(A) Form of personal, possessive and reflexive pronouns
	
	personal pronouns
	possessives:-
	reflexive pronouns

	
	subject
	object
	adjectives
	pronouns
	

	singular
	I
	me
	my
	mine
	myself

	
	you
	you
	your
	yours
	yourself

	
	he
	him
	his
	his
	himself

	
	she
	her
	her
	hers
	herself

	
	it
	it
	its
	-
	itself

	
	one
	one
	one’s
	-
	oneself

	
	
	
	
	
	

	plural
	we
	us
	our
	ours
	ourselves

	
	you
	you
	your
	yours
	yourselves

	
	they
	them
	their
	theirs
	themselves


- table from Alexander, L.G. (1988, p72). Longman English Grammar. New York: Longman
(B) Possessive Pronouns

Possessive pronouns, by definition, are designed to confirm ownership. The sentences below are taken from a typical exercise with statements on the left-hand-side. However, the answers that the students are expected to produce are already shown on the right-hand side.
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1. That is your book.

That book is yours.
2. This is my pen.

This pen is mine.
3. That is her job.

The job is hers.
4. These are their pencils.
These pencils are theirs.
5. Those are his shoes.
The shoes are his.
(C) Reflexive Pronouns

Introduction

Certain pronouns are known as reflexive pronouns.

1. Common Uses 

We use reflexive pronouns when the subject and object in a sentence are the same, as in the following examples.

- The baby saw himself/herself in the mirror and laughed.

- Can I borrow your spare key, so I can let myself into the apartment.

- If you don't know him, you should introduce yourself.
Reflexive pronouns are also used to stress or emphasize a noun, in which case they are most often placed immediately after the noun, as in the following example sentences:-
Money itself can't buy happiness.

The company president himself made the announcement.

I myself am not interested.

The use of "by + reflexive pronoun" signifies that the performer of the action had no help, as in this example sentence.

She made the dress by herself (or simply herself).

However, "be + reflexive pronoun" means to act or behave in an unusual manner. See the following example sentence.

I'm sorry for getting angry. I guess I'm not myself today. (The meaning here is that the speaker is not behaving as he or she usually does.)

2. Uses with Verb + Preposition Combinations

Reflexive pronouns are used after many verb + preposition combinations, such as those that follow:

	Verb + Preposition
	Example

	believe in
	If you believe in yourself, you will succeed.

	take care of
	Take care of yourselves while I'm away.

	look after
	Look after yourselves while I'm away.

	care about
	If you don't care about yourself, nobody else will.


3. Seldom or Never Used

Many English words, however, such as those which follow, are seldom or never used with reflexive pronouns.

	Concentrate
	Hurry
	Remember

	Decide
	Lie down
	Sit down

	Feel
	Meet
	Wake up

	Get tired
	Relax
	 


4. Uses for Emphasis

Certain other English words are only used with reflexive pronouns for emphasis. Some of them are listed below.

	Dress
	Hide
	Shave

	Undress
	Move
	Wash


(D) Indefinite Pronouns

The following pronouns do not refer to specific people. They are indefinite. 

	nothing
	anything
	something
	everything

	no one
	anyone
	someone
	everyone

	nobody
	anybody
	somebody
	everybody


Remember to use singular personal pronouns when referring to any of these words, as in the following example sentences.

Someone dropped his/her wallet in the cafeteria.

Everybody has his/her share of problems.

Anyone can succeed if he/she tries hard.

Note: In informal spoken English, plural personal pronouns are commonly used to refer to indefinite pronouns, as in these examples. 

Someone dropped their wallet in the cafeteria.

Everybody has their share of problems.

Anyone can succeed if they try hard.

Some indefinite pronouns, such as both, few, many, others, and several, are considered to be plural. Study the following examples.

Both of them are here.

Few were at the meeting.

Although the weather was bad, many attended the performance.

Some people enjoyed the speech, but others weren't impressed.

Hardly anyone liked the food. In fact, several refused to eat it.

Some indefinite pronouns can take either singular or plural verbs, depending on their context. Compare the pairs of sentences below.

	Indefinite Pronoun
	Singular Example
	Plural Example

	all
	All is not lost.
	All are here now.

	any
	I'd like more soup. Is any left in the pot?
	I told several people about the meeting, but I don't know if any are coming.

	more
	If you are still hungry, there is more in the kitchen. Just help yourself.
	The restaurant is already crowded, and more are waiting at the door. 

	most
	Most disappeared.
	A few people couldn't attend the ceremony, but most were able to come.

	some
	If you like orange juice, there is some in the refrigerator.
	Some were disappointed with the judges' decision, but the majority of people thought it was fair.


(E) Whom, Whose, and Who’s

Introduction

Certain English words can be confusing for English-language students because they sound alike, or have similar spellings. Three common ones are whom, whose and who’s.

Whom - an object pronoun
A clause is a group of words which include a subject and a verb. There are two types.  Main clauses, which begin with a capital letter and end with a period or other form of punctuation, can stand alone as complete sentences. Subordinate clauses on the other hand, cannot stand alone as complete sentences. Instead, they give more information about a noun or verb in the main clause. Whom is a relative pronoun used to introduce subordinate clauses that refer to people, not things, as in example sentences below. Because it is an object pronoun, whom cannot be the subject of a subordinate clause. The pattern is:  whom + subject + verb.

Main clause + subordinate (adjective) clause:

Isn't he the man whom we saw earlier. 
Main clause + subordinate (noun) clause:

I know whom you talked to. 
Whom with a preposition
Whom is often used with a preposition, as in the example sentences below. Whether the preposition comes at the beginning of a clause or at the end makes no difference to the meaning of the clause. However, placing the preposition at the beginning makes it more formal.

That is the man about whom we spoke. (more formal)
That is the man whom we spoke about. (less formal) 

Note: In informal spoken English, we are less likely to use whom. For example:

That is the man who(m) we spoke about.
Whose - used in questions to ask about possession.

Question: Whose chair is it?
Answer: It's mine. 
Whose is also a relative pronoun that introduces subordinate clauses, as in the two examples below. Whose is used to show possession. 

Main clause + subordinate (adjective) clause:

That's the student whose essay I corrected last night. 
Do you know whose car that is? 
Expressions of Quantity with “Whom” and “Whose”
Both whom and whose can be used in expressions of quantity plus “of”, such as those listed below. See the example sentences which follow.

	both of
	a lot of
	several of
	none of

	some of
	a few of
	a number of
	half of

	most of
	all of
	two of
	many of


Example:

There are 16 students in my class, all of whom are very friendly.
I belong to a literary club, most of whose members are teachers.
Who’s
Unlike whom and whose, who’s is not a single word, but rather, a contraction for who + is. (Who is relative pronoun which, unlike whom or whose, can be the subject of a subordinate clause.) See the example sentence.

Main clause + subordinate (noun) clause:-
Do you know who's giving the lecture today? 
Who’s can also be used to ask a question, as in this example:-
Who’s giving the lecture today?
                                             
- adapted from University of Victoria's English Language Centre © 1998, Revised 2008

