and then turned into steel coils. There is a complex process to be followed to turn these materials into steel. The first part of the steel making process at Port Talbot is to make Pig Iron this is done using coal to provide the heat for furnaces, iron ore to smelt into Pig Iron and limestone
powder to remove impurities during the smelting process. Once the Pig Iron has been smelted it is put into giant torpedo tubes of up to 300 tonnes and these torpedoes are taken by train to the Boss plant at Port Talbot where they turn it into steel coils. Once the steel coils are created, they are shipped by train to Trostre so they can be made into Tinplate for the Steel canning industry. Port Talbot steel works and Trostre works are connected via a private rail road. (N. Jones, 2019) This is beneficial to Tata steel so they can transport the steel easily and at any time they like. 
[image: ]An interesting fact about Tata steel is they recycle as much heat as they can from production and use it to heat the offices in site. Tata steel also recycle all steel that town councils collect across wales. 
The steel coils are used to produce steel cans such as food and drinks cans. The Trostre works is where the steel coils are turned into these tins. This is the primary function of Port Talbot and Trostre steel works. 
Decline of Llanelli in 20th Centaury 
The mine closures in Llanelli heavily influenced the decline of the region. The main social impact of the mines closing was outmigration, educational attainment, health and wellbeing, state welfare support and housing. 
Outmigration was a major factor influencing the decline of Llanelli though to the 20th century. During Llanellis peak it is estimated that the mines drew in 250,000 skilled workers from all over the UK, Spain and Italy. From the 1950’s onwards the best skilled workers left the area seeking higher wages leaving Llanelli with an unskilled population. 
Young people in Wales statically preform worse than young people elsewhere in the UK. The welsh Valleys has a high percentage of workers with few or no formal qualifications and a correspondingly high proportion of the population engaged in manual occupations. This is also a factor to the decline of the area, with less and less young adults coming through with few formal qualifications. 
The welsh government is trying to connect these young adults with links between education and further education with the aim to producing opportunities for personal development. 
(Merrill, T 2017)
Llanelli Wetland centre
Llanelli wetland centre has been used to try and regenerate the former industrial area through the medium of tourism. The centre was founded by Sir Peter Scott, His vision when setting up the centre was to allow the public to get close with nature through the interaction with birds. The site that was chosen for the wildlife centre was unused farmland, a perfect opportunity to regenerate the land and the area. 
The site in made up of 250 acres of land at Trostre with an additional 200 acres next door on the millennium wetlands. The habitat is a salt marsh and is great for birds. 
The centre has been very successful and last year achieved 70,000 visitors. Many visitors are tourists and wild life enthusiasts. The centre has been huge success for tourism in Llanelli drawing many people to the area. (Rees, S 2019)
There is a positive like between this regenerated land in the wetland centre and the economy of Llanelli, The number of people draw to Llanelli through the centre has positive effects on the surrounding area. 
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