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Who commits Terrorism?
This essay will discuss what terrorism is, the types of people to commit acts of terrorism and their reasons for doing it, how they are caused through religious beliefs. The essay will also be analysing all of the contributing factors. It will also include a wide range of sources including internet research, books and general knowledge. These will help evaluate and give a clear image of different types of people that commit acts of terrorism and the reasons why they do it.
Firstly, Terrorism is an extreme action taken in order to instil fear in people so that they can influence political parties, laws, government and the public. This is normally down to a political, religious or ideological cause given in the terrorism definition in the Terrorism Act (2006).
A Terrorist Act is usually portrayed as being an act of violence, that will potentially endanger life, cause serious criminal damage or create a risk to the safety of the general public. Are Terrorism and Extremism the same? They are often perceived to be very similar but they are actually very different as terrorism is a violent act taken place whereas, extremism is a violent act taken place to get democracy and fundamental values.
The types of people that commit acts of terrorism are people who are frustrated with a certain thing that is going on around them. There are many different reasons why they would result in this but the main ones that have been the catalysts in the post have been that they want to become an independent part of the nation, they disagree and want a change in government, they seek religious freedom or that they disagree with specific laws and want revenge for a criminal injustice.
It’s very rare when someone or group of people commit a terrorist not just out of hatred and retaliation for other people and the previous case to show where this is the probable cause was back in the 9/11 terror attack in the USA when a plane was seemed to be hijacked and taken straight into the oncoming buildings.
It is often thought that terror attacks are solely down to religious extremists who believe that doing a terrorist act will instil power to them and scare others to follow their ways. Some examples of extremists groups are Taliban and more recently ISIS. Groups like these often in specific ISIS base their actions and beliefs on the Islamic culture and associate themselves with the Muslim religion which then shines a huge dark light over everyone who is a Muslim, when the majority of the Islamic community disagree with the actions of ISIS and claim that terrorism is morally wrong and that it rarely ever works as Governments and citizens often harden their position when faced with terrorists and then refuse to negotiate.
Islamic state has claimed responsibility for a vast range of different attacks globally, for example since January 2015 there have been many different attacks such as Paris, Yemen, Tunisia, Turkey, Egypt, California and Brussels in France. This has totalled to over 1,000 different casualties and many more injured due to their determination to take over different province and create chaos in the world, so the organisation can expand and maybe encourage an apocalyptic war. This is according to New York times (2019,1)
Another religious extremists group that commits acts of terrorism is the group formally known as the Taliban, they are an Islamic group of people who believe in the Muslim ideology and think that everyone else should follow the same religion as them and have the same faith. They also have the opinion that anyone who has a belief that isn’t the Islamic one and don’t share equal beliefs should be killed as the Islamic culture is the correct one and any other religion is wrong and should not be followed.
[bookmark: _GoBack]A separate form of terrorism is the extreme right wing activists in the UK. They promote hate filled prejudice against people from different ethnic backgrounds and sexualities. They encourage radicalisation amongst people so that they all have the same views and beliefs against people from different ethnic backgrounds and form together to commit acts of far right terrorism and intend to instil fear into anyone who isn’t from there society. They argue against a wide variety of people based on their race, religion, sexual orientation and gender. According to CNN (2016,1)
After reviewing and analysing all of the key points on who commits terrorism it seems that a lot of the argument is about religion as each different one believe that their way of thinking is the correct one and that their way of thinking is the correct one and that anyone who doesn’t share the same beliefs should be either punished, abused or in some cases even killed. However, there are some cases where a form of terrorism has taken place where a certain individual or group of people disagree with a law that is currently in place and they think that they have a miscarriage of justice, so they fight to get the law either removed or changed. There are also groups of people who perform non-violent acts of terrorism who are there to argue the case against having organisations in place such as the Government.
But they have at least one common denominator which is that nearly every act of terrorism is from a group of people fighting in one way or another for wat they feel is right and is very rare to see a person standing individually to fight, they almost always find ways to attract others to believe their views and sometimes radicalise people into their way of thinking.
Overall, the people who commit terrorism do it for similar reasons and that is to instil change within the society to what they believe is the correct religion to follow or the correct laws to be in place or even the correct way to think. Ultimately change won’t happen if it is instilled through fear, it will only change if everyone genuinely believes in change and that it’s for the right reasons.
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