START AT MY FEET
Research shows that parent engagement in schools is closely linked to better student behaviour, higher academic achievement, and enhanced social skills.   It can also help with children’s confidence knowing that their parents and family friends are taking part in something special in the school. This enables children to feel equal regardless of their backgrounds and where they come from.
Parents and Friends Association ensures that students, family and friends have a bigger purpose at the school. In school X, their PFA raised £12,000. This money went towards beanbags, cushions, tuff trays, chalkboards and water features of reach year group across the school. 



The money that the PFA raised also went towards windchimes, fidget toys, emoji cushions and weaving ribbon which are accessible to students at all times throughout the school day. Objects like fidget toys are ideal for children if they need something to calm their mind or need some quiet time.

[image: Image result for school enviormnent]Parents of young children often develop a dependency on a teacher and are reluctant to end the relationship. Teachers must communicate to the parents that they will communicate with the student’s next teacher and that they will be involved in the transition onto the next academic year. In the teacher/parent partnership it is important to remain mindful that both parties have areas of unique knowledge and skill. The parents are well versed in their (child) student’s long-term developmental history (physical, medical and social), interests and lifestyle. The teacher has knowledge of teaching and assessment strategies, school policies and procedures and the student’s school performance. Parents and teachers should share this knowledge and perspective in a collaborative manner.
Parent-teacher relationships only work well if a teacher not only puts in the effort to respond to your concerns and questions but also reaches out to share concerns and compliments with the parents. Technologies like texting and e-mails have made communication between home and school more efficient, and improved in both quantity and quality. Parents and teachers alike would be well served to seek out opportunities for communication with one another on a regular basis to ensure that all students have their physical, emotional and intellectual needs met. We know that the best educational outcomes occur when each of these needs are met.
Working with parents and carers can be more difficult in secondary schools and further education. They tend to be less accessible to staff as the child gets older as they are less likely to be at the school dropping them off or picking them up. However, parent and carer engagement is extremely important for students of any age group.
Schools and parents alike have one thing in common: helping children to be safe, responsible and successful. Both parents and teachers have the children’s best interest at heart and have their priorities lying with the students. 
School X has a specific Facebook page especially for members of the PFA as well as regular meetings in the school so that everyone is up to date on everything that is happening throughout the school and the school council.
It is significant that schools consider all groups of learners when forming policies such as where they come from, pro-nouns, gender identity, Additional Learning Needs, mental health and health care needs, family issues, children in care, ethnic minority groups, disabilities and children of refugees. These are all critical in a child’s upbringing as all of the above can affect a child more than they could express, so it is crucial for the teacher to make sure that they treat every child the same. 
I remember in primary school, my peers loved the fact that their parents were on the school council board as their parents would organise things like school trips, school discos and parties, and some would even come on the residential trips with us. This is the same feeling that children in school X feel as their parents raise a lot of money for the school and school equipment.
When schools reach out and work with parents, their children feel supported, academically and holistically, according to international research literature. “It helps students like school better, want to come to school and stay in school longer.”
Overall, it boosts children’s confidence and makes them feel more like they are part of the community when they can see family or friends making a difference in their school. Children appreciate the extra adult attention and some schools across the world have seen a noticeable difference in the children when their parents, guardians or family friends are involved in school life.


Parents evenings typically happen once or twice per academic year. This is a good way for students to see their teacher and parents or guardians interact with one another. This is something that a lot of children enjoy as they can show their parents or carers their classroom and their work.
School X has a specific section on their website for parents. Parents can access medical forms, holiday forms, information on Areas of Learning and Experience, attendance, blended learning, online safety, and extra-curricular activities are just some of the things that parents, guardians and friends can access if needed. 
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