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laoshu £ &,

habits, species, or traits

X

origin and development

&







@ monosyllabic bai E

compound syllable baicai E%




QL=
combinations of hOnghua -

several different red + flower
concepts
one word baicai v %
representing a single cabb age \/
concept

white + vegetable X o




Xu Shenz¥Jg (58CE-147CE) ——

Shuowen jiezi .~ f% % .
lao-2 means old
shu & refers to a rodent—rats

laoshu-€ & seems old + rats phrase




In the Later Han dynasty

laoshu £ & —Ilong life span

Today

laoshu € &  — has not a practical meaning




hen did the word laoshu %

EE

change from a phrase to a word

How has this word historically




In these papers, the word
laoshu-% & is mentioned only
as an example for scholars

studying prefixes.




In the Later Han dynasty

—Yang Xiong 1§ 2 (53BCE-18CE) :
Fangyan= =




In the Later Han Dynasty

—Yang Xiong # 2 (53BCE-18CE) :
Fangyan= =

» Bats are also called laoshu-€ &, or xainshu i &

—Liu Xi %] 5e ('_7 —216CE) : xian h = long life = lao—‘e‘:‘

Shiming ¥ ¢ :

» To live a very long life without dying is called xian .




In the Later Han Dynasty

Vestern Jin Dynasty

Luli:# (261CE-303CE):
Can %




In the Western Jin Dynasty

Lu Ji PE# (261CE-303CE):
Can %

Silkworms have difficulty in spitting out silk when they grow old, and it 1s
a shame for women to marry when they grow old, but rats laoshu-¥ & can

turn into bats and fly freely when they grow old.

laoshuZZ .

usual rodent species---means old




In the Later Han Dynasty

estern Jin Dynasty

In the Eastern Jin Dynasty

Liu Jingshu %|#xAx (?-468CE):
Yiyvuan® 7=




In the Eastern Jin Dynasty

Liu Jingshu $]#c4x (2-468CE):
Yiyuan$ 3=

There was a ghost called /inghou % %, which could attach itself to a

person to divine things, and the people said that this ghost was

transformed from rats - laoshu- & .




In the Later Han Dynasty

R

.

In the Western Jin Dynasty

In the Eastern Jin Dynasty

At the Beginning of the Tang Dynasty

Dai Fu £ ¥ (7-7):
Guangyiji i 3 3¢




At the Beginning of the Tang Dynasty

Dai Fug* ¥ (2-7?):
Guangyiji B % 3=
Someone had caught a ghost and asked who the ghost was. Then the ghost

replied that it was laoshu-¢ & — a rat that had lived for more than a

thousand years.

lao &

long life U




In the Later Han Dynasty

In the Western Jin Dynasty

In the Eastern Jin Dynasty

Pei Xu ¥# (719CE-793CE):
Youpan zhengmaoer zhuang

X B pia gk

In the Middle of the Tan

At the Beginning of the Tang Dynasty




In the Middle of the Tang Dynasty

Pei Xu £ % (719CE-793CE):
Youpan zhengmaoer zhuang
x )£ iR
Mao %i—-a cat doesn't know its owner, but helps to catch laoshu-% &l -rats

for others.

lao % in it has no practical meaning, it does
not mean old anymore.




In the middle of the Tang Dynasty, the word laoshu-£ & was eventually

transformed from a phrase to a word which representing a single concept. The
practical meaning of the character lao=% in the word laoshu-¥ & has been
reduced to a meaningless prefix and added in front of the character shu &

to denote an animal.







